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People visiting a lively and thriving night market in Wuhan in 
China's central Hubei province,  as life gets back to normal 
in ground zero of the novel coronavirus pandemic. Chinese 
authorities claim to have largely brought the virus under 
control but Wuhan officials -- wary of a second wave -- 
launched a program to test the whole city of 11 million people 
after new infections emerged for the first time since it re-
opened in April following more than two months in lockdown. 
More than 9.8 million people were tested between May 14 and 

June 1, officials said this week, adding 300 positive results 
were found among asymptomatic patients. Residents 
queued up across the city at makeshift sites set up under 
tents in parking lots, parks and residential communities to 
give nucleic acid test samples -- with roughly half a million 
such medical checks conducted every day during the 
period. China does not include asymptomatic cases in its tally 
of confirmed infections, as no asymptomatic people were 
found to have infected others. The city found a handful of 

asymptomatic cases on most days of the testing campaign, 
which was initially described as a 10-day "decisive battle," 
but reported zero asymptomatic cases for the first time on 
Monday (June 1). The virus first emerged in Wuhan late last 
year, but cases have dwindled dramatically from the peak in 
mid-February as China appears to have brought the outbreak 
largely under control. The official death toll in the country of 
1.4 billion people stands at 4,634 -- most in Wuhan, and well 
below the number of fatalities in much smaller countries

Global vaccines program gets $8.8bn 
shot in the arm
LONDON - Governments around 
the world yesterday (4) pledged $8.8 
billion for global vaccines alliance 
Gavi to help immunization programs 
disrupted by coronavirus, prompting 
calls for global cooperation to en-
sure a potential COVID-19 vaccine is 
available to all.

The online meeting beat a target to 
raise $7.4 million to provide vaccines 
at a much reduced cost to 300 million 
children worldwide over the next five 
years.

More than 50 countries took part 
as well as individuals such as billion-
aire philanthropist Bill Gates, whose 
foundation pledged $1.6 billion.

Gavi also launched a new initiative 

to purchase potential COVID-19 vac-
cines, scale-up production and sup-
port delivery to developing nations, 
which raised $567 million in seed 
money.

"Together, we rise to fulfil the 
greatest shared endeavour of our 
lifetimes -- the triumph of human-
ity over disease," said British Prime 
Minister Boris Johnson, who hosted 
the summit.

"Today we make the choice to 
unite, to forge a path of global coop-
eration."

Scientists around the world are 
racing to develop and test a coronavi-
rus vaccine and United Nations Sec-
retary General Antonio Guterres said 

it must be available to everyone. "A 
vaccine must be seen as a global pub-
lic good -- a people's vaccine, which a 
growing number of world leaders are 
calling for," he said in a video mes-
sage. There needs to be "global soli-
darity to ensure that every person, 
everywhere, has access."

The pandemic has exposed new 
ruptures in international coopera-
tion, notably with US President Don-
ald Trump's decision to pull out of the 
World Health Organization (WHO).

But Gavi chief executive Seth Berk-
ley insisted there must be a "global 
perspective." "At the end of the day, 
if you have large outbreaks of COIVD 
anywhere in the world, it threat-

ens the world," he said. The United 
States pledged $1.16 billion to Gavi's 
fundraising drive, and Trump sent a 
recorded message to the conference.

"As the coronavirus has shown, 
there are no borders. It doesn't dis-
criminate," he said.

The coronavirus pandemic has 
infected more than 6.5 million and 
killed over 385,000 people since 
emerging in China last December, 
according to an AFP tally of official 
sources.

If a vaccine is developed, Microsoft 
founder Gates said Gavi hoped to be 
able to buy it for the poorest coun-
tries.

-AFP

Iran frees US Navy veteran held 
for two years 
WASHINGTON - Iran yester-
day (4) freed Michael R. White, 
a Navy veteran whose nearly 
two-year-long incarceration had 
become another sore point in 
the country’s increasingly tense 
relationship with the United 
States.

White was flown out of the 
country a day after US immigra-
tion authorities returned an Ira-
nian scientist to Iran. Both men 
had been infected with the coro-
navirus while in custody.

White’s mother, Joanne, an-
nounced in a statement that her 
son was on his way home. Presi-
dent Donald Trump later tweet-
ed that White was safely out of 
Iranian airspace on a Swiss gov-
ernment jet.

“For the past 683 days my son, 
Michael, has been held hostage 
in Iran by the IRGC and I have 
been living a nightmare,” White 

said in a statement, referring to 
Iran’s Revolutionary Guard. “I 
am blessed to announce that the 
nightmare is over, and my son is 
safely on his way home.”

The release of White, 48, came 
amid intensifying speculation 
that he would be freed following 
the release of the Iranian scien-
tist, SirousAsgari. Asgari arrived 
in Tehran on Wednesday (3).

US officials had insisted the 
two cases were not linked. But 
Iranian officials had suggested 
last month that once the scien-
tist was back in Iran, they would 
look favourably at permitting 
White to go home.

The State Department did not 
immediately respond to queries 
about White’s release. Trump 
said on Twitter that White 
would be “home with his family 
in America very soon.”

-NYT

MOSCOW — President 
Vladimir Putin of Russia has de-
clared a state of emergency in a 
region in northern Siberia after 
a huge oil spill turned a river 
crimson and threatened to inflict 
significant damage to the Arctic 
environment.

More than 20,000 tons of die-
sel leaked into the Ambarnaya 
River near the city of Norilsk last 
Friday (May 29), after a fuel tank 
collapsed at a power plant. Noril-
sk Nickel, which owns the plant, 
said in a statement that thawing 
permafrost had caused one of the 
tank’s pillars to collapse. The oil 
leaked more than 7 miles from 
the site.

The accident is one of the big-
gest oil spills in modern Rus-
sian history, AlekseiKnizhnikov 
of the environmentalist group 
WWF Russia said. In a state-
ment, Greenpeace Russia com-
pared the discharge to the Exxon 

Valdez tanker spill in Alaska in 
1989. The Russian Investigative 
Committee opened a criminal 
inquiry and detained the plant’s 
manager, VyacheslavStarostin. 
Putin said he had been angered 
that he had learned of the spill 
only on Sunday (May 31), and, 
after declaring the state of emer-
gency on Wednesday (3), de-
nounced company officials in a 
videoconference that was broad-
cast live.

Norilsk Nickel is the world’s 
largest producer of platinum and 
nickel, and the company is no 
stranger to environmental dis-
asters. It was responsible for a 
“blood river,” also in Siberia, in 
2016, and one of its plants has 
belched so much sulphur dioxide, 
a major cause of acid rain, that it 
is surrounded by a dead zone of 
tree trunks and mud about twice 
the size of Rhode Island.

-NYT

Knife wielding guard wounds 39 at 
Chinese elementary school
BEIJING - A knife-wielding secu-
rity guard went on a rampage at an 
elementary school in south eastern 
China yesterday (4), leaving at least 
39 people injured, officials said.

The attack, which occurred at 
8:30 a.m., left 37 students slightly 
wounded and two adults with se-
rious injuries, according to an an-
nouncement by local authorities 
in Cangwu County, in the southern 
province of Guangxi. None of the 
injuries were life-threatening, the 
announcement said.

The security guard, a man named 
Li Xiaomin who was said to be 
about 50 years old, was arrested, 
according to People’s Daily, the 
official Communist Party mouth-
piece. The adults injured were the 
school’s principal and another se-
curity guard. No information was 
immediately released about a pos-

sible motive. A call to the Cangwu 
Public Security Bureau went unan-
swered.

Videos shared by Chinese media 
outlets showed children being car-
ried out of the school, the Central 
Primary School of Wangfu town, 
and rows of ambulances outside. 
Eight ambulances were called to 
transport the injured, People’s Dai-
ly said.

School attacks are not uncom-
mon in China. Last year, at least 75 
students were injured in a spate of 
attacks at schools across the coun-
try, and at least 10 others died.

In November, a man entered a 
preschool in Yunnan province and 
sprayed a corrosive chemical, injur-
ing 51 students. He intended it as “a 
revenge on society,” official media 
reported at the time.

-NYT

COVID-19 and curfew in 
Sri Lanka 
• Forty eight individuals were confirmed as COVID-19 
positive yesterday (4), taking Sri Lanka’s tally of the novel 
coronavirus infection to 1797. Of the 48, 42 are naval per-
sonnel and six are returnees, three from India, two from 
Bangladesh and one from Dubai, all under quarantine 
at various centres across the country. Nine hundred and 
forty seven individuals are receiving treatment and 839 
have been deemed completely recovered. Eleven have suc-
cumbed to the virus.
•  The two-day countrywide curfew that came into effect at 
10:00 p.m. on Wednesday (3) will continue until 4:00 a.m. 
on Saturday (6). 
• Gazette notifications issued on the code of conduct for 
political parties/independent groups and candidates con-
testing the general elections, and media guidelines for cov-
ering the elections.
• Chairman, Election Commission says the 2020 general 
elections will be held before the end of August. 
• The provincial journalist who covered the funeral of late 
Minister Arumugan Thondaman tests negative for COV-
ID-19. The journalist and two others have been in self-iso-
lation since covering the funeral.
• The health ministry says face masks not required when 
driving private vehicles, but mandatory when travelling in 
three-wheelers and other hired vehicles.
• Cabinet decides to give taxpayers time until June 20 to 
settle income tax dues, with no fines charged for late set-
tlement.

387,280 deaths at 
1900 GMT yesterday
PARIS - The novel coronavirus has killed at least 387,280 
people since the outbreak first emerged in China last De-
cember, according to a tally from official sources compiled 
by AFP at 1900 GMT yesterday (4). 

At least 6,563,710 cases of coronavirus have been reg-
istered in 196 countries and territories. Of these, at least 
2,838,800 are now considered recovered.

The tallies, using data collected by AFP from national 
authorities and information from the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), probably reflect only a fraction of the 
actual number of infections. 

Many countries are testing only symptomatic cases or 
the most serious ones.

The United States is the worst-hit country with 107,685 
deaths from 1,861,966 cases. At least 479,258 people have 
been declared recovered. 

After the US, the hardest-hit countries are Britain with 
39,904 deaths from 281,661 cases, Italy with 33,689 deaths 
from 234,013 cases, Brazil with 32,548 deaths and 584,016 
cases and France with 29,065 deaths and 189,441 cases.

China - excluding Hong Kong and Macau - has to date 
declared 4,634 deaths and 83,022 infections. It has 78,319 
recovered cases. 

Europe overall has 181,542 deaths from 2,219,958 cases, 
the United States and Canada have 115,340 deaths from 
1,955,666 infections, Latin America and the Caribbean 
57,788 deaths from 1,151,155 cases, Asia 17,817 deaths 
from 618,625 cases, the Middle East 10,029 deaths from 
445,075 cases, Africa 4,633 deaths from 164,615 cases, and 
Oceania 131 deaths from 8,621 cases.

-AFP

Coronavirus toll

Trending News
Quote for TodayQuote for Today
The greater our knowledge increases the more our ignorance unfolds.

 -John F. Kennedy

Word for TodayWord for Today

Caseous [keyseeuhs]–adjective - of or like cheese

Today in HistoryToday in History

1967 - The Six Day War begins when Israel launches simultaneous 
attacks against Egypt and Syria

Today is...Today is...

World Environment Day
A day that focuses the spotlight on how pollution, climate change, defor-
estation, and human overpopulation have drastically changed the way 
the world works and seeks to educate people about the consequences of 
human activity

USA: George Floyd memorial 
service observes 8 minutes, 46 
seconds of silence
- Meghan Markle pays a moving 
tribute to George Floyd, as she 
reflects on her own memories of 
racism when growing up in Los 
Angeles.
- Google researchers says campaign 
staffs for both President Donald 
Trump and Democratic rival Joe 
Biden have been targeted by foreign 
hackers, highlighting persistent 
data security concerns ahead of the 
November US election.
North Korea: Pyongyang lashes 
out at both Seoul and Washington, 

threatening to scrap key parts of 
agreements with South Korea and 
comparing the US to a setting sun 
being eclipsed by China.
EU: The European Commission 
calls on member states to lift all 
border restrictions by the end of 
June, saying the virus situation is 
"fast improving" in many coun-
tries.
Turkey: Parliament strips three 
opposition lawmakers of their 
jobs, triggering furious charges 
that President RecepTayyip Er-
dogan's government is seeking to 
further consolidate authoritarian 
rule.

South Africa: The health min-
istry says it had recorded 3,267 
novel coronavirus cases in 24 
hours, the biggest jump since the 
pandemic hit the country.
Netherlands: A Dutch judge 
postpones the planned cull of 
around 10,000 mink on farms in 
the country where coronavirus 
had been reported, after animal 
rights groups objected.
Syria: Government forces fire 
anti-aircraft systems in response 
to a deadly Israeli attack in the 
western province of Hama.
Egypt: The country’s prose-
cutor-general brings criminal 

charges against a father for 
the genital mutilation of his 
three daughters, while likewise 
charging a physician who alleg-
edly performed the illegal pro-
cedure.
Social Media: Facebook begins 
labelling media organizations 
whose editorial calls may be un-
der the influence of governments 
and says ads from those outlets 
would be blocked later this year.
- A top Twitter executive refuses 
to rule out suspending Donald 
Trump's account if the US presi-
dent continued posting incendi-
ary messages.

Russia declares emergency after 
Arctic oil spill
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Global events following the outbreak of 
the COVID-19 pandemic have resulted in 
the adoption of a two-pronged strategy by 
China - one at the international level and 
the other at the domestic level. 

At the international level, the Xi Jinping 
regime is taking on its foreign detractors in 
an aggressive way through ‘wolf diplomacy’ 
while needling them on the ground by sug-
gestive and intimidating military maneu-
vers. 

At the domestic level, the regime is con-
solidating itself politically by taking full 
control of weak links in the chain like au-
tonomous Hong Kong. On the economic 
front it is moving away from risky export-
oriented growth in a disturbed COVID cre-
ated environment with the US adding to the 
woes with a threat of sanctions. 

The Xi regime will now cater to an ex-
panded domestic market and stick to its 
plan to do away with “absolute poverty” by 
2020 end.

In response to US President Donald 
Trump’s accusation that China had deliber-
ately created and spread COVID-19 to de-
stroy the US and the Free World, and his 
threat to impose sanctions, China’s military 
has made moves on seas and lands belong-
ing to or claimed by America’s strategic al-
lies like Taiwan, Japan and India.

Its Air Force crossed the maritime bor-
der in the Taiwan Strait in February and 
March. It recently sent bombers into the 
Bashi Channel, which separates Taiwan 
and the Philippines, and the Miyako Strait, 
between Taiwan and the Japanese island 
of Okinawa. In April, the Chinese navy de-
ployed its first aircraft carrier, the Liaoning, 
through the Miyako Strait and Bashi Chan-
nel for exercises. Its troops made signifi-
cant intrusions across the Sino-Indian Line 
of Actual Control in the Sikkim and Ladakh 
sectors.

At the diplomatic level, China is now 
fielding a different breed of diplomats. 
They are no longer silent and inscrutable 
mandarins of the Deng Xiaoping era but 
aggressive and outspoken ‘wolfs’. 

The recently held ‘Two Sessions’ of Chi-
na’s ruling structures, brought out the Xi 
regime’s domestic concerns and its plans 
to address them. One of the main concerns 
was security. 

The regime saw the continued agitation 
in Hong Kong not as an yearning of its peo-
ple for the freedoms they had been assured 
of by the Sino-British agreement which 
transferred the territory to China, but as a 
US-instigated plot to hive Hong Kong away 
from China and spawn disaffection in other 
parts of China. 

To counter the threat it was felt that Chi-
na’s security and intelligence agencies had 
to be legally allowed to act in autonomous 
Hong Kong. 

A government resolution to enable this 
was approved at the Two Sessions. Al-
though the explanatory note put out by 
Xinhua assures that Hong Kong’s autono-
my will be retained in all other spheres, the 
West considers it as a fig leaf to cover a total 
takeover bid. 

Attended by about 3,000 national law-
makers and 2,000 political advisors, the 
week-long Two Sessions in Beijing, which 
conclude on May 28, reassured the Chinese 
masses that the basic goal of the Xi regime 
will be ‘Xiaokang’ or making China a “mod-
erately prosperous society” and ending ab-
solute poverty by 2020 end. 

In 2019, about 5.5 million people were 
still in absolute poverty.

Following X’s call for a people-oriented 
approach, which calls for putting the lives 
and livelihood of the people in the forefront 
and not GDP growth per se, the Two Ses-
sions decided not to fix a GDP growth target 
for 2020, but create local demand to make 
up for shortfalls in international demand. 

The Chinese economy had contracted 
6.8% year on year during the first quarter 
of 2020. Consumption, investment and ex-
ports have declined. Pressure on employ-
ment has risen significantly.  

But by changing its policies, China is hop-
ing to increase local investments and create 
nine million new urban jobs. The Two Ses-
sions approved cutting taxes and fees, re-
ducing production and operating costs and 
increasing financial support to keep busi-
ness operations stable.The Central govern-
ment is to cut its expenditure by 50%. 

The IMF, in a report in April, said that 
China's economy is expected to grow by 
9.2% in 2021, even as it projected the 
world’s economy to contract by 3% this 
year.

However, the domestic orientation does 
not mean that China will abandon the in-
ternational market because its Belt and 
Road Initiative (BRI) rests on international 
markets.Despite COVID-19, Chinese in-
vestment in BRI countries have increased 
by 11.7% year on year in the first quarter 
of 2020. Xi impinges resolutely against 
protectionism favored by his rival Donald 
Trump. 

The China International Import Expo, 
the world's first national-level exhibition 
dedicated to imports, will be held for the 
third year in Shanghai. More than 1,400 
companies have signed up for it.

Consolidation at home 
and aggressiveness 
abroad

US pandemic layoffs pass 42 mn with 
1.87 mn new weekly claims
WASHINGTON- The ranks of US work-
ers laid off at least temporarily by the 
coronavirus pandemic exceeded 42 mil-
lion, with 1.87 million new jobless benefit 
claims filed last week, the Labour Depart-
ment said.

The number of new claims filed in the 
week ended May 30, were slightly worse 
than expected but 249,000 less than the 
week prior, indicating the unprecedented 
layoffs were slowing.

"This and other indicators suggest not 
that the job market is improving but that 
it's getting bad less quickly," tweeted Jared 
Bernstein, senior fellow at the Centre on 
Budget and Policy Priorities think tank, 
noting this week's claims were 2.7 times 
higher than the previous one-week record. 
The insured unemployment rate indicat-

ing the number of people actually receiv-
ing benefits ticked up half a point to 14.8% 
the week ended May 23, with 21.5 million 
people receiving benefits.

That indicated fewer people were re-
turning to work after last week's report 
showed the rate of people receiving ben-
efits decreasing, perhaps from the impact 
of states allowing businesses to reopen.

The weekly government data comes 
ahead of the Labour Department's month-
ly unemployment report due out today (5), 
where April's 14.7% unemployment rate is 
set to head further upwards.

"National unemployment rate is likely 
at or above 20%, twice that of the Great 
Recession peak and full employment years 
away," Bernstein said.

-AFP
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COLOMBO - Sri Lanka’s central bank will 
increase the refinancing limit previously ap-
proved to provide working capital loans for 
pandemic-hit businesses and individuals by 
Rs 50 billion, a government spokesman said.

Co-cabinet spokesman Minister Bandula-
Gunawardena said the limit will be increased 

from Rs 100 billion to Rs 150 billion to assist 
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) and 
the self-employed affected by the COVID-19 
pandemic. He said the cabinet had approved 
a proposal by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
to increase the refinancing limit upon con-
sidering complaints received from various 

parties that they had not received relief from 
their banks.

Gunawardena elaborated the cabinet had 
decided to provide working capital needs at 
a concessional rate of 4% for COVID-19-hit 
businesses back in March under a special 
plan to control the economy amidst chal-

lenges to the global economy from the pan-
demic.

He said by increasing the refinancing limit 
to Rs 150 billion it was hoped every business 
hit by COVID-19 will benefit from the relief 
provided by the government.

-economynext.com

Central bank to increase refinancing limit for COVID-hit 
businesses

Coconut auction prices ease after 
5-week rally

Oil prices fall on concerns supply to 
rise as producers wrangle on cuts

Germany asks UK for ‘more realistic' 
approach in Brexit talksStocks close flat, rupee firmer

Govt. approves US$ 100mn solar energy 
project to power State institutions

COLOMBO - In commemorating World 
Environment Day (WED) which falls today 
(5), Biodiversity Sri Lanka (BSL), in collabo-
ration with its Initiating Partner - Dilmah 
Conservation (DC) and Associate Member 
- the United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP), will host a virtual dialogue on the 
Post-2020 Global Biodiversity Framework 
and the Role of Business on Tuesday (9).

The dialogue will be based on this year’s 
theme – Biodiversity - as designated by 
the United Nations, and will feature inter-
national and local experts including Dr. 
Markus Lehmann, Senior Program Man-
agement Officer, UN Environment and the 
Head of the Economic Policy Unit, Secre-
tariat of the Convention on Biological Di-
versity (CBD) joining in from Montreal, 
Canada, Gerard Bos, Director, Business and 

Biodiversity Programme, International Un-
ion for Conservation of Nature joining in 
from Gland, Switzerland, and several other 
leaders in business and sustainability from 
Sri Lanka. The experts will engage in a dis-
cussion on how Sri Lankan businesses have 
a role in supporting the country to achieve 
its goals within the framework, drawing ex-
amples of best practices and lessons learnt 
from around the world. The role of business-
es in conserving biodiversity and how these 
actions will contribute towards the achieve-
ment of the Sustainable Development Goals 
will also be debated.

The COVID-19 global pandemic has 
shown us how human health is intimately 
connected with our relationship to the natu-
ral world. Recovery from this crisis must 
also lead to countries uniting to conserve 

the natural world and its biodiversity, in 
line with global commitments to achieve a 
better future for all people and the planet. 
2020 is in fact a significant year for biodi-
versity. With one million plant and animal 
species facing extinction, there has never 
been a more important time to focus on 
the issue. 2020 is also a critical year for na-
tions’ commitments to conserving and re-
storing biodiversity, with it being the year 
for reviewing the achievement and delivery 
of the Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-
2020 of the CBD. It is also anticipated that 
in 2020, the Post-2020 Global Biodiversity 
Framework – the road map to overcoming 
biodiversity loss and utilizing it sustainably 
- will be finalized, together with decisions 
on related topics including capacity building 
and resource mobilization. Next year also 

provides an opportunity to ramp up to the 
start of the UN Decade on Ecosystem Res-
toration (2021-2030), intended to massively 
scale up the restoration of degraded and de-
stroyed ecosystems to fight the climate crisis 
and enhance food security, water supply and 
biodiversity.

As Sri Lanka’s only nationally recognized 
private sector network focusing on main-
streaming biodiversity in business, BSL to-
gether with the UNDP and DC, will lead the 
dialogue, ensuring business participation 
and commitment by the Sri Lankan private 
sector to support the Government of Sri 
Lanka, in working towards the Post-2020 
Global Biodiversity Framework.  The event 
is open to all and will be held at 17:00hrs 
IST. For further queries please contact 
hanan@biodiversitysrilanka.org.

CB to pay Rs 600,000 to The Finance 
depositors from Sunday
COLOMBO - The Central Bank has taken 
steps to begin paying compensations up to  
Rs 600,000 to all insured depositors of The 
Finance Company (TFC) as per the Regula-
tions of Sri Lanka Deposit Insurance and 
Liquidity Support Scheme.

The Central Bank said in a statement the 
balance amount if any will be settled after 
the liquidation of properties belonging to 
TFC.

The compensation payments will be 
made through the People’s Bank as the 
agent bank appointed by CBSL for this 
purpose. The first phase of the compensa-
tion payment for the individual depositors 

having a single deposit will commence on 
Sunday (7) at People’s Bank branch loca-
tions where TFC branches were previously 
operated.

The licence issued to The Finance Com-
pany PLC (TFC) to carry on finance busi-
ness has been cancelled with effect from 
May 22, 2020 in terms of the provisions of 
the Finance Business Act No. 42 of 2011.

Further details in this regard can be ob-
tained from the telephone numbers: CBSL 
– 0112-398788, 0112-2477261

People’s Bank – 0112-481594, 0112-
481320, 0112-481612, 0112-481703.

-ENCL

COLOMBO– Sri Lanka has green-lit a US$ 
100 million solar energy project to power state 
institutions , co-cabinet spokesman Minister 
BandulaGunawardena said yesterday (4), add-
ing that the renewable project will be funded 
with a US$ 100 million loan provided by the 
Indian government.

The project expects to cover the electricity 
needs of hospitals, universities, schools, secu-
rity forces headquarters and administrative 
offices, he said.

He said the cabinet had agreed to a proposal 
to build a 300MW power plant in Puttalam in 

order to prevent a national power crisis in the 
future. Gunawardena said the main reason for 
the recurring power crisis in the island was the 
failure of the previous Yahapalana Govern-
ment to commence the construction of even 
one major power generating project in the last 
five years.

He also noted that Power and Energy Min-
ister Mahinda Amaraweera and the Ceylon 
Electricity Board (CEB) have been warned 
about a possible power crisis triggered by CEB 
unions including the engineers’ union.

-economynext.com

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka stocks down 
0.03% at close yesterday (4) dragged by 
Asiri Hospital Holdings while the rupee 
closed stronger at 185.45/55, dealers and 
brokers said.

Commercial Banks in Colombo quoted 
an average buying rate of Rs 183.2700 for 
the US dollar yesterday morning, higher 
from 183.3700 buying rate on Wednesday 
(3). While the selling rate quoted yesterday 
morning was Rs 188.0700 from Wednes-
day’s selling rate of Rs 188.2700.

Sri Lanka’s equity and secondary mar-
kets closed early yesterday with little activ-
ity amid the island wide curfew imposed 
ahead of today’s (5) PosonPoya religious 
holiday.

On Wednesday, the rupee closed at 
185.75/85 to the US dollar in the spot mar-
ket.

In the equities market, Colombo’s All 
Share Price Index (ASPI) fell 1.40 points to 
close at 4,781.03. However, S&P SL20 in-
dex of more liquid stocks climbed 0.35% or 
6.76 points to 1,956.10.

Market turnover amounted to Rs 605 
million with 54 stocks gaining and 47 mak-
ing losses.

The total foreign net selling in the mar-
ket until June 4, 2020, amounted to Rs 
7.08 billion

Hemas Holdings stocks gained Rs 2.10 to 
trade at Rs 62.00 a share at the close after 
Fitch ratings upgraded the domestic rating 

of the company to ‘AAA(lka)’ from ‘AA-
(lka)’ in the wake of a re-calibration of the 
local rating scale after the downgrade of the 
sovereign rating, low borrowings, and less 
volatile business segments.

The rating agency said its healthcare 
segment would be protected from import 
controls as it had been listed as essential 
goods.

Hemas Holdings’ Sri Lanka rating lifted 
to ‘AAA(lka)’ by Fitch

The main contributor to ASPI’s fall, Asiri 
Hospital stock traded at Rs 18.00 a share, 
down Rs 1.00 from Wednesday’s close.

Dialog Axiata stocks fell 10 cents to trade 
at Rs 10.00 a share while Trans Asia Hotels 
stocks down Rs 3.40 to Rs 55.60 a share, 
also contributing to ASPI’s fall.

In the secondary government securities 
market, bond yields eased in moderate 
trade, dealers said.

A bond maturing on 10.08.2021 closed at 
6.95/05% yesterday, steady from 6.95/10% 
at Wednesday’s close, while a new 2-year 
bond maturing on 15.12.2022 closed at 
7.67/70%, down from 7.75/80% and a 
bond maturing on 15.01.2023 closed at 
7.70/75%, falling from 7.80/85%.

A bond maturing on 15.09.2024 closed 
at 8.35/37%, easing from 8.38/42% at the 
previous day’s end, while a bond maturing 
on 15.10.2027 closed at 8.85/87%, down 
from 8.85/90% at Wednesday’s close.

-economynext.com

BRUSSELS - Germany said yesterday (4) 
Britain should give ground in Brexit trade 
talks and help break a stalemate in which 
both sides are dug into their positions.

While an agreement is possible, German 
EU ambassador Michael Clauss insists Lon-
don will have to show "a more realistic ap-
proach" to reach one by the end of the year.

It was not possible for Britain to have "full 
sovereignty and at the same time full access 
to the EU's internal market," Clauss told a 
panel at the European Policy Centre think 
tank.

The EU and Britain are holding a fourth 
round of virtual talks on their future relations 
following the UK's split from the bloc after 40 
years of membership.

Britain left the European Union on Janu-
ary 31 and is now in a transition period until 
the end of the year during which it enjoys the 
benefits of EU membership. 

A meeting is planned for later in June be-
tween Prime Minister Boris Johnson, EU 
Council President Charles Michel and Com-
mission President Ursula von der Leyen to 
take stock of the situation. Clauss said that 
the EU was working on the assumption that 

Britain would "not demand an extension" of 
the transition period beyond the end of the 
year.

Both sides are working towards establish-
ing zero-tariff trade ties, but neither side have 
budged from their red lines.

Turning to other subjects, Clauss said a 
deal to establish a 750 billion euro ($840 bil-
lion) recovery fund for Europe was possible 
this summer, but would be difficult.

Germany takes over the EU's six-month 
rotating presidency on July 1 and will be key 
to finding consensus among the 27 member 
states to approve the rescue plan.

EU leaders are to hold a virtual meeting 
on June 19 to advance on the matter, but a 
European official on Wednesday said a deal 
would require a face-to-face summit, hope-
fully in July.

Negotiations towards a recovery fund op-
pose so-called "frugal" countries such as 
Austria and the Netherlands against France, 
Spain and Italy that want swift action to lift 
Europe's economy.

If passed, the proposal would be the biggest 
EU stimulus package in history.

-AFP

COLOMBO – Sri Lanka’s average coco-
nut prices fell 1.1% to Rs 50,402 for a 1000 
nuts at the last auction on May 28, from Rs 
50,970 a week earlier, ending a five week 
rally, official data showed.

The highest price was Rs 58,100 for 
1,000 nuts, and the lowest, Rs 45,000 at 
the auction conducted by Sri Lanka’s Coco-
nut Development Authority on March 28.

Palm oil, a close substitute for coconut 
oil has been taxed at Rs 350 a kilogram.

Buyers offered 943,000 nuts at the auc-
tion and sold 529,000. The key buyers at 
the auctions are from industrial sectors 

such as desiccated coconut and oil mills. 
Sri Lanka’s coconut prices have picked 
up steadily from an average of Rs 38,215 
when auctions resumed on April 9 using 
zoom.com, after the prices dropped from 
Rs 45,500 on March 12.

Sri Lanka’s coconut production was 
estimated to have dropped 6.69% to 467 
million nuts in the first two months of the 
year.

Sri Lanka has also raised taxes on veg-
etable oils to Rs350 a kilogram, helping 
drive up coconut oil prices. 

-economynext.com

MELBOURNE - Oil prices fell yesterday 
(4), reversing gains in the previous session, 
on concerns that supply will rise if major 
producers are unable to agree to extend the 
depth of output cuts that have supported re-
cent gains.

Brent crude futures fell 1%, or 41 cents, to 
$39.38 a barrel as of 0157 GMT.

U.S. West Texas Intermediate (WTI) crude 
futures fell 1.6%, or 61 cents, to $36.68 a bar-
rel.

Saudi Arabia and Russia, two of the world's 
biggest oil producers, have agreed to support 
extending into July the 9.7 million barrels per 
day (bpd) in supply cuts backed in April by 
the OPEC+ group, comprised of the Organi-
zation of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
and other major producers.

However, they failed to agree on holding an 
OPEC+ meeting yesterday to discuss the cuts, 
with OPEC sources saying it would be condi-
tional on countries that have not complied 
with their targets deepening their cuts. "The 

market has taken a look at that and said it's 
getting more complicated to get that deal over 
the line," said Lachlan Shaw, head of com-
modity research at National Australia Bank.

"If they don't get that mechanism in place...
that suggests the output cut for July will be 
abandoned."

That would imply OPEC+ would go back to 
what they agreed in April, which was to ease 
their supply cuts to 7.7 million bpd from July, 
he said.

Further, Saudi Arabia and other Gulf pro-
ducers Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates 
are not planning to extend voluntary output 
cuts of 1.8 million bpd after June, indicating 
crude supply will rise next month no matter 
what OPEC+ decides.

Surging fuel stockpiles and mixed demand 
data in the United States, the world's biggest 
oil user, also weighed on prices because of 
fears about a slow recovery in US demand as 
states emerge from coronavirus lockdowns.

-Agencies

A Nissan employee burns a Nissan uniform during a protest against the closure of the Japanese cars 
manufacturer's plant in Barcelona yesterday (4). Japanese carmaker Nissan has decided to shut 
its factory in Barcelona where 3,000 people are employed, the Spanish government said yesterday

- LLUIS GENE / AFP

By P. K. Balachandran

Shaping Sri Lanka businesses to adopt the post-2020 global biodiversity framework
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COLOMBO - The police are investi-
gating the alleged assault on an autistic 
14-year old boy at Dharga Town, Aluth-
gama, by policemen on duty during the 
curfew last month, Police Spokesman 
Jaliya Senaratne  said yesterday (4).

The CCTV footage of the incident 
where the 14-year-old autistic boy, 
Thariq Ahamed, is seen being attacked 
by police last month was posted by for-
mer MP Ali Zahir Moulana in his official 
Twitter account yesterday. It has gone 
viral since then.

Senaratne said statements have been 
taken from the father of the child. CCTV 
footages of the incident had also been 
handed over to the police.

“Currently, the police are waiting for 
the medical reports of the child, who 
had been presented for a medical exam-
ination,” he said.

According to Moulana’s tweet, Thariq 
was diagnosed with autism spectrum 
disorder when he was four years old, 
and today, he has the mental capacity of 
a six-year-old. 

On May 25, while curfew was im-
posed, Thariq had wandered out of his 
house on his bicycle and had ventured 
by the Ambagaha Junction in Dharga 
Town, in the vicinity of a police check-
point manned by six to seven policemen.

CCTV footage shows the boy being 
accosted by a policeman in civvies and 
pushed violently off his bicycle as he is 
pulled to his feet. 

Another five policemen walk up and 
start assaulting him, including slapping 
him across the face, head and torso. 

He is then dragged across the road 
towards the checkpoint and a nearby 
petrol station where two more persons 
in civilian clothing, who stopped by in a 
three-wheeler, also join the police in as-
saulting him.

The former MP tweeted that Thariq, 
being autistic, was not able to effectively 
communicate who he was and what he 
was doing. 

Moulanastated that according to 
Thariq’s father, he was visibly terrified 
and disoriented and when the father 
had arrived, the police had released 
Thariq after the father had explained his 
son’s medical condition.

The officers, according to Moulana, 
had then proceeded to verbally abuse 
the father, and upon realizing that the 
child was in fact mentally ill, allowed the 
father to take the boy away, but not be-
fore forcing the father to agree that the 
fault was his in letting his son out of the 
house.

The former MP said father was “hu-
miliated by the police as well as the 
Medical Officer who had said the boy 
should be taken to the Angoda mental 
institution.”

Thariq, who suffered a cut on his head 
and several on his back and arms, along 
with several bruises all over his body, 
was terrified and was fearful to let any-
one come near him immediately after 
the attack, and remains that way to this 
day.

When the father had approached the 
local police station to file a complaint he 
was told that the mistake was his in let-
ting his son leave the house and no fur-
ther action was taken.

On Twitter #Justice For Thariq was 
the number one trending hashtag yes-
terday after the CCTV footage went vi-
ral.

Mixed in with support for the Black 
Lives Matter on social media Thariq’s 
plight was being compared to the vio-
lent discrimination by police in the US 
against people of colour.

Rehan Jayewickreme Chairman of the 
Weligama Urban Council also tweeted 
that others have to become Thariq’s 
voice. 

-economynext.com

Police probing 
alleged 
assault on 
autistic teen 
by cops

COLOMBO– Sri Lankans returning 
from abroad are to be held in a temporary 
location until their PCR tests results are 
confirmed, following which they will be 
transferred to a hospital or quarantine 
centres, based on the results.

The president office in a statement 
yesterday (4), said President Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa had instructed the returnees 
be accommodated in a separate location 
equipped with all the necessary facilities 
until the test results are released.

“It was decided to set up a laboratory at 
the airport premises in order to speed up 
obtaining results of PCR tests,” the state-

ment said, adding that as the pandemic is 
likely to last for a considerable time, the 
president had highlighted the importance 
of having such a facility at the airport.

The president, during a meeting at the 
president’s office with the anti-coronavi-
rus task force had also discussed the pos-
sibility of doing coronavirus tests at the 
countries of origin.

Sri Lanka, which has been repatriating 
overseas workers and students who could 
not come back before airports were closed 
on March 19, has seen a spike in coronavi-
rus infections among the returnees. In the 
past Sri Lankan authorities had displayed 

a reluctance to conduct tests on those un-
der quarantine, looking for ‘indications,’ 
but some of the testing gaps have been 
closed.

For a person who is tested without 
quarantine, a lone negative test is valid 
only for a day or two and indicates that 
the viral load of an infected person was 
not sufficient to give a positive test.

According to media reports Sri Lanka 
gives certificates to quarantined persons 
when they leave after two weeks in quar-
antine.

In Vietnam, the country which is per-
haps the most successful in containing 

the coronavirus, a quarantine person is 
tested a minimum of five times, observers 
familiar with the strategies adopted in the 
country say.

At least three tests are conducted, once 
during the quarantine period and twice 
during a two-week self quarantine.  Re-
covered persons are also tested after re-
lease.

Several recovered persons in Vietnam 
had tested positive and had been re-
admitted to hospital as a precautionary 
measure, though none had been found to 
have infected anyone else. 

-ENCL/economynext.com

Coronavirus tests at holding centres before quarantine 
for Sri Lankan returnees

Govt. debunks rumours of Lankan migrant 
workers committing suicide in Kuwait

More stranded Indians to be repatriated US diplomat did not refuse PCR test 

Rat fever kills 10, infects 2000

Arrested for forging president’s signature

Security heightened as 2-day nationwide 
curfew gets underway

Justice Fernando sworn in as President, Court of Appeal in Seychelles

COLOMBO - A 37-year- old man, who had 
forged President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s sig-
nature and letterhead, was remanded till 
Monday (8) by the Fort Magistrate’s Court 
yesterday (4).

The suspect, who had been terminated 
from his employment at a State bank, had 
been arrested after suspicion had arisen 
after the letter of recommendation bearing 
the president’s signature and letterhead, 
that was handed over to a manager of a 
bank on May 28.

The manager who had invited the sus-
pect for a discussion at the bank premises 

on Wednesday (3) had handed over the 
man to the Colombo Fraud Investigation 
Bureau on suspicion, following which he 
was arrested.

During further investigations by the 
Criminal Investigations Department the 
suspect had confessed that he had used his 
personal laptop to forge the president’s sig-
nature and letterhead.

The police had thereafter inspected the 
suspect’s house in Kurunegala and had 
seized a laptop and pen drive that were 
used to forge the documents.

-Newswire

COLOMBO - Security was heightened 
across Sri Lanka yesterday (4) as a two-
day nationwide curfew got underway to 
prevent people from gathering and leaving 
their homes ahead of a religious holiday 
today (5) amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, 
authorities said.

The curfew which came into effect from 
4:00 a.m. yesterday will be lifted at 4:00 
on Saturday (6), a statement from the 
President's Media Division said.

From Saturday onward, curfew will be 
imposed from 10:00 p.m. to 4:00 a.m. in 
all districts daily, to prevent people from 
leaving their homes at night.

According to the police, the two-day na-
tionwide curfew was imposed ahead of the 
PosonPoya, an important religious day for 
the majority Buddhists, marking the arriv-
al of Buddhism in the country in the third 
century BC. 

Every year, thousands of devotees gath-
er in Anuradhapura, in north-central Sri 
Lanka, where the sacred bo tree is locat-
ed, to offer their prayers, but this year the 
government has urged people not to leave 
their homes as the number of COVID-19 
patients rose to above 1,700 in the country.

Police and tri forces personnel were de-
ployed across the country to nab those vio-
lating the curfew but the government said 
employees from the private sector could 
travel to work, showing a letter from their 
employer.

According to Sri Lanka's Health Minis-
try, 1,790 patients have been detected with 
the COVID-19 virus to date, of which 839 
have recovered and been discharged from 
hospital. Eleven deaths have also been re-
ported. 

- Xinhua

COLOMBO– The government yesterday 
(4) dismissed Social Media chatter that 
two Sri Lankan migrant workers in Kuwait 
have taken their own lives as baseless,  with 
a spokesman for the Sri Lankan Mission in 
Kuwait clarifying that two suicides being 
referred to were of migrant workers from 
the Philippines and India.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Foreign Rela-
tions said in a statement the greatest vul-
nerability at the moment was in the Mal-
dives, particularly in Greater Malé, where 
a red alert has been declared by the Mal-
divian Government, which has explicitly 
requested foreign governments to evacuate 
their citizens.

Of the approximately 7000 Sri Lankans 
presently seeking repatriation from the 
Maldives, almost 2000 are in Greater Malé.

On May 14, the Sri Lanka government 
expatriated 284 Sri Lankans, including sev-
eral medical emergency cases from Greater 
Malé with special approval from the Mal-

divian health authorities. The ministry also 
said the Maldivian authorities had agreed 
to carry out PCR tests before repatriating 
the Sri Lankans, provided that PCR test kits 
and medical personnel from Sri Lanka are 
made available to conduct the tests.

The entire capital region of Greater Malé 
is in lockdown after the number of COV-
ID-19 cases in the country crossed 1,500, 
local media reported.

The lockdown, first applied to Greater 
Male on April 15 and scheduled to end on 
May 28, has been extended for two weeks 
until June 11, though a number of restric-
tions will be eased to resume economic ac-
tivity.

Shops and private offices are allowed to 
re-open, while construction can resume 
in Male and Hulhulmale with the permis-
sion of the Male City Council and Housing 
Development Corporation (HDC) respec-
tively.

-economynext.com

COLOMBO- Two more flights have been 
arranged to repatriate Indian nationals 
stranded in Sri Lanka.  The flights, sched-
uled to depart on June 15 and 22, to Ben-
galuru and Delhi/Lucknow/Gaya, are part 
of phase III of ‘Vande Bharat Mission’, a 
Government of India initiative, the larg-
est ever repatriation of Indian nationals 
stranded in different parts of the world due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

A statement from the Indian High Com-
mission in Colombo said a passenger 
manifest would be prepared for the flights 
based on the registrations received by the 
Mission, and that priority will be given to 
compelling cases of persons in distress, 
including migrant workers/labourers who 
have been laid off, short term visa holders 
faced with expiry of visa, people with medi-
cal emergency/ pregnant women/elderly, 

those required to return to India due to 
death of family member, and students.

It said information regarding the flight 
will be updated on the High Commission 
of India website. It also noted that as the 
High Commission had received a large 
number of repatriation requests, only 
some of the registered people would be ac-
commodated on the flights that have been 
scheduled and that short-listed passengers 
will be informed through email 

The statement also said passengers will 
bear the cost of travel as well as for manda-
tory quarantine facilities on arrival in In-
dia. Information regarding quarantine fa-
cilities and Standard operating Procedure 
followed by respective States/UT Govern-
ments is available on the High Commission 
of India website.

-ENCL

COLOMBO –An American diplomat who 
arrived in Sri Lanka recently did not refuse 
to undergo a PCR test at the Bandaranaike 
International Airport (BIA), Chairman 
of the Airport and Aviation Services (Sri 
Lanka) Ltd. G.A. Chandrasiri said yester-
day (4), clarifying claims to the contrary. 
However, he said the American diplomat 
had been asked to remain at the BIA after 
arriving in the county, as officials were un-
sure of the steps to be taken with regards 
to PCR tests for diplomats.

There had been reports that the diplo-
mat had refused to be tested and had left 
the airport.

Chandrasiri said the diplomat had re-
mained at the airport for several hours 
while airport officials made inquiries with 
the relevant officials on the procedure that 
needs to be followed when dealing with a 
diplomat.

He said that the US diplomat had pro-
duced a document stating that a PCR test 
was not required on him.

However, since airport officials were not 
sure of the procedure they had requested 
he remain at the airport till clearance is 
obtained and he had complied.

Meanwhile, US Embassy spokesperson 
Nancy VanHorn said US diplomatic staff 
adheres carefully to theSri Lankan COV-
ID-19 guidelines, including quarantine 
restrictions, in close coordination with the 
Ministry of Foreign Relations.

She said the arrival of US diplomatic 
staff to Sri Lanka also complies with the 
norms and procedures outlined in the Vi-
enna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 
just as it applies to arrival of Sri Lankan 
and other diplomatic staff to the United 
States. 

-CG

COLOMBO - Ten people have died and 
over 2,000 are infected with rat fever in 
Sri Lanka so far this year, local media re-
ported quoting the Epidemiology Unit of 
the Health Ministry.

According to official statistics, 2,198 
patients were infected with rat fever up 
to June 1, with the highest number of pa-
tients reported from Ratnapura in south 
central Sri Lanka.

According to the Epidemiology Unit, an 
increase in the number of patients was re-
ported in January, February, and May.

Over 500 cases were reported from Rat-
napura, while over 200 were reported from 
Kalutara, on the outskirts of Colombo. The 

southern town of Galle had also reported 
over 200 patients.

In 2019, a total of 6,021 rat fever pa-
tients were reported across the country 
and those most vulnerable were farmers, 
drain workers, canal cleaners, and persons 
who swam and played in contaminated 
water.

According to medical officers, the symp-
toms for rat fever include fever, chills, con-
junctival suffusion, muscle tenderness and 
headache and decrease in passing urine.

The Epidemiology Unit has urged those 
suffering from the symptoms to seek medi-
cal treatment immediately.

- Xinhua

Justice Anthony Francis Tissa Fernando, 
who holds both Sri Lankan and Seychel-
lois citizenship, was sworn as the Presi-
dent of the Court of Appeal of Seychelles 
by the country’s president, Danny Faure, 
on Monday (June 1). 

 The President of the Court of Appeal is 
the head of the Judiciary in the Seychelles, 
as the Court of Appeal is the apex and fi-
nal appellate court, hearing appeals from 
the Supreme Court and the Constitutional 
Court, which is a division of the Supreme 
Court. 

Fernando, who is also a Visiting Justice 
of Appeal of the Court of Appeal of Fiji 
since 2015, was appointed a Justice of the 
Court Appeal in 2009.  He had been the 
Attorney General of the Seychelles for 10 
years (from January 1999 to 2009), having 
joined the AG’s Department in 1991.

Before leaving for Seychelles, he served 
as a State Counsel/Senior State Counsel in 

the AG’s Department in Sri Lanka for 11 
years, having been admitted to the Bar in 
Sri Lanka in 1979.

Justice Fernando has had several of 
his judgments in criminal, constitutional, 
election, and civil law published in the 
Law Reports of the Commonwealth (LRC) 
- Volumes 2012 onward. He is also a UN-
ODC expert on Maritime Piracy, having 
written widely on the subject and made 
several presentations in international fo-
rums and academic institutions.  He is a 
Peer Reviewer for the Commonwealth Law 
Bulletin, a member of the Consultancy 
Pool for Rule of Law Projects in the Com-
monwealth Secretariat, and a member of 
the Steering Committee of the Africa Re-
gional Judges’ Forum on HIV/TB, Human 
Rights & the Law. He has also served as an 
executive committee member of the Inter-
national Association of Anti-Corruption 
Authorities. 

A Colombo Municipal Council employee fumigates an area in Colombo yesterday (4), as 
part of the Council’s four-day dengue eradication campaign that got underway yesterday. 
A statement from the Department of Information said all premises will be inspected by a 
team comprising a Public Health Inspector, a police officer and an officer of the Garbage 
Management Section, while simultaneously, all drainage channels, sewage systems and 
manholes in the city would also be inspected and cleaned. It also warned legal action will be 
taken against owners of places that are identified at the inspections as mosquito breeding 
places. The Colombo Municipal Commissioner has called for public assistance to maintain 
Colombo as a dengue free zone

– J. Sujeewakumar/ENCL



JUNE 05 - 07, 2020 WEEKEND EXPRESS

By John Eligon, Richard A. Oppel Jr. and 
Sarah Mervosh

By Jason Gutierrez and Richard C. Paddock

HOT TOPICSHOT TOPICS

Philippine dissenters 
may face terrorist 
designation 

HONG KONG - On another day of ten-
sion in Hong Kong its legislature passed 
a controversial law criminalizing the 
mockery of China’s national anthem 
and protesters defied a police ban to 
mark the anniversary of the 1989 Tian-
anmen Square crackdown with a vigil.

Many fear this year’s Tiananmen 
Square commemoration might be Hong 
Kong’s last, as the proposed imposition 
of national security laws by China on 
the semi-autonomous city would pre-
vent and punish “acts and activities” 
that threaten national security.

The anthem law was passed with 41 
votes for and one against the bill after 
a number of pro-democracy lawmakers 
were ejected for staging a noisy protest.  
Those who were able to vote were large-
ly from the pro-Beijing camp, as the 
pro-democracy lawmakers were taking 
part in a last-minute protest that meant 
they couldn’t vote. 

The newly passed anthem law prohib-
its behaviours that “insult” or misuse 
the Chinese national anthem, including 
“publicly and intentionally” altering its 
lyrics or score, and playing or singing it 
in a “distorted or disrespectful way”.

Shortly before 1:00 p.m. local time, 
pro-democracy lawmakers Eddie Chu 
and Ray Chan were ejected from the 
council chamber after staging a protest 
prior to the vote. Before they were led 
away, Chu dropped a pot of pungent 
liquid on the floor. He and Chan later 
held placards outside emblazoned with 
the message: “A murderous state stinks 
forever.” They said the pro-democracy 
camp would use any means to stop the 
national anthem bill from passing. 

Most amendments raised by the 
pro-democracy lawmakers to limit the 
power of the proposed law were voted 
down by the pro-China lawmakers in 
the morning session.

Offences under the anthem law are 
punishable with a fine of HK$50,000 
(£5,150) and up to three years in jail. It 
also stipulates that the anthem should 
be included in school education to teach 
students “the history and spirit of the 

national anthem”. Critics fear that the 
vague definitions of terms like “insult” 
and “derogatory” in the legislation could 
threaten freedom of expression in Hong 
Kong. The law coincides with plans by 
Beijing to force through sweeping na-
tional security rules on Hong Kong to 
stamp out anti-government protests, 
which started a year ago. 

The proposed laws would punish 
“acts and activities” that threaten na-
tional security, including secession, 
subversion and terrorism and foreign 
interference. 

Opposition lawmakers have argued 
that patriotism cannot be forced. Some 
Hong Kong football fans have booed 
the national anthem during World Cup 
qualifiers in the past, prompting Beijing 
to order legislation.

The anthem, titled ‘The March of the 
Volunteers’, was written in wartime in 
the 1930s and calls on people to “arise, 
ye who refuse to be slaves!”

Thousands demonstrated against the 
bill on May 24 and again last week when 
its second reading resumed in the leg-
islature. Protesters were dispersed by 
police who fired pepper pellets and used 
water cannon. 

Meanwhile thousands defied a police 
ban and thronged to downtown Victoria 
Park, where commemorations have tak-
en place for the past 30 years, to mark 
the June 4 anniversary of the military 
crackdown on the Tiananmen pro-de-
mocracy movement in Beijing. Unlike 
past years, no organised ceremony was 
allowed as police refused to give dem-
onstrators a permit. 

Police loudhailers could be heard 
at the park and nearby areas warning 
people against participating in unap-
proved gatherings.  Police sources told 
local media that they would not enter 
the park unless the event turned violent.

People held candle lights and chanted 
slogans, but unlike past years when they 
called for the vindication of the 1989 
pro-democracy movement, most were 
shouting slogans popular in the recent 
anti-government movement, including 

ones calling for independence, such as 
“Free HK, democracy now!” and “Hong 
Kong Independence, only way!” 

Some sang the unofficial anthem of 
the anti-government protests: “Glory to 
Hong Kong.”

“I will continue to do things that I 
want and say things I want to say,” said 
Lawrence, 25, a retailer, who would 
not give his full name. “I will not be 
silenced. Instead of being silenced, I’d 
rather sacrifice for freedom.”

“While we can come out, I want to do 
more,” said Mrs Wong, 60. “The knife 
will come down very soon. It’s going to 
be a long, long battle.”

Chains and rails surrounded the foot-
ball fields and basketball courts yester-
day with notices saying they were closed 
due to the coronavirus infections, al-
though critics say the government used 
the disease as an excuse to bar the event 
from taking place. 

The Hong Kong Alliance in Support 
of Patriotic Democratic Movements of 
China, which has organised the vigil for 
the past 30 years, asked Hong Kongers 
to hold individual commemorations 
through lighting candles wherever they 
were in the city on the anniversary. 

Rights groups say the government is 
using Covid-19 as a pretext to stifle free-
dom of expression as numerous restric-
tions, including on swimming pools and 
religious gatherings, were recently lifted 
due to low numbers of infections.

“The banning of the vigil together 
with the two new laws would have pro-
found implications on the HK society,” 
said Rowena He, author of Tiananmen 
Exiles and associate professor of history 
at Chinese University of Hong Kong.

“[But] you cannot easily push people 
into darkness once they have experi-
enced light. 

People in Hong Kong have persis-
tently and collectively showed the world 
that there was something that cannot 
be crushed by guns, tanks, and prisons, 
that is the human spirit for truth and 
justice.”

-The Guardian

By Verna Yu

Hong Kong protesters hold banned 
Tiananmen vigil as anthem law is passed

3 more charged, 
accused of aiding in 
Floyd’s killing
ST. PAUL, Minn. — The three Minneapolis 
police officers who failed to intervene while 
George Floyd was killed were charged on 
Wednesday (3) with aiding in his death, and 
officials pressed a more severe charge against 
Derek Chauvin, the officer who pinned Floyd to 
the ground with a knee for nearly nine minutes 
while he pleaded, “I can’t breathe.”

Announcing the charges, Keith Ellison, Min-
nesota’s attorney general, who was assigned by 
the governor to handle the closely watched case, 
asked for patience during what he said would 
be a lengthy investigation and cautioned that 
history revealed serious challenges in prosecu-
tions of police officers. Chauvin is now charged 
with second-degree murder.

“We’re here today because George Floyd is 
not here. He should be here,” said Ellison, a for-
mer Democratic congressman and civil rights 
lawyer, adding later: “Trying this case will not 
be an easy thing. Winning a conviction will be 
hard.”

“I take no joy in this,” Ellison said. “But I feel 
a tremendous sense of duty and responsibility.”

On a ninth straight night of demonstrations, 
thousands of people amassed Wednesday even-
ing, including on the streets of West Hollywood, 
California, and outside the Colorado State Cap-
itol. Issuing intensifying calls for changes to 
American policing, the protesters showed no 
signs of calling off their activism. 

The fallout from Floyd’s death continued 
unabated as his official autopsy, released for 
the first time, revealed that he was known to 
have had the coronavirus in early April, though 
he was believed to be asymptomatic at the time 
of his death. Demonstrators have regularly 
pointed out that police violence and COVID-19 
are disproportionately affecting African Ameri-
cans.

Some of the demonstrators who have taken 
to the streets lauded the new criminal charges 
against the Minneapolis officers, who were all 
fired last week, in a case that set off waves of 
anger and outrage since a video of Floyd’s death 
became public. Many had called for harsher 
charges against Chauvin, who was initially 
charged with third-degree murder, and for 
charges against the other officers. Still, many 
protesters said the new charges would not 
quell the demonstrations, which were seeking 
broader systemic changes to the nation’s justice 
system.

The new charges came on the eve of a memo-
rial that is expected to draw large crowds to a 
Minneapolis chapel to remember Floyd, and 
representatives for the family described the mo-
ment as a painful yet necessary development.

Gov. Tim Walz of Minnesota, a Democrat, 
said he viewed the charges as “a meaning-
ful step toward justice for George Floyd.” But 
he added, “We must also recognize that the 
anguish driving protests around the world is 
about more than one tragic incident.”

In the new charges announced by Ellison, 
Chauvin, a white police officer who could be 
seen in a video pinning Floyd, a black security 
guard, beneath his knee for nearly nine min-
utes, was charged with second-degree murder, 
a count that is more serious and could carry a 
longer prison sentence than the third-degree 
murder charge he initially faced.

In Minnesota, second-degree murder re-
quires prosecutors to prove either that Chauvin 
intended to kill Floyd, or that he did so while 
committing another felony. A court filing indi-
cated that prosecutors planned to take the lat-
ter approach. Third-degree murder does not 
require an intent to kill, according to the Min-
nesota statute, only that the perpetrator caused 
someone’s death in a dangerous act “without 
regard for human life.”

Under Minnesota law, second-degree murder 
comes with a maximum sentence of 40 years in 
prison, and accomplices can be eligible for the 
same penalties as the primary defendant.

Three other officers who were present — 
Thomas Lane, J. Alexander Kueng and Tou 
Thao — were charged with aiding and abet-
ting second-degree murder. Lane and Kueng 
are white and Thao is Hmong, according to 
a spokesman for Ellison. Chauvin was also 
charged with manslaughter in the second de-
gree, and the three other officers also were 
charged with aiding and abetting manslaughter 
in the second degree.

Lawyers for the four officers declined to com-
ment or did not respond to inquiries. Court 
appearances were scheduled for as early as yes-
terday (4) for at least some of them. Chauvin, 
who has been in custody since last week, was 
scheduled to appear in court Monday, accord-
ing to jail records.

New court documents, released Wednesday, 
shed light on what happened before Floyd’s 
death on May 25.

The episode began when Kueng and Lane, 
answering a 911 call from a store clerk about 
receiving a fake $20 bill from a customer, ap-
proached a parked car. Lane drew his handgun 
and pointed it at Floyd through an open win-
dow, putting the gun back in his holster after 
Floyd put his hands on the steering wheel.

The two officers then took Floyd and sat him 
on the ground, handcuffed. “When Mr. Floyd sat 
down he said, ‘thank you man,’ and was calm,” 
according to a statement of probable cause. But 
when officers tried to put him in the squad car, 
Floyd stiffened and fell to the ground.

Floyd said he was not resisting but that he 
was claustrophobic and did not want to go in 
the back seat. He struggled with the two officers 
and with Chauvin and Thao, who had arrived 
separately. After that, Floyd was put face down 
on the ground, Chauvin’s knee on his neck, the 
court documents said.

Lane held his legs and Kueng held his back. 
Floyd began to cry out “I can’t breathe” and “I’m 
about to die.” Lane asked whether they should 
roll Floyd on his side. “No, staying put where we 
got him,” Chauvin responded, according to the 
document. Lane then said, “I am worried about 
excited delirium or whatever.” Chauvin replied, 
“That’s why we have him on his stomach.”

Soon after, Floyd stopped moving, and he 
was later pronounced dead at the Hennepin 
County Medical Centre.

-New York Times

Defying a ban, people gathered in Hong Kong's Victoria Park yesterday (4), to observe the annual vigil for victims of the 
Tiananmen killings. In a break with tradition, the authorities in Hong Kong, citing fears about the coronavirus, imposed a 
ban on the Tiananmen vigil in Victoria Park, an annual event that often brings together a sea of candlelit faces against 
the backdrop of the city’s dense buildings

- Lam YikFei/The New York Times
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MANILA — President Rodrigo Duterte of the Phil-
ippines is expected to sign sweeping anti-terrorism 
legislation critics said yesterday (4) would allow au-
thorities to classify government opponents as terror-
ists and detain people for critical social media posts.

The measure, which has passed both houses of 
Congress, neared finalization as the United Nations 
released a scathing report that cites widespread hu-
man rights violations under Duterte, including the 
extrajudicial killing of more than 8,000 people.

Despite years of international and domestic criti-
cism over rights abuses, Duterte appears eager to 
double down on his strategy of suppressing dissent 
and to give the police an even freer hand to crack 
down.

Critics said the legislation was so broadly written 
that it would allow the arrest and detention of people 
without a warrant or a charge for criticizing the gov-
ernment or acts such as causing property damage or 
carrying a weapon.

“It’s obvious that the bill is not after real terrorists,” 
said Senator Leila de Lima, a critic of Duterte who has 
been imprisoned for more than three years. “There is 
a new crime here, called inciting to terrorism. Just 
protest against not receiving aid amid the pandemic, 
and they can charge you with ‘inciting.”

Duterte, 75, won election in 2016 on a pledge to kill 
100,000 criminals in his first six months in office and 
dump so many bodies in Manila Bay that the “fish will 
grow fat.” He is scheduled to step down in 2022 at the 
end of a six-year term.

The new legislation would create an anti-terrorism 
council to be appointed by the president that would 
have the authority to designate individuals and or-
ganizations as terrorists. Anyone labelled a terrorist 
or suspected of belonging to a designated group could 
be detained without a warrant.

It would also classify many acts that are already 
crimes as terrorism, including engaging in acts that 
cause death, injury or property damage; making, pos-
sessing or transporting weapons; or any acts deemed 
to undermine public safety. Some crimes could bring 
heavier punishment if prosecuted as acts of terrorism.

The head of the National Union of People’s Law-
yers, EdreOlalia, said the measure would undermine 
basic freedoms that were restored by the Filipino peo-
ple in 1986 when they ousted the dictator Ferdinand 
Marcos in the People Power uprising after more than 
13 years of martial law.

As president, Duterte has mused about placing the 
entire country under martial law and called Marcos 
his idol.

If the anti-terrorism bill were to become law, it 
would give Duterte’s handpicked council the power to 
designate opponents as terrorists who could then be 
held without charges for up to 24 days, Olalia said.

“Critics, dissenters, opponents and even ordinary 
folks that ruffle the feathers of the powerful and fa-
voured can be arrested without a judicial warrant and 
mistakenly, wrongly or maliciously labelled a terror-
ist,” he said.

The head of the rights group Karapatan, Cristina 
Palabay, said social media posts were not singled out 
in the bill but would be covered if they were construed 
as inciting terrorism.

“While there is no specific provision, any article or 
post on social media that may be interpreted as acts 
of incitement to terrorism can be penalized,” she said. 
“And that is among the most dangerous provisions of 
the bill that infringes on freedom of expression and 
other fundamental rights.”

De Lima, a lawyer and former Philippine rights 
commissioner who is accused of corruption but 
whose case has never come to trial, has continued to 
speak out against Duterte from her jail cell.

“The tyrant-in-chief in Malacañang has been us-
ing the full weight of his office against me,” she said, 
referring to the presidential palace. “The anti-terror 
bill has a profoundly chilling effect on our own fun-
damental freedoms of thought, of expression, of an 
independent press, and of maintaining association 
and peaceful assembly.”

Duterte has not commented publicly on the spe-
cifics of the bill but urged the House of Representa-
tives on Monday (June 1) to speed up its passage. 
The measure, which was approved by the Senate in 
February, was passed by the House on Wednesday (3) 
evening.

The report released by the UN High Commis-
sion for Human Rights cited estimates that at least 
8,663 people had been killed without due process in 
Duterte’s so-called war on drugs, and possibly three 
times that number. That includes at least 73 children, 

By Saurabh Sharma, Rupam Jain

Rohingya refugees running 
scared from coronavirus 
tests

India's mass exodus 
from cities triggers 
village property 
disputes

India vows probe after 
elephant killed with 
explosives

COX’S BAZAR - Rohingya refugees infected with coronavirus are 
fleeing quarantine in their Bangladesh camps because they fear be-
ing transferred to an isolated island in the Bay of Bengal, community 
leaders said yesterday (4).

At least two infected refugees have gone missing since testing posi-
tive for the virus after the first COVID-19 death was reported Tues-
day (2), they said.

About one million Rohingya - most of whom fled a military crack-
down in Myanmar in 2017 - are packed into camps along the Bang-
ladesh border, and the coronavirus has become the latest cause of 
misery.

Aid agencies have long warned that the virus could cause chaos in 
the overcrowded camps, where social distancing is virtually impos-
sible.

So far only 29 infections have been detected, although 16,000 Ro-
hingya are in quarantine zones within the camps.

It was not immediately clear how many tests have been conducted 
in the camps, but a senior health official said two people who proved 
positive had "fled the isolation hospital."

He added that only 20 refugees agreed to be tested in the past two 
days because they believe those infected will be sent to Bhashan Char 
island in the Bay of Bengal.

"It has created mass panic," Nurul Islam, a community leader, told 
AFP. Bangladesh authorities have long wanted to establish a camp 
for 100,000 people on the isolated island, and have already sent 306 
Rohingya there.

"The Rohingya are petrified," the health official told AFP on condi-
tion of anonymity.

"We have told them they won't be sent anywhere."
Some 500 isolation beds have been prepared in the camps, but 

most are empty because so few confirmed cases have been found, 
according to the official.

The first Rohingya fatality from the coronavirus was announced 
only Tuesday, and health officials say they desperately need to in-
crease testing to see how widespread the virus may be.

But Khalilur Rahman Khan, the government administrator of one 
camp block, said doctors told him refugees were reluctant to partici-
pate. Several Rohingya leaders said the transfer of the 306 refugees 
to Bhashan Char had sparked rumours that anyone with coronavirus 
would be sent to join them.

"People are scared to go for virus tests," said Abu Zaman, a com-
munity leader.

-Agence France-Presse

LUCKNOW/MUMBAI - Police in India’s most 
populous state are dealing with a surge in property 
disputes, as millions of migrant workers flee to their 
villages after losing their jobs in the cities, sparking 
feuds over fields and family homes.

The northern state of Uttar Pradesh, home to some 
200 million people, has seen millions of migrants re-
turn home during an extended nationwide coronavi-
rus lockdown.

Hundreds of thousands walked, cycled and hitch-
hiked in the early weeks, but the exodus gathered 
pace in May, as the government began moving mil-
lions of people back in buses and trains.

Driven by hunger and the inability to pay rent, the 
exodus is causing tensions over limited resources in 
the villages.

Smriti Singh, an administrator in the village of Rat-
shar Kalan, said she was juggling between quarantin-
ing about 1,000 returnees and tackling family feuds.

“Fights over property happen every day. These 
cases all have similar a narrative,” said Singh, add-
ing most involved returning families quarrelling with 
relatives about ancestral homes and property.

Two officials said police recorded more than 
80,000 property dispute complaints between May 1 
and May 20, more than double the 38,000 cases re-
corded in April.

The officials, who asked not to be identified as they 
were not authorised to discuss the matter publicly, 
said they expect such incidents to keep rising as mi-
grants flock home.

-Agencies

NEW DELHI - India yesterday (4) pledged to in-
vestigate the death of a pregnant elephant that ate 
explosives-filled fruit, as cricket and Bollywood stars 
joined a chorus of outrage over the incident. 

The elephant died in agony last week in the south-
ern state of Kerala, the latest casualty in a growing 
conflict in South Asia between large animals and hu-
mans as ever more forest is lost to urban expansion.

Footage of the animal standing in a river for hours 
with its badly injured mouth and trunk in the water 
as it slowly weakened went viral, triggering horror 
and even calls for the culprits to be executed.

India's cricket captain ViratKohli said on social 
media he was "appalled" while Bollywood megastar 
Akshay Kumar tweeted that the incident was "heart-
breaking, inhumane and unacceptable."

"Maybe animals are less wild and humans less hu-
man," Kumar said, calling for "strict action" against 
the culprits.

Even Ratan Tata, chairman emeritus of Tata, one 
of India's biggest conglomerates, chimed in, calling 
the killing "no different than acts of meditated mur-
der against other humans... Justice needs to prevail."

India's environment and forest minister Prakash 
Javadekar promised action.

"Central Government has taken a very serious note 
of the killing of an elephant in Mallapuram, #Kera-
la," Javadekar said on Twitter. 

"We will not leave any stone unturned to investi-
gate properly and nab the culprit(s). This is not an 
Indian culture to feed fire crackers and kill," the min-
ister added. 

The killing of the animal, which police were still 
investigating, was however likely not driven by cal-
lousness and cruelty.

Poor villagers in India, Sri Lanka and elsewhere 
often use firecracker or explosive-filled pineapples 
-- which act like pressure-activated landmines -- to 
protect their fields and homes from wild animals.

A similar incident was reported last month in a 
nearby district in Kerala where a female elephant 
was found with serious mouth injuries. 

-AFP



How India's long lockdown has led to breakdown of criminal justice 
system

German prosecutor says

Mindanao’s displaced forced 
to choose 

By Bryant Rousseau By Noraida Abo and Abie Ayao

By Neha Dixit

By Michelle Martin, Paul Carrel

REALITY CHECKREALITY CHECK

COTABATO CITY - Imagine having to choose 
between fleeing your home – risking exposure to 
the coronavirus – or staying put and possibly get-
ting caught in a crossfire.

This is what people in parts of Mindanao in the 
southern Philippines are facing, as conflict and 
violence during the COVID-19 pandemic forces 
communities to confront this unacceptable di-
lemma.

UN Secretary-General AntónioGuterres has 
called for an immediate global ceasefire to en-
sure lifesaving aid reaches the poorest and most 
vulnerable in conflict areas across the globe. Yet 
violence continues; international peace efforts 
during the pandemic have been a catastrophic 
failure. The experiences of people in Mindanao, 
especially women and girls, show why this is so 
crucial.

The Philippines, particularly here in its south-
ernmost region, has long been plagued by con-
flict between the government and armed groups, 
as well as banditry and clan feuding, known as 
‘rido’. This is worsened by extreme poverty and 
the threat of various hazards, from typhoons and 
earthquakes to frequent floods and even volcanic 
eruptions.

There are some 370,000 people displaced by 
intermittent conflict and disasters in central and 
southwestern Mindanao, according to the UN. 
These numbers are rising, despite government-
ordered coronavirus lockdowns that have man-
dated movement restrictions and curfews in 
many communities. At least 26,300 people were 
forced from their homes in the first quarter of 
2020, mainly by clan feuding, according to the 
UN. Families have also fled hostilities between 
government forces and members of the Bangsam-
oro Islamic Freedom Fighters, or BIFF. Mind-
anao’s displaced are caught between conflict and 
the coronavirus. Women and girls in particular 
face disproportionate impacts due to traditional 
gender roles. They’re expected to shoulder the 
bulk of unpaid care work, and often eat less from 
already limited food rations in order to prioritise 
other family members, especially children.

Some families must evacuate up to three to 
four times a month. They return to their homes 
to gather food and harvest crops like bananas or 
coconuts so they can earn a living. By nightfall, 
they return to their evacuation centres to rest 
rather than risk staying home – only to be awak-
ened by gunfire or explosions in the middle of 
the night. In under-serviced evacuation centres, 
one shanty usually houses two or three families. 
There are limited bathing and hand-washing fa-
cilities; as many as 70 families might share a sin-
gle toilet. Access to health services – extremely 
limited even before the pandemic – is now com-
pletely disrupted. 

A 2019 study conducted by Oxfam in parts of 
Maguindanao province showed that 91% of indig-
enous internally displaced people, or IDPs, in the 
municipality of Datu Hoffer did not seek medi-
cal services due to long distances to hospitals and 
health staff. Indigenous Lumad IDPs said high 
insecurity in their areas prevented them from 
seeking medical help. Overall, nine percent of 
women respondents said they never had a health 
check-up or sought any kind of medical care be-
cause of responsibilities in their homes, cultural 
practices that force many women and girls to 
seek permission from husbands or fathers before 
going to a health clinic, and the unavailability of 
health personnel.

Now, the threat of COVID-19 looms even larger 
for families on the move. This should be a stark 
reminder that no one is safe until all of us are 
safe. Just as communities are the first line of 
defence to stop the transmission of COVID-19, 
community-level peace-building is the first line 
of defence for conflict-affected populations. 

An immediate ceasefire in the Philippines is a 
critical step towards ensuring an effective COV-
ID-19 response, and building an inclusive, lasting 
peace in a region that has seen decades of conflict 
and multiple peace attempts.

The Philippine government must increase ef-
forts to support and build local capacities, includ-
ing among women’s rights and youth-led organi-
sations, so that community groups already on the 
front lines of crises can better mobilise and own 
the COVID-19 response.

Our experiences of working and living in 
Mindanao show that militarised and draconian 
measures harm communities. Referred to locally 
as kamaynabakal (iron-fisted), this approach fo-
cuses more on closing borders, erecting military 
and police checkpoints, and imposing strict cur-
fews – creating fear and silence among commu-
nities because of the threat of punishment for al-
leged quarantine violations. Furthermore, armed 
groups tend to target areas where there is a large 
military presence. When military forces set up 
camp near evacuation centres or villages, resi-
dents fear they will be collateral damage when 
the inevitable fire-fight erupts.

A gender perspective is needed to ensure re-
sponse operations do not reinforce discrimina-
tion, or enable impunity and violence to thrive. 
Failure to account for the different needs of 
women and girls can lead to inappropriate and 
even harmful responses, such as neglecting to 
include menstrual hygiene items, or failing to 
provide sexual and reproductive health aid and 
counselling in evacuation centres and displace-
ment camps. A truly inclusive COVID-19 re-
sponse should encompass the different needs of 
women and girls, the homeless and displaced, 
indigenous peoples, people with disabilities, and 
other groups with vulnerabilities.

The government must also examine the roots 
of armed conflict in Mindanao, and ensure that 
aggrieved communities are able to decide on 
matters that directly affect them. In the past, fail-
ure to properly consult the local population has 
threatened hard-won gains in the region’s mul-
tiple peace processes, and risked derailing post-
conflict reconstruction.

Failing to address these grievances – injustices 
against the Bangsamoro people, socio-economic 
disparities, discrimination, and disenfranchise-
ment from political processes – will allow con-
flict to spark anew. Women and youth must play 
a meaningful role in shaping the agenda – both 
in the response to the coronavirus, and also in 
building a lasting peace. As long as the unrest 
continues, Mindanao’s displaced will continue to 
be trapped between two unenviable threats: con-
flict or the coronavirus.

- thenewhumanitarian.org

HONG KONG - On every June 4 since 
1990, huge crowds of Hong Kongers 
joined in a vigil to remember the loss of 
lives, and the loss of ideals, in Tianan-
men Square in 1989, when Chinese tanks 
and soldiers crushed a months-long pro-
test in Beijing calling for democratic 
changes to China’s one-party rule.

This year, for the first time, Hong 
Kong did not have the chance to officially 
remember an event it cannot forget.

The annual vigil was banned by the 
territory’s authorities, who said they 
were trying to curb the spread of the 
coronavirus.

But the outlawing of the commemora-
tion for the only time in three decades 
comes when Hong Kong has been expe-
riencing its own months of often-violent 
protests.

And it follows by only a few days a 
move by the Chinese Communist Party 
to approve a new law that will allow for 
the suppression of what it considers sub-
version, secession and seemingly any 
acts that might threaten national secu-
rity in the semiautonomous city.

The ban on the vigil also arrives as 
China is trying to take advantage of the 
current chaos in the United States. Its 
goal is both to spread its influence glob-
ally and to tighten the internal grip of its 
authoritarian leader, President Xi Jin-
ping.

In early 1989, change seemed inevita-
ble, unstoppable. The Soviet Union was 
wobbling, and its Iron Curtain across 
Eastern Europe was beginning to show 
signs of cracking. That spring, many 
hundreds of thousands of peaceful pro-
testers — at first, mostly students, then 
a wide cross section of Beijing workers 
— gathered in Tiananmen Square in the 
capital.

With the protests applying intense 
pressure to the country’s leadership, and 
with the eyes of the world watching with 
mostly hopeful anticipation, the demon-
strators’ calls for democracy appeared 
poised to be realized.

Then, early in the morning of June 
4, the Chinese government decided it 
would act, but not to meet protesters’ de-
mands. Instead, it ordered the military 
to clear the square, killing hundreds, 
maybe thousands of protesters.

The memory of that massacre has fad-
ed, or at least lost its urgency, in much of 
the world. But not in Hong Kong.

The day after the crackdown produced 
one of the most indelible images in the 
history of visual journalism: a lone man 
in a white shirt standing in the way of 
four tanks.

At the Hong Kong vigils that followed, 
though, it was another iconic image from 
Tiananmen Square, this one more hope-
ful, that was often highly visible — the 
10-metre-tall (32-feet-tall) Goddess of 
Democracy, inspired by the Statue of 
Liberty, which had stood over the Bei-
jing protesters and was smashed in the 
crackdown.

Year after year, the vigils in Hong 
Kong drew enormous crowds. Those 
attending were not only commemorat-
ing the deaths in Beijing but embody-
ing the rights given them for 50 years in 
the 1997 handover agreement between 
Britain and China — freedom of assem-
bly and a free press — which had always 
seemed fragile with an authoritarian gi-
ant next door.

Last year’s vigil was both particularly 
large and extra poignant; it came less 
than three months after the introduc-
tion of a bill in Hong Kong’s Legislature 
that would have allowed the extradition 
of criminal suspects to China. That bill, 
since withdrawn, incited the protests 
that have swept Hong Kong.

Those protests, which raged last year, 
were largely curtailed by the coronavirus 
pandemic and the social distancing rules 
put in place to combat it.

Hong Kong in recent weeks has been 
emerging from its lockdown relatively 
unscathed, with only four reported 
deaths. The expectations were that the 
protests would pick up again.

But the threat posed by the new secu-
rity law, which was condemned by Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s administration, 
seems to have achieved one of its goals 
of diminishing the size and potency of 
the protests.

The banning of this year’s Tiananmen 
vigil underscored that Hong Kong’s free-
doms are entering an uncertain phase.

-New York Times

Violence or the virus?

BERLIN - Madeleine McCann, the British 
girl who disappeared in Portugal in 2007 
aged just three, is assumed to be dead and 
an imprisoned German child abuser is the 
murder suspect, a German prosecutor said 
yesterday (4)

McCann vanished from her bedroom on 
May 3 during a family vacation in the Al-
garve while her parents were dining with 
friends nearby in the resort of Praia da Luz.

Her disappearance sparked an interna-
tional search, with missing posters of the 
little girl’s face papered across the world 
and celebrity appeals for information that 
could help track her down and bring her 
abductors to justice. “We assume that the 
girl is dead,” Braunschweig state pros-
ecutor Hans Christian Wolters said. “The 

public prosecutor’s office in Braunschweig 
is investigating a 43-year-old German na-
tional on suspicion of murder.”

Nobody has ever been found.
But the German statements that the 

young girl was assumed dead were the 
most authoritative thus far on her fate. 
Family and supporters had always held out 
the hope that she might still be alive some-
where.

German police said on Wednesday (3) 
that while the exact sequence of events was 
still a subject of investigation, the suspect 
may have had a sexual motive but it is also 
possible that he had made a spontaneous 
decision to abduct McCann during a break-
in of the apartment where she was sleep-
ing. 

They are treating the case as suspected 
murder, though British police said the case 
remains a missing person inquiry.

McCann’s parents said they wanted to 
find peace but that the German suspect 
was potentially very significant.

“All we have ever wanted is to find her, 
uncover the truth and bring those respon-
sible to justice,” her parents, Kate and 
Gerry, said in a statement issued before the 
German prosecutor spoke.

“We will never give up hope of finding 
Madeleine alive but whatever the outcome 
may be, we need to know as we need to find 
peace.”

Prosecutor Wolters said the suspect is 
a sex offender with multiple convictions, 
including for sexual abuse of children. The 

suspect, who was not publicly named, lived 
in the Algarve between 1995 and 2007 and 
worked in the catering industry, burgled 
hotels and holiday flats as well as trading 
drugs, German police said. He is currently 
in detention over a different matter.

British and German police appealed for 
information about the man - who lived in 
Braunschweig, northern Germany, before 
moving abroad - and released photographs 
of vehicles - a Volkswagen camper van and 
a Jaguar - which he used at the time.

Police said they wanted to speak to a 
thus-far unidentified second person who 
spoke with the German suspect from a Por-
tuguese phone number on May 3, 2007 at 
the time of McCann’s disappearance.

-Agencies

Madeleine McCann is assumed dead 

NEW DELHI - On May 25, the day India 
celebrated Eid al-Fitr, Talha, 12, and five-
year-old Mariam slept with their mother's 
mobile phone next to them all night.

They had not spoken to their father, 
Khalid Saifi, since a nationwide lockdown 
was imposed in India on March 25 to 
check the spread of the novel coronavirus.

"They thought he would call on that day 
(Eid)," said his wife NargisSaifi. Khalid, in 
a New Delhi jail since February, is among 
thousands of prisoners awaiting trial as 
India's criminal justice system came to a 
complete halt during the pandemic.

Under the lockdown, legal services were 
not classified as essential by the govern-
ment, which allowed only a small number 
of ‘virtual’ courts to operate.

With virtual courts only taking up ‘ur-
gent’ cases that were not clearly defined, 
access to legal representation, bail or a 
fair investigation became virtually impos-
sible.

Due to the pandemic, visits to prisons 
by lawyers and families were also banned. 
The only way prisoners can contact family 
members is through landline phones, but 
they have a long waiting list.

Khalid has still not made his way up 
that waiting list to earn a phone call.

Last week, the Bar Council of India 
wrote to the chief justice of India's Su-
preme Court, asking that the court issue 
directions to resume physical court hear-
ings across the country from June 1.

"Ninety-five per cent of advocates and 
lawyers are unaware of technology, and 
virtual courts are only accessible to a few 
lawyers, which leaves the fraternity brief-
less or without work," wrote the council.

MadhurimaDhanuka, who works with 
the Prison Reforms Program at the Com-
monwealth Human Rights Initiative, said 
Indian court officials are "untrained and 
ill-equipped" to hold virtual courts.

"There are internet connectivity and 
access issues. Thus, most criminal courts 
are neither functioning nor bail petitions 
are being heard," she said.

There are 36 million cases pending in 
the Indian courts, with the coronavirus 
lockdown creating a further backlog.

Another feature of the breakdown 
of India's criminal justice system is its 
overcrowded prisons, which have turned 
into sites vulnerable to the spread of 
COVID-19, the disease caused by the new 
coronavirus.

India's prisons have an average 114% 
occupancy rate, with the ‘under-trials’ - 
people in custody awaiting investigation 
or trial - constituting nearly 68% of the 
prison population.

Seventy per cent of these under-trials 
are illiterate or semi-literate, indicating 
their marginalised backgrounds.

On Monday (June 1), the Delhi High 
Court, while hearing a case related to the 
religious violence in the Indian capital 
in February, said prison is "primarily for 
punishing convicts, not for detaining un-
der trials."

"The remit of the court is to dispense 
justice in accordance with law, not to send 
messages to society," said Justice Anup J 
Bhambhani.

He said keeping the under-trials in 
prison "inordinately without any pur-
pose" leads to overcrowding and leaves 
them with the impression that they are 
being punished before trial and treated 
unfairly.

On March 21, four days before India's 
lockdown was announced, riots broke out 
in Dumdum Central Jail in the eastern 
city of Kolkata that left one dead and over 
a dozen injured.

It was reported that the prisoners were 
upset with measures taken to slow down 

the spread of COVID-19, which included 
delaying court hearings and cancelling 
visits with families.

Two days later, India's Supreme Court 
asked the states to decongest prisons to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus. 
The committees set up to determine the 
release of prisoners on parole or interim 
bail recommended that those who were 
convicted or under-trial for offences that 
carried penalties of seven years or less of 
prison should be released.

So far, the three prisons in New Delhi 
have reported nearly two dozen COV-
ID-19 cases, with the number of asymp-
tomatic prisoners believed to be exponen-
tially high.

Sandeep Goel, director general of pris-
ons in the capital, said a special force for 
contact-tracing of coronavirus cases had 
been formed.

When asked why the prisoners are not 
able to access phones to speak to their 
families, he said: "We have limited re-
sources."

Meanwhile, Michelle Bachelet, the 
United Nations high commissioner for 
human rights, in March urged that coun-
tries should first release political prison-
ers amid the global pandemic.

But India has only released 42,000 
prisoners so far to unclog its prisons. 
Moreover, by not releasing the political 
prisoners, it joined Nicaragua, Turkey, 
Algeria, Spain and Myanmar in cracking 
down on government critics.

In fact, one of the hallmarks of the 
two-month lockdown in India has been 
a sustained targeting of political dissent-
ers and Muslims by the Hindu nationalist 
government, which appeared to be using 
the limited access to legal resources as a 
handy tool for political vendetta.

Khalid, 38, was arrested for protest-
ing against the controversial Citizenship 
Amendment Act (CAA), passed by the In-
dian government in December last year. 
The CAA promises Indian citizenship to 
non-Muslim refugees from neighbouring 
Pakistan, Bangladesh and Afghanistan.

The law was widely criticized for being 
discriminatory and violating India's secu-
lar constitution. The UN, which called 
the CAA "fundamentally discriminatory," 
moved an application in India's Supreme 
Court to become a party in one of the 
many petitions challenging the law.

Three weeks after Khalid's arrest, a vid-
eo emerged in March which showed him 
being presented in court on a wheelchair.

At the time of his arrest, Khalid was fit, 
the wheelchair indicating he could have 
been tortured in custody.

"During the lockdown, we have not 
even been able to provide him money to 
buy nutritional supplements and medi-
cines to heal. After he was brutally beaten 
up, it is hard to trust the prison authori-
ties," said his wife Nargis.

Khalid's bail has been denied multiple 
times in the last three months. Nargis 
fears more custodial torture.

In February, 19 anti-CAA protesters 
were arrested in the Azamgarh district 
of the northern Uttar Pradesh state. On 
March 20, a lower court rejected their bail 
petitions.

With the nationwide lockdown im-
posed five days later, travel restrictions 
did not allow them to appeal in the High 
Court in Allahabad, officially known as 
Prayagraj, a city 180km (112 miles) away 
from Azamgarh.

"When legal representation for one 
party is not allowed, the person taken 
into custody is stripped of their rights 
under Article 21, and all access to justice 
is blocked," said Rebecca John, a senior 
criminal lawyer in the Supreme Court.

Article 21 of the Indian Constitution 
guarantees the right to life and personal 
liberty.

In August last year, thousands of pre-
ventive arrests were made in Indian-
administered Kashmir after New Delhi 
scrapped the region's semi-autonomous 
status and divided it into two federal ter-
ritories.

Ten months later, many Kashmiris are 
still demanding the release of their family 
members languishing in various Indian 
jails amid a pandemic.

On March 31, one week into the lock-
down, India's Ministry of Home Affairs 
told the Delhi Police to "continue mak-
ing arrests under any circumstances" of 
people allegedly involved in the February 
riots in the capital that left 53 dead, most 
of them Muslims.

So far, more than 1,300 arrests have 
been made, including some victims and 
complainants, with activists accusing the 
police of harassing Muslim survivors.

On May 23, as India's COVID-19 cases 
passed 100,000, two activists, Devanga-
naKalita, 30, and Natasha Narwal, 32, 
were arrested by the Delhi Police. Both 
of them are members of the Pinjra Tod 
(Break the Cage) feminist movement and 
were arrested for their alleged role in an-
ti-CAA protests and the Delhi riots.

Kalita was accused of rioting and unlaw-
ful assembly, while Narwal was slapped 
with the stringent Unlawful Activities 
Prevention Act (UAPA) on May 29.

The UAPA allows investigative agencies 
to proscribe individuals as "terrorists." 
A person charged under the law can be 
jailed for up to seven years.

SafooraZargar, 27, a student activist 
arrested for anti-CAA protests, was also 
charged under the UAPA days after she 
made bail. She is four months pregnant 
and is being held at Tihar, India's most 
crowded prison, amid a deadly pandemic.

At least four other anti-CAA protesters 
- Gulfisha Fatima, MeeranHaider, Asif 
Iqbal Tanha, and Shafi-Ur Rehman - have 
also been charged under the UAPA.

"Under the pandemic, the system of 
serving notices before arrests has been 
suspended. That gives no opportunity to 
the accused or their legal counsel to pre-
pare or later argue their cases in the court 
when they are suddenly slapped with 
stringent laws like UAPA," said lawyer 
Rebecca John.

On May 6, a group of UN special rap-
porteurs wrote to the Indian government, 
raising concerns over the indiscriminate 
use of the UAPA and expressed concerns 
over several human rights violations. 
They said the law has been used to target 
religious and other minorities, human 
rights defenders and political dissidents.

The Indian government paid no heed to 
their letter.

On May 13, a number of world organi-
zations, including the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) and UN Office of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, 
issued a joint statement, urging govern-
ments to release inmates at particular risk 
of COVID-19.

The list included older people and peo-
ple with pre-existing health conditions, as 
well as those sentenced for minor, non-vi-
olent offences, with specific consideration 
given to women and children.

Several activists also appealed to In-
dia's National Human Rights Commis-
sion, pleading for Zargar's release and cit-
ing the grave health threats to her and her 
unborn child.

Yet, on May 26, her bail petition was re-
jected, and her judicial custody extended 
till June 25.

-Al Jazeera

The phone call that never came

General view 
of a deserted 
Allahabad 
High Court in 
Uttar Pradesh 
state amid the 
coronavirus 
pandemic
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For Hong Kong, 
Tiananmen looms 
over the future
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-Anna Moneymaker/The New York Times

Demonstrators lay on the ground while protesting at a rally on the Capitol grounds in Washington on Wednesday 
(3). The death of George Floyd, an African-American man, in Minneapolis police custody, has ignited protests 
across the country

For Sellaiah Rashanayagam, 
social distancing is nothing 
new. He’s been the sole 
resident of his village since 
Sri Lanka’s civil war ended in 
2009 – and he doesn’t plan to 
leave anytime soon

The burning of Jaffna 
Public Library

PONNAVELI — When the Sri Lankan civil war ended 
in 2009, the nearly 200 residents who called this village 
home chose to leave. They relocated to cities and towns 
where they would have better access to hospitals, shop-
ping centres and jobs.

But Sellaiah Rashanayagam, 67, chose to stay.
Now, more than a decade later, he’s still the lone resi-

dent of Ponnaveli, a village in Sri Lanka’s Northern Prov-
ince.

The coastal village was destroyed during the war.
Still, Rashanayagam says he refuses to leave and he 

doesn’t want to open up the village to others either. He 
wants to preserve the village’s Tamil name and farming 
traditions.

His solitary lifestyle is a political statement. And its evi-
dence that tensions between Sri Lanka’s Sinhalese, and 
mostly Buddhist majority, and the Tamil and Muslim mi-
nority, still run deep.

Sri Lanka’s civil war, which raged for three decades, 
ended 11 years ago last month, when government forces 
defeated the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). 
The group wanted an independent state for Sri Lanka’s 
Tamil people. Government forces are estimated to have 
killed more than 40,000 Tamil people in the final months 
of the conflict.

Rashanayagam says living here, alone, is the best way 
to preserve the culture and identity of his village, which 
was once home to more than 60 Tamil families, including 
seven of his own siblings.

Government forces destroyed every home in the village, 
Rashanayagam says of the civil war. He rebuilt his own 
home and continues to refuse offers from family to leave 
his solitary life. He has refused a few marriage proposals 
too.

He supports himself by chopping wood and selling 
spears to fishermen.

Village leaders continue to encourage Rashanayagam 
to move.

But that’s not going to happen.
“We should not give up our rights or land to anyone,” 

Rashanayagam says.
Before the war, he says the village had a school, a medi-

cal clinic, religious temples and dozens of residents. To-
day, nothing remains except Rashanayagam’s home and 
palmyra crops.

He says he eats just once a day, at dusk. The rest of his 
time is spent working, tending his crops, gathering water 
and studying religious texts. When he’s low on supplies, 
he rides his bike to Veravil, a neighbouring village, where 
he catches up on the country’s latest political news.

Parameshwaran Thankaluxsumy, 58, was born in Pon-
naveli. But she left after the war.

She says the government offered all the residents hous-
ing elsewhere because their village was destroyed. “Soon, 
Ponnaveli became empty,” she says, adding that today, 
the village does not have any facilities and is not suitable 
for human habitation.

It has become a sanctuary for wild peacocks and deer, 
she says.

Rashanayagam says his solitary life is part protest and 
part plea – for Tamil people to return to the lands taken 
from them during the war. He says he hopes his example 
will teach Tamil people to return to traditional customs of 
farming, fishing and growing coconut trees.

As billions of people across the globe struggle to adapt 
to isolation in the wake of the coronavirus and quarantine 
orders, Rashanayagam can’t relate.

He says he requires solitude. And for most part, he gets 
his wish.

He struggles with just one regular, uninvited guest.
“The nights are a bit risky because of the elephants,” he 

says. “I chase them off by lighting firecrackers.”

- globalpressjournal.com

It was May 31, 1981 when early signs of the loom-
ing civil war broke out on the Jaffna peninsula. 
An organized Sinhala mob carried out an arson 
attack on the prestigious Jaffna Public Library, at 
its time one of the largest and best equipped ones 
in South Asia.  This mob, however, was not an 
ignorant, anonymous group of frustrated vigilan-
tes. They were a larger group of a hundred offic-
ers of the Sri Lankan police force, who were taken 
to Jaffna by two senior Sri Lankan cabinet min-
isters, namely Cyril Mathew and GaminiDissan-
ayake, to observe and disrupt a rally organized by 
the Tamil United Liberation Front (TULF). At its 
height, the TULF was the most important politi-
cal party representing the Tamil minority in the 
Sri Lankan Parliament. However, the rally went 
out of control amid the confrontation, resulting 
in the deaths of three police officers.

In the aftermath, the Jaffna Public Library was 
set ablaze and the burning continued unchecked 
for two nights. But it didn’t halt there: fire and 
violence spread to many homes and shops across 
Jaffna, including the TULF headquarters and the 
office of the Ealanadu newspaper. Tamil cultural 
and religious figures were defaced and destroyed. 
Prominent politicians from the TULF — like my 
father, Vannai Ananthan — went into hiding as 
the Sri Lankan police targeted political oppo-
nents against the background of this orchestrat-
ed violence.

Meanwhile, Matthew and Dissanayake 
watched the Jaffna Public Library burn from the 
veranda of the nearby Jaffna Rest House. Later 
on they claimed the library burning was an “an 
unfortunate event, where [a] few policemen got 
drunk and went on a looting spree all on their 
own.” This narrative of lone looters and rioters 
became a constant justification in post-colonial 
Sri Lanka, echoed by Sinhala leaders and Sinhala 
media. Such language provided the ground for 
impunity.

In 1933 — the same year when the Nazis burnt 
25,000 volumes of “un-German” books in the 
square at the State Opera, Berlin — the Jaffna 
Public Library began as the private collection of 
the scholar K. M. Chellapha, who started to lend 
books from his home. This modest beginning 
resulted in a local committee, with Chellapha as 
the secretary, setting up a formal library. At the 
beginning, the small library held 1,000 books, 
newspapers, and journals in one small room; 
however the collection grew over time, and was 
eventually moved to a building on Main Street 
and opened to subscribers. Prominent members 
of the Jaffna community started to raise funds to 
build a permanent and modern building. From 
that moment, a greater group of people assem-
bled to help build up the oasis of knowledge and 
collect the memories of the Tamils: the promi-
nent architect V. M. Narasimman designed the 
new building, while the prominent Indian librar-
ian S. R. Ranganathan served as an adviser to 
ensure that the library was meeting international 
standards. Distinguished members of the Tamil 
community donated books. The main building 
was opened in 1959 by the then-mayor of Jaffna, 
Alfred Duraippah, who was assassinated in 1975 
by the militant Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE).

The Jaffna Library rose to prominence, as it 
was loved by international and domestic intellec-
tuals, but most importantly it served as a cultural 
hub for the Tamil community. The library housed 
documents of invaluable worth, such as the only 
existing copy of the Yalpanam Vaipavama, a his-
tory of Jaffna written by Tamil poet Mayilvaga-
naPulavar in 1736. It held miniature editions of 
the Hindu Ramayana epic, yellowing collections 
of extinct Tamil-language newspapers, micro-
films of important documents, and records of the 
Morning Star, a journal published by Christian 
missionaries during the colonial rule of the is-
land. Moreover, it housed close to 100,000 Tamil 
books and rare, old manuscripts and documents. 
Some of the precious documents were written on 
dried palm leaves and stored in fragrant sandal-
wood boxes. Documents in the library included 
historical scrolls on herbal medicine and the 
manuscripts of prominent intellectuals, writers, 
and dramatists – and they wound up in ashes.

As Sinhala librarian and bibliographer H.A.I 
Goonetileke wrote in an emotional private letter, 
“The gutted building is a grim testimonial to sav-
age and bestial tendencies of communal hate.”

After the arson attack the leader of the TULF 
and Leader of the Opposition, Amirthalingam 
(who later also fell victim to assassination by the 
LTTE), issued a scathing speech in the Sri Lan-
kan Parliament, nothing that “some very rare 
books (…) were all completely burnt. And curi-
ously, Sir, this is an indication of the depths to 
which people in this country can sink.”

The attack on the Jaffna Public Library was 
never properly investigated and the perpetrators 
were never held to account, adding another epi-
sode of impunity in the country.

The Jaffna Public Library was the intellectual 
reservoir of a Tamil nation that had not been 
born, but was yearning to be. Targeting knowl-
edge, history, and memory is a key feature in eth-
nic cleansing, as the attack on the Oriental Insti-
tute in 1992 in Sarajevo by Serbian nationalists 
evidenced.

Thus the burning of the Jaffna Public Library 
was not a simple arson attack. It was a ferocious 
harbinger of the coming devastating war, which 
started in 1983 with the so-called Black July and 
ended in May 2009, resulting in approximately 
200,000 deaths and what is still the second high-
est number of enforced disappearances in the 
world. But above that, the burning had another 
message: that those who hold power will and can 
erase identity whenever they want.

The library burning was an attempt to rob the 
Tamil community of pride and dignity. It aimed 
at wiping out their heritage. Reconstructed with 
the good will of donors and governmental efforts 
as a bid to win the support of the Tamils, today 
it stands as an affirmation of Tamil heritage and 
resilience.

- Dr. Thamil Venthan Ananthavinayagan, 
is a Lecturer in International Law at Griffith 

College. This article was originally featured on 
thediplomat.com

By Vijayatharsiny Vijayakumar By Thamil Venthan Ananthavinayagan

Unrest and rioting in cities 
throughout the United States, 
the world’s largest economy and 
one of its richest, have been going 
on now for a week. Protests have 
taken place in at nearly 150 cit-
ies and have reached the gates of 
the White House. The immediate 
cause for these riots was the kill-
ing of an African American man 
by a white police officer in an es-
pecially brutal manner, while his 
fellow officers looked on. 

The scale of the public agita-
tion and violence hark back to the 
late 1960s and the imposition of 
curfews has been reported to be 
more than at any time since the 
aftermath of the assassination 
of Martin Luther King in 1968. 
Back then the American society 
was able to overcome the setback 
because it was a time of progress. 
There was hope in the air. The civ-
il rights laws had been passed that 
gave equal rights to all. Affirma-
tive action policies were being put 
in place that enabled people from 
disadvantaged communities to 
get places in universities and bet-
ter jobs.

In the 1980s when I was a stu-
dent in the US the black-white di-
vide persisted despite the laws and 
affirmative action policies. This 
was most evident in the freshman 
dining hall for first year students. 
There was a series of long dining 
tables in the hall where students 
could sit wherever they pleased. 
But it soon became evident that 
there were two rows of tables on a 
side towards the back where only 
African American students would 
sit, though sometimes a white 
student or two would join, and at 
other tables there were black stu-
dents sitting too.

One year I had African Ameri-
can roommates and one of them 
invited me to his home in a pros-
perous suburb of New York. The 
suburbs in the US are very live-
able spaces where the better off 
sections of the population live in 
large houses that have large gar-
dens. My friend’s father was a suc-
cessful professional in one of the 
largest US-based multinational 
corporations in the world. He had 
succeeded in life and his son was 
also on the path to success. But I 
observed that whatever topic the 
family began their discussion on, 
it would invariably turn towards 
the issue of racial relations, in-
equalities and prejudice.

The triumph of Barak Obama at 
the presidential elections of 2008 
and his subsequent re-election 
in 2012 seemed to signal a new 
phase in the integration of Ameri-
can society. The US has been 
described as a “melting pot” to 

which people came from all parts 
of the world as immigrants but 
within a few generations became 
wholly American and imbibing a 
common culture and values. But 
there were components from the 
very beginning of American histo-
ry that did not melt in. They were 
the African Americans, and the 
other the indigenous American. 
They could not adequately benefit 
from the social contract that of-
fered equal citizenship, equal op-
portunities and equal protection 
of the laws.

The influx of new immigrants 
from across the border in South 
America and from Muslim coun-
tries has brought other communi-
ties with distinct and un-meltable 
identities and who cannot be 
ignored or suppressed. The chal-
lenge for the US is to integrate 
them as well into the larger soci-
ety and ensure that the social con-
tract is implemented. In the face 
of this challenge has come the 
insecurity and fear that each com-
munity has of the other it does not 
know, with the majority feeling 
threatened by the minority even 
as the minority feels marginalized 
and discriminated against by the 
majority. This is a phenomenon 
which we in Sri Lanka are familiar 
with.

President Donald Trump has 
been able to mobilize the fears of 
the white majority by focusing on 
their fears of the other communi-
ties with whom they have mini-
mum engagement. Law enforce-
ment are suspecting that outside 
elements from both far-right and 
far-left groups are playing a sig-
nificant role in the unrest that 
has spread to cities all over the 
US. The parallels to Sri Lanka 
can be seen during time of riots 
when community members can-
not withstand violent action in-
stigated by people who come in 
from outside. The most that can 
be done by them in these unfor-
tunate circumstances is to heal 
the wounds after those powerful 
instigators from outside have left, 
which is what our inter religious 
committees in many parts of the 
country have done.

There are lessons for us in Sri 
Lanka from the ongoing events 
in the United States. The end of 
the war in 2009 ended the armed 
uprising against the state by the 
Tamil ethnic minority which fol-
lowed many non-violent protests 
from 1956 onwards. But it did 
not end the ethnic conflict. From 
2015-19 Sri Lanka had a frame-
work for reconciliation in UNHRC 
Resolution 30/1 of 2015 which the 
then government co-sponsored. It 
consisted of new institutions to 

meet the needs of those who had 
suffered in the war, such as the 
Office of Missing Persons, and 
reform of laws on the one hand, 
and addressing the roots of the 
conflict through constitutional re-
form on the other hand. This rec-
onciliation framework was being 
implemented by the government, 
albeit slowly in view of political 
resistance by the opposition, both 
by hard-line Sinhala nationalists 
as well as by Tamil nationalists 
who refused to cooperate.

In March 2020, following the 
change of government, Sri Lanka 
informed the UNHRC that it was 
withdrawing from the resolution. 
Speaking in Geneva, Foreign Min-
ister Dinesh Gunawardena stated 
“Notwithstanding withdraw-
ing from co-sponsorship of this 
Resolution, Sri Lanka remains 
committed to achieving the goals 
set by the people of Sri Lanka on 
accountability and human rights, 
towards sustainable peace and 
reconciliation.” 

However, the government’s 
promise of achieving sustainable 
peace through an inclusive, do-
mestically designed and executed 
reconciliation and accountabil-
ity process has yet to materialize. 
There is hardly any public discus-
sion about this lacuna. Looking at 
the US, it is timely that this dis-
cussion begins.

The statement by President 
Gotabaya Rajapaksa that he was 
elected by the majority Sinhala 
population was balanced by the 
president concurrently declaring, 
at his swearing in, that he would 
be the president of all Sri Lan-
kans. 

The differing treatment met-
ed out to the funeral of the hill 
country Tamil leader Arumugam 
Thondaman, at which no COVID-
related restrictions seemed to ap-
ply, as against the strictness of 
the enforcement of rules to other 
communities constitute a double 
standard that will rankle deeply. 
It is essential that the grievance 
of the minorities are addressed 
as early as possible which may 
be easier than the challenge fac-
ing the United States. The com-
munities in Sri Lanka have been 
living in proximity for centuries 
unlike in the American case and 
they share many common values. 
With the correct leadership South 
Africa under Nelson Mandela was 
able to perform a miracle of po-
litical transformation. So can Sri 
Lanka if our present leadership 
puts its heart and mind to the 
task.

- Dr. Jehan Perera is the 
Executive Director of the 

National Peace Council

COLOMBO– It will be an election in 
the time of COVID-19 and the concerts 
and the razzle-dazzle of a typical South 
Asian poll campaign will not be there.

That’s because the Health Department 
has given strict guidelines on how the 
politicians, voters and officials should 
act when the campaign starts and ends 
with the count.

There will be no huge rallies and can-
didates are advised to hold meetings of 
around 30 people during the campaign 
for the parliamentary general elections, 
Chairman of the National Elections 
Commission Mahinda Deshapriya said 
on Wednesday (3).

He told reporters that according to the 
guidelines to hold the election given to 
him by the Health Department, the po-
litical parties would be advised not to 

transport voters to rallies as well. “Keep 
the meetings small,” will be the advice 
Deshapriya said.

He said the aim of the Commission 
is to hold the elections but not create 
community transmission of the virus 
through that.

“Defeat COVID and let democracy 
win, is our slogan,” he said.

The Commission is set to meet again 
on Monday (8) and decide on a date for 
the elections he said.

Deshapriya said last week that the 
Commission needs between 60 and 70 
days to prepare for the polls making the 
earliest day for polling around mid-Au-
gust.

On Wednesday morning the Commis-
sioners and their staff met a team from 
the Health Department led by the Di-

rector-General Health Services, Dr. Anil 
Jasinghe to discuss the precautions that 
need to be taken during the election pro-
cess to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

The Health Department has produced 
a booklet with detailed illustrated guide-
lines for Polls staff and the candidates, 
Deshapriya said.

Earlier Health Minister Pavithra 
Wanniarachchi said the “guidelines give 
directions as to how officials, as well as 
political activists, should go about their 
work,” she said.

“There are guidelines on how elec-
tion campaign meetings are to be held, 
how door-to-door canvassing should be 
conducted and many other matters,” she 
said.

Deshapriya said Health Officials have 
advised him that the COVID-19 threat 

would be present until the end of next 
year.

Therefore these guidelines will apply 
for the Local Government and Provin-
cial Council elections which will be held 
next year, he added.

He said all healthcare workers are ad-
vised to apply for Postal Votes as many 
of them would be deployed before and 
after polling day to assist with the elec-
tions process.

“We hope that a team of healthcare 
workers including a doctor, two nurses 
and an assistant would be able to su-
pervise a cluster of polling stations,” he 
said.

The Government Printer has begun 
printing the ballot papers as of today, 
officials said. 

-economynext.com

What Sri Lanka can learn from 
the US riots 

By Dr. Jehan Perera

By Arjuna Ranawana
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Self-quarantine: Ponnaveli 
village, population one

Sri Lanka’s first step 
toward civil war

It will be an election in the time of COVID-19

Each morning, Rashanayagam grabs his knife and heads to 
the forest to chop wood

-Vijayatharsiny Vijayakumar/GPJ Sri Lanka



And calls for police reform

Mattis accuses Trump of dividing 
the nation in a time of crisis

RETHINKING AMERICA

WASHINGTON — Former President Barack 
Obama threw his support behind the efforts of 
peaceful protesters demanding police reforms dur-
ing his first on-camera remarks since a wave of 
protests over the killing of George Floyd convulsed 
the country and upended the 2020 election.

Obama, offering a strikingly more upbeat as-
sessment of the protesters than President Donald 
Trump and White House officials, said he believed 
only a “tiny” percentage had acted violently.

“For those who have been talking about protest, 
just remember that this country was founded on 
protest — it is called the American Revolution,” 
Obama said from his home in Washington. He 
made the comments during an online round-table 
event with his former attorney general Eric Holder 
and activists from Minneapolis sponsored by My 
Brother’s Keeper Alliance, a nonprofit group Oba-
ma founded.

“Every step of progress in this country, every ex-
pansion of freedom, every expression of our deep-
est ideals have been won through efforts that made 
the status quo uncomfortable,” said Obama, who 
adopted a conciliatory tone that contrasted sharply 
with Trump’s tweets and public remarks. “And we 
should all be thankful for folks who are willing, in 
a peaceful, disciplined way, to be out there making 
a difference.”

Obama called on every mayor in the United 
States to review use-of-force policies and to aggres-
sively pursue an eight-point slate of police reforms 
that include mandatory de-escalation of conflicts, a 
ban on shooting at moving vehicles, timely report-
ing of violent incidents, and prohibitions on some 
forms of restraint used by the police.

“Chokeholds and strangleholds, that’s not what 
we do,” Obama said as he sat, tieless in blue shirt 
sleeves, in front of a bookcase.

Obama, as he often does, tried to avoid a one-
on-one battle with his successor, a fight he thinks 
will energize the president’s conservative base and 
overshadow his friend Joe Biden, the Democrats’ 
presumptive nominee.

Obama did not directly address Trump’s belli-
cose comments or the president’s demand that the 
authorities “dominate” protesters, although people 
close to the former president said he was outraged 
by the use of chemical spray on protesters before 
Trump walked to a fire-damaged church near the 
White House and brandished a Bible.

Instead, Obama expressed optimism that the re-
form effort could transcend political divisions. He 
said that he was heartened by polls showing broad 
support for their grievances, and that this made the 
current situation more heartening than the pro-
tests in the late 1960s.

Obama’s remarks tracked closely with two es-
says he posted online over the last week in which 
he implored young protesters to channel their rage 
into political action by turning out for Biden in No-
vember and to embrace local reforms to hold police 
officers accountable for abuses of power.

“We should be fighting to make sure that we have 
a president, a Congress, a US Justice Department, 
and a federal judiciary that actually recognize the 
ongoing, corrosive role that racism plays in our so-
ciety and want to do something about it,” he wrote 
in a post on Medium on Monday (June 1).

In recent appearances, Obama has become more 
forceful in his criticism of the White House, ham-
mering Trump’s actions without invoking his suc-
cessor’s name. Obama rebuked the current admin-
istration’s response to the coronavirus pandemic 
as “chaotic” and questioned Trump’s commitment 
to the “rule of law” in a call with former members 
of his White House team last month.

For all his outward calm, Obama’s passions are 
running high, and the disciplined former president 
is finding it harder to stay on script, friends said. 
Over the past few days, he has been working the 
phones with close associates, including Holder, 
venting his disgust at the White House’s response 
to the protests and strategizing about the best way 
to address the issues without inflaming the crisis or 
squaring off into a one-on-one fight with Trump, 
people close to him said.

On Tuesday (2), a Minneapolis radio station re-
ported that Secret Service officials were making 
preliminary preparations for a high-level visitor, 
perhaps Obama. But people close to the former 
president said he had no intention of travelling 
there this week — although they did not rule out 
Obama’s participation in related events in the fu-
ture.

Shortly before Obama spoke Wednesday (3), 
former President Jimmy Carter issued a statement 
calling for peaceful protest and systemic change. 
“As a white male of the South, I know all too well 
the impact of segregation and injustice to African 
Americans,” the 95-year-old former president 
wrote. “We need a government as good as its peo-
ple, and we are better than this.”

Those comments came a day after another for-
mer president also presented an alternative vision 
of the protests to Trump. In a lengthy statement, 
former President George W. Bush expressed soli-
darity with the demonstrators in the streets and, 
without naming the incumbent president, warned 
against trying to suppress their protests.

“It is a strength when protesters, protected by re-
sponsible law enforcement, march for a better fu-
ture,” Bush said Tuesday. “This tragedy — in a long 
series of similar tragedies — raises a long overdue 
question: How do we end systemic racism in our 
society? The only way to see ourselves in a true 
light is to listen to the voices of so many who are 
hurting and grieving.”

Bush, the only living Republican former presi-
dent — and one who refused to vote for Trump in 
2016 — made no direct reference to the current 
president or his recent threats to use the military 
to dominate and deter protesters. But Bush spoke 
after Trump’s photo op havoc, and the former pres-
ident’s comments read like a rebuke.

“Those who set out to silence those voices,” Bush 
said, “do not understand the meaning of America 
— or how it becomes a better place.”

Obama struck a similar tone Wednesday, saying 
the overall message of the protests was simple, ad-
mirable and unifying:

“See me, I’m human,” he said.

-New York Times

Obama voices 
support for George 
Floyd protesters 

By Glenn Thrush

By Eric Schmitt and Helene Cooper

WASHINGTON- President Donald 
Trump is facing the bleakest outlook for 
his re-election bid so far, with his poll-
ing numbers plunging in both public 
and private surveys and his campaign 
beginning to worry about his standing 
in states like Ohio and Iowa that he car-
ried by wide margins four years ago.

The Trump campaign has recently 
undertaken a multimillion-dollar ad-
vertising effort in those two states as 
well as in Arizona in hopes of improving 
his standing while also shaking up his 
political operation and turning new at-
tention to states like Georgia that were 
once considered reliably Republican. In 
private, Trump has expressed concern 
that his campaign is not battle-ready 
for the general election, while Republi-
cans are concerned about whether the 
president can emerge in a strong posi-
tion from the national crises battering 
the country.

Trump has been consistently unpopu-
lar as president with a majority of Amer-
icans; his advisers have long seen his ef-
fort to win a new term as depending on 

the loyalty of his conservative base and 
the Republican-friendly tilt of the Elec-
toral College — factors that could allow 
the president to capture another thin 
victory despite the strong possibility of 
losing the popular vote again.

But amid the human and economic 
devastation of the coronavirus pandem-
ic and now a wave of demonstrations 
and social unrest in American cities, 
Trump has fallen significantly behind 
his Democratic challenger, Joe Biden.

In private polling conducted by 
Trump’s campaign, the president is 
well behind Biden, according to people 
briefed on the most recent round of re-
sults. Several public surveys this week 
have found Trump trailing Biden, the 
former vice president, by double-digit 
margins, including a Monmouth Uni-
versity poll published Wednesday (3) 
that showed Biden ahead by 11 percent-
age points.

The presidential election is still five 
months away, and Trump, despite his 
political vulnerability, retains some 
important assets as a candidate. While 

Biden’s fundraising efforts have picked 
up momentum, Trump is sitting on a 
considerably larger war chest and is 
resuming in-person fundraising next 
week. There is almost no open dissent 
within the Republican Party, giving 
Trump a solid political foundation on 
the right from which he can attempt to 
rebuild his strength before the fall cam-
paign.

Tim Murtaugh, a spokesman for 
Trump’s campaign, said in a statement 
that the race remained highly competi-
tive.

“Our internal data consistently shows 
the president running strong against 
a defined Joe Biden in all of our key 
states,” Murtaugh said, using a term 
that typically refers to polling that tests 
positive and negative messages about 
both candidates.

But Trump’s belligerent response 
to protests after the killing of George 
Floyd, a black man, while in the custody 
of white police officers in Minneapolis 
appears to have worsened his political 
position even further, officials in both 

parties said. On an almost daily basis, he 
has issued a combination of wild threats 
and complaints about news media cov-
erage and other personal grievances.

“There is no obvious strategy in terms 
of message,” said Rob Stutzman, a Re-
publican strategist based in California. 
“The president defaults to base mes-
sages regardless of strategy, thus the 
campaign becomes a base-driven cam-
paign.”

Polls released Wednesday show an-
other troubling sign for Trump: His 
numbers have flagged recently among 
white voters, driven by a continued ero-
sion of support from those with college 
degrees. The latest Monmouth survey 
found Trump with the support of just 
52% of white voters nationwide — 5 per-
centage points lower than his share in 
2016, according to exit polls.

There are also at least faint signs of 
renewed discomfort with Trump among 
a sliver of suburban Republican primary 
voters who could doom him altogether if 
they were to shift to Biden in November.

-New York Times

Trump campaign looks at electoral map and doesn’t like what 
it sees

By Alexander Burns and Maggie Haberman

For two decades, the United States has repeat-
edly made the mistake of over-relying on the mili-
tary toolbox to try to solve intractable problems 
— particularly in Afghanistan and Iraq — without 
adequately relying on diplomacy. Now President 
Donald Trump wants to repeat the mistake at 
home.

The US military is, according to Gallup polling, 
the most trusted institution in the country. But 
Trump’s call to dispatch armed forces to crush 
protests so that he can look tough betrays the 
military’s nonpartisan tradition and should trig-
ger all our alarm bells.

It was exactly 31 years ago that I covered the 
Chinese military’s assault on pro-democracy pro-
testers at Tiananmen Square. There was outrage 
worldwide, with virtually the only praise in the 
West coming from … Donald Trump.

“When the students poured into Tiananmen 
Square, the Chinese government almost blew 
it,” Trump told Playboy Magazine months later. 
“Then they were vicious, they were horrible, but 
they put it down with strength. That shows you 
the power of strength.”

No, US troops won’t massacre protesters, as 
Chinese troops did, but Trump’s deployment of 
troops for political purposes would betray our tra-
ditions, damage the credibility of the armed forces 
and exacerbate tensions across the country.

Trump introduced Gen. Mark Milley, the chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, to governors as 
the man “in charge” of putting down protests. “It’s 
a beautiful thing to watch,” Trump said of a Na-
tional Guard crackdown in Minneapolis.

The Pentagon has rushed active-duty military 
police and combat engineers to just outside Wash-
ington, where they would back up National Guard 
units, and military helicopters have already been 
used in a show of force to intimidate protesters.

“I am dispatching thousands and thousands 
of heavily armed soldiers, military personnel, 
and law enforcement officers to stop the rioting,” 
Trump said in his Rose Garden address.

The Times has reported that there have been 
heated arguments in the White House about 
whether to invoke an 1807 law called the Insur-
rection Act that on its face provides broad author-
ity to deploy the military. Trump also declared, 
“I am mobilizing all available federal resources 
— civilian and military — to stop the rioting and 
looting.”

Think of that phrase: “all available resources.” 
In this annushorribilus, the United States has en-
dured more than 100,000 deaths from the coro-
navirus and 40 million jobs lost. In response to 
those cataclysms, Trump responded lethargically 
and ineffectively: The American death rate from 
the virus is three times Germany’s and the un-
employment rate roughly four times Germany’s. 
But in response to a week of protests and looting, 
Trump seeks to send in the Army? According to 
the Daily Beast, he even inquired about sending 
in tanks.

The impulse to call in the military is perhaps 
rooted not only in his authoritarian instincts but 
also in something more personal. Trump seemed 
mortified at disclosures that when protesters ap-
proached the White House he was rushed to an 
underground bunker; on Wednesday (3), he 
claimed instead that he went down “more for an 
inspection”.

Embarrassment at his “inspection” trip seems 
to have fuelled his desire to project toughness by 
using the US armed forces as a prop.

Most shamefully, Trump’s aides dispatched 
federal forces to use rubber bullets, chemical ir-
ritants and flash bang grenades to clear peaceful, 
lawful protesters — so that the president could 
indulge in a photo op at a nearby church. The 
church’s leaders were outraged, for those protest-
ers had as much moral right to be there as Trump 
did. On Wednesday, Esper backed off and said 
that he opposed the use of active duty military 
forces for now.

I find it thrilling that so many Americans have 
marched peacefully against racism, although 
I do wish they would all wear masks and be ex-
tremely careful about spreading the coronavirus. 
My 88-year-old mom joined a peaceful protest 
the other day in rural Oregon, with hundreds of 
people turning out in a lily-white community and 
chanting “black lives matter”.

When you’ve seen the ugliness of war, you 
don’t lightly summon tanks, helicopters or heav-
ily armed troops to deal with civil disturbances; 
that’s a dangerous and damaging tactic of inse-
cure old men who claimed heel spurs to dodge the 
Vietnam draft and now need to prove their own 
manhood.

-New York Times

Trump uses the 
military to prove 
his manhood

By Nicholas Kristof

WASHINGTON — Former De-
fence Secretary Jim Mattis, break-
ing months of public silence on 
President Donald Trump since 
resigning in protest in December 
2018, on Wednesday (3) offered a 
withering critique of the president’s 
leadership amid growing protests 
across the country.

“Donald Trump is the first presi-
dent in my lifetime who does not 
try to unite the American people 
— does not even pretend to try,” 
Mattis wrote in a statement issued 
late Wednesday. “Instead he tries 
to divide us. We are witnessing the 
consequences of three years of this 
deliberate effort. We are witness-
ing the consequences of three years 
without mature leadership.”

Mattis, a retired four-star Marine 
Corps general, also criticized com-
ments by the current defense sec-
retary, Mark Esper, who in recent 
days has described protest sites 
across the nation as a “battle space” 
to be cleared.

“We must reject any thinking of 
our cities as a ‘battle space’ that our 
uniformed military is called upon 
to ‘dominate,’” Mattis wrote. “At 
home, we should use our military 
only when requested to do so, on 
very rare occasions, by state gover-
nors. Militarizing our response, as 
we witnessed in Washington, DC, 
sets up a conflict — a false conflict 
— between the military and civilian 
society.”

Trump fired back on Twitter. 
“Probably the only thing Barack 
Obama & I have in common is that 
we both had the honour of firing 
Jim Mattis, the world’s most over-
rated General,” he said, although 
Mattis had quit.

Mattis was pushed out of his job 
as head of the military’s US Central 
Command because he was viewed 
as too much of a hawk on Iran policy 
during the Obama administration.

In his tweet, the president added: 
“His primary strength was not mili-
tary, but rather personal public re-
lations. I gave him a new life, things 
to do, and battles to win, but he 
seldom ‘brought home the bacon’. 
I didn’t like his ‘leadership’ style 
or much else about him, and many 
others agree. Glad he is gone!”

Mattis’ condemnation carries 
huge weight in military circles, 
where he remains highly influen-
tial. In the insular world of Marines, 
he has an almost cultlike status. But 

that influence extends far beyond 
just the military to include much of 
the national security establishment, 
members of Congress, foreign dig-
nitaries and defence contractors.

For instance, at the Reagan Na-
tional Defence Forum in Simi Val-
ley, California, in December, Mat-
tis, gliding through a reception of 
influential national security think-
ers from government and the pri-
vate sector, was stopped constantly 
by people who wanted to shake his 
hand and take photos with him. 
A crowd of people trailed him as 
he made his way through the hall, 
amid excited murmurs of, “Hey, 
Mattis is here.”

But his refusal to publicly de-
nounce Trump since his resigna-
tion — over the president’s deci-
sion to withdraw troops from Syria 
— earned him criticism even from 
some long-time admirers. He re-
peatedly told reporters who sought 
comment from him or engaged him 
during a tour of his best-selling 
book that he did not want to criti-
cize a sitting commander in chief.

But the events of Monday (June 
1) night, in which Trump put peace-
ful American protesters squarely 
in the crosshairs of the US military 
that is sworn to protect the Consti-
tution, was a step too far for Mattis, 
people who have spoken to him say.

“When I joined the military, some 
50 years ago, I swore an oath to sup-
port and defend the Constitution,” 
Mattis wrote. “Never did I dream 
that troops taking that same oath 
would be ordered under any cir-
cumstance to violate the constitu-
tional rights of their fellow citizens 
— much less to provide a bizarre 
photo op for the elected command-
er in chief, with military leadership 
standing alongside.”

During a long and tense Mon-
day night, protesters in Lafayette 
Square near the White House were 
forcibly removed so Trump could 
walk to a nearby church — with Es-
per and the chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Mark Milley — 
for a photo op.

“We must not be distracted by a 
small number of lawbreakers,” Mat-
tis said. “The protests are defined by 
tens of thousands of people of con-
science who are insisting that we 
live up to our values — our values as 
people and our values as a nation.”

Citing James Madison’s Federal-
ist Paper 14, Mattis said: “We do not 

need to militarize our response to 
protests. We need to unite around 
a common purpose. And it starts by 
guaranteeing that all of us are equal 
before the law.”

Reached by phone at his home 
in Washington state Wednesday 
night, Mattis declined to comment.

In Mattis’ early days as defence 
secretary, he often ate dinner with 
the president in the White House 
residence. Over hamburgers, and 
with the help of briefing folders, 
Mattis explained to Trump key 
points about America’s relation-
ships with allies — a bedrock prin-
ciple for the former general turned 
secretary.

But Mattis also quietly slow-
walked many of Trump’s propos-
als, including banning transgender 
troops, starting a Space Force and 
putting on a costly military parade 
in the capital. In each case, he went 
through the motions of acquiesc-
ing to the White House — and then 
buried the plans in Defence Depart-
ment red tape.

By late 2018, the relationship be-
tween Mattis and Trump had dete-
riorated badly. The widely accepted 
narrative that Mattis was the adult 
in the room, an anchor of reason in 
a stormy White House, came to an-
noy the president.

Even as his influence with Trump 
waned, however, Mattis repeat-
edly told friends and aides that he 
viewed his responsibility to protect 
the United States’ 1.3 million active-
duty troops as worth the conces-
sions necessary as defence secretary 
to a mercurial president.

But Trump’s abrupt decision in 
late December 2018 to withdraw 
roughly 2,000 American troops 
from eastern Syria without consult-
ing allies was a step too far for Mat-
tis, and he resigned. Mattis’ letter 
of resignation condemned Trump’s 
approach to the world as destruc-
tive to US influence and power.

In his statement Wednesday, 
Mattis sounded a call to arms of a 
different sort than have resounded 
in the streets near the White House, 
and across the country.

“We know that we are better 
than the abuse of executive author-
ity that we witnessed in Lafayette 
Square,” Mattis said. “We must re-
ject and hold accountable those in 
office who would make a mockery 
of our Constitution.”

-New York Times

Then Defence Secretary Jim Mattis listens as President Donald Trump speaks at an event in the White House in Washington, 
Oct. 25, 2018. Mattis broke his long public silence on Trump in the wake of protests in Washington and across the nation

-Sarah Silbiger/The New York Times
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As protests engulf the US

By Rick Gladstone

By Javier C. Hernández

A 92-year-old Italian, fondly recalling 
the GIs who parachuted in to liberate 
his country from fascism, says he now 
sees the ghost of Mussolini in TV clips 
from the United States. In Iraq, peo-
ple are sharing photos that compare 
President Donald Trump holding up 
a Bible with Saddam Hussein clutch-
ing a Quran. In Mexico, no stranger to 
mayhem, a 36-year-old author worries 
about her relatives in New York.

With emotions that range from hor-
ror to hope, from schadenfreude to self-
reflection, the world has been transfixed 
by the cascading crises in the United 
States — the coronavirus scourge, 40 
million suddenly unemployed, the 
police killings of George Floyd and 
other African Americans, and Trump’s 
threats of a military crackdown on pro-
tests that have convulsed dozens of cit-
ies. In what amounts to a Dear America 
letter, people from around the world 
offered The New York Times a taste of 
how they see what’s happening in the 
United States:

In Italy, birthplace of fascism, 
a war survivor worries.

The scenes on mobile phones, on tel-
evisions and on the front pages have 
prompted some Italians to reconsider 
their admiration of America.

Giovanni Marzona was 16 in the sum-
mer of 1944 when he saw Americans 
for the first time, parachuting over the 
mountains to help liberate Italy from 
fascism. He said they brought food, 
weapons “and democracy.”

Marzona, 92, said what he sees now 
worries him. “We always looked at 
America as the first defender of free-
dom,” he said. “If they go backward we 
will all go backward.”

— Emma Bubola, Rome

Angered by police violence at 
home, Kenyans are shocked

In Kenya, one of the closest US allies 
in Africa and a country where police 
brutality has festered, some said the 
clips of tear-gassed demonstrators and 
journalists had diminished the moral 
right of the United States to criticize 
injustice elsewhere or lecture African 
nations on human rights.

“There are assumptions that dictator-
ships only happen in particular places 
in the world,” said Patrick Gathara, a 
communications specialist in Nairobi. 
“It’s about time we started recogniz-
ing and calling out failure even when it 
happens in the West.”

Njeri Wa Migwi, a Kenyan activist 
raising five children in Nairobi, lived 
and worked in Boston in 2009. She said 
the unrest in America had convinced 
her to never send any of her children to 
the United States, for fear of a middle-
of-the-night phone call that “my child 
has been killed by police simply be-
cause he’s black.”

— Abdi Latif Dahir, Nairobi

French march in solidarity, 
while looking inward at the 
parallels

Many interviewed on the streets of 

Paris said Floyd’s death reinforced their 
already diminished view of the United 
States, which has been eroding since 
the 2003 invasion of Iraq. But their 
message was tempered by France’s own 
problems with racism and police bru-
tality.

“What happened was inhuman,” 
Frederic Kauffmann, a 48-year-old 
business owner, said of Floyd’s death.

“It shocked me,” said Alyssa Mievilly, 
a 17-year-old hair salon apprentice.

The anti-racism protests in America 
“speak to us,” said Laurence Nardon, 
the head of the North America program 
at the French Institute of International 
Relations, because “there are many 
parallels that one can draw with what’s 
happening here.”

That much was clear Tuesday evening 
when 20,000 people converged outside 
the main courthouse in northern Paris 
to denounce police violence and racism, 
defying orders against large assemblies 
because of the coronavirus.

The protest was meant to honour 
AdamaTraoré, a French black man 
who died four years ago in police cus-
tody. But it also echoed the outcry over 
Floyd’s death. Hundreds of people 
waved signs reading ‘I can’t breathe’ 
and ‘Black Lives Matter,’ and many 
protesters said Floyd’s killing had given 
the movement a new sense of urgency.

— Aurelien Breeden, Constant 
Méheut And Théophile Larcher, Paris

In Mexico, new worries of dan-
gers in the US, but admiration 
for protesters

Barbara Arredondo, 36, said she had 
been apprehensively watching the im-
ages of American protests on Instagram 
feeds from friends around the country 
and family members in New York.

“It’s personally devastating to see 
that no one is safe on the streets in the 
United States,” said Arredondo, a writ-
er and entrepreneur based in Mexico 
City. The past few days she has been 
kept up at night.

“The language that Trump is using is 
key to the violence that we are seeing, 
and is the reason no one is safe,” she 
said.

Arredondo grew up about three 
hour’s drive from Texas and said she al-
ways admired the United States for its 
values and entrepreneurism. The un-
rest has only made her respect Ameri-
cans more.

“So many US citizens, no matter how 
they identify, are on the streets,” Arre-
dondo said. “They are role models for 
social transformation.”

— Natalie Kitroeff, Mexico City

Many Britons of colour feel a 
special affinity for victims of 
racism in America

The protests have resonated with 
black communities in Britain, which 
say they, too, are disproportionately 
subjected to police violence and racial 
injustice.

“The same things happen here, and 
that’s why people in the UK have re-
acted so emotionally,” said Nadine 

Batchelor-Hunt, the former president 
of Cambridge University’s Black and 
Minority Ethnic Campaign. “The level 
of violence that we get from the police 
is not as severe, but the structures that 
facilitate it are the same.”

Thousands of protesters crowded 
into London’s central Hyde Park on 
Monday (June 1) in solidarity with US 
protesters.

“What happened to George Floyd has 
happened too many times before, but 
what’s been really surprising this time 
around is that persons actually care,” 
said Richie Newton, 28, a musician who 
attended the Hyde Park protest. “They 
are listening, they are reacting, they are 
saying ‘no more’ and those messages 
are rippling through the world.”

“This is the first time I’ve seen so 
many different ethnicities come out 
and stick up for black people,” he add-
ed. “We have never received so much 
support.”

Melanie Bennett, 44, a restaurant 
manager who studied in Washington 
in 2013, said she barely recognized the 
America she had been watching on tel-
evision. She blamed President Donald 
Trump.

“What we have seen in the last few 
days is the consequences of a leader 
who will just fan the flames and watch 
the streets burn,” she said. “It’s appall-
ing and sad.”

— Ceylan Yeginsu, London

Cheering US protesters, some 
Iraqis call Trump America’s 
Saddam

The American protests have struck a 
nerve in Iraq, where people are paying 
more attention to the events in Min-
neapolis and Washington than in their 
own troubled cities.

“Protests in America have a global 
impact because people consider that 
the U.S. is a democratic state applying 
all human rights conventions,” said Ab-
dul Jabbar al-Khuzai, who teaches in a 
Shiite educational institution.

Protesters in Basra, Iraq’s second-
largest city, drew inspiration from the 
American streets. “These demonstra-
tions have painted a positive and sup-
portive picture for demonstrators and 
demonstrations around the world that 
want to fight racism and despotism,” 
said Karrar Muslim, who attended a sit-
in on Wednesday in central Basra.

A favourite WhatsApp meme showed 
a photo of President Donald Trump 
holding the Bible, paired with a photo 
of Saddam Hussein holding the Quran 
at his trial as a way to emphasize his 
loyalty to Islam.

Soran Tawfiq, 43, a father of four who 
is a shopkeeper in Sulaimaniyah, in 
northern Iraq’s Kurdistan region, said 
he sympathized with the American pro-
testers and was shocked by the video of 
Floyd’s death.

“I wondered: ‘Is it true?’” he said. “I 
mean yes, there are killings in the world 
every day, but a policeman, who is sup-
posed to be a protector of the law, kills 
a civilian, and for racial reasons? This is 
a difficult thing to accept.”

— Alissa J. Rubin And Falih Has-
san, Baghdad, And Kamil Kakol, 

Sulaimaniyah

In Russia, a young follower of 
the American crisis

Katya Gazetnikova, 19, a university 
student majoring in sports manage-
ment, said she was “very closely” follow-
ing the protests in America, a subject of 
fascination among Russia’s young.

“I was always interested in what is 
happening in the United States. It is 
the main country in the world, all new 
technologies appear there, most inter-
esting things, too,” she said. “What is 
happening is shaking the foundations 
in the US”

The video of Floyd’s death, she said, 
was disturbing, “but it doesn’t mean 
that all American policemen are bad. 
Many of them are also protesting. Many 
of them are hugging protesters. They 
support their people.”

— Ivan Nechepurenko, Moscow

In Germany, even a cynical 
student is surprised

Ozge Siteiss, 22, a law student at 
Berlin’s Free University, said she had 
always considered the United States 
hypocritical.

“They go around the world promot-
ing democracy and human rights, but 
can’t enforce them at home,” she said. 
“Among my friends, we all understand 
the anger, because the racism has been 
systemic, but are wondering, where will 
this end? It’s almost like a civil war.”

Still, she said, she was not expecting 
the scenes of American police brutality.

“I shouldn’t be surprised at what 
is happening, but I am,” she said. “It 
makes me realize how easy it is, even in 
a Western country, for those in power 
to turn against their own people.”

— Melissa Eddy, Berlin

In India, US unrest strength-
ens Trump’s echo of Modi

For many Indians watching the pro-
tests in America, it’s a familiar sight. 
Just a few months ago, the police in 
New Delhi were seen thrashing stu-
dents in videos taken at a predomi-
nantly Muslim university as India, the 
world’s largest democracy, convulsed 
in protest over a divisive citizenship law 
seen as favouring the Hindu majority.

Critics of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, a Hindu nationalist, see many 
parallels between him and Trump.

Ramachandra Guha, a pre-eminent 
biographer of Mohandas K. Gandhi, 
who was arrested last year during a 
peaceful demonstration, saw especially 
clear similarities in their penchant for 
polarizing photo-ops.

Just as Trump held up a Bible at a 
Washington church, Modi posed in a 
saffron robe last year at a Hindu shrine 
deep in the Himalayas.

Both moments had a “subliminal ap-
peal,” said Guha. “Modi saying I am a 
true Hindu and Trump’s appeal to his 
Bible belt.”

— Karan Singh, New Delhi

-New York Times

The cartoon shows the Statue of Liberty crack-
ing into pieces, a police officer breaking through 
its copper robe. A man’s head lies on the ground 
in front of the White House, its facade splattered 
with blood.

“Beneath human rights,” says the title of the 
cartoon, which was published by People’s Daily, 
the Chinese Communist Party’s flagship newspa-
per, and circulated widely on social media sites 
this week.

As protests over police violence engulf hun-
dreds of cities in the United States, China is 
revelling in the moment, seizing on the unrest 
to tout the strength of its authoritarian system 
and to portray the turmoil as yet another sign of 
American hypocrisy and decline. It is a narrative 
that conveniently ignores many of the country’s 
own problems, including its history of ethnic dis-
crimination, its record on human rights and its 
efforts to suppress protests in Hong Kong.

Chinese officials are trolling their American 
counterparts with protest slogans like ‘Black 
lives matter’ and ‘I can’t breathe’. The State-
run media is featuring stories about the “double 
standards” of the United States for support-
ing the Hong Kong demonstrators. Prominent 
Chinese commentators are arguing that Ameri-
can-style democracy is a sham, pointing to the 
country’s bungled response to the coronavirus 
pandemic and ongoing racial tensions.

“This situation in the US will make more Chi-
nese people support the Chinese government in 
its efforts to denounce and counter America,” 
Song Guoyou, a scholar at Fudan University 
in Shanghai, said in an interview. “The moral 
ground of the United States is indeed greatly 
weakened.”

The propaganda push is the latest skirmish in 
a long-standing power struggle between China 
and the United States, with relations between 
the two countries at their lowest point in dec-
ades.

President Donald Trump has accused Bei-
jing of covering up the coronavirus outbreak 
that began in the Chinese city of Wuhan, saying 
China should be held responsible for deaths in 
the United States and around the world. He has 
also threatened to punish China for moving to 
adopt a broad new security law in Hong Kong by 
curtailing the city’s special relationship with the 
United States.

Now, the protests in the United States are giv-
ing Xi and the Communist Party’s propagandists 
a natural line of counter attack.

Chinese social media sites are rife with video 
clips of tense standoffs between the police and 
protesters in the aftermath of the death last 
week of George Floyd, after he was pinned to the 
ground by a white Minneapolis police officer who 
has since been charged with murder. Television 
shows feature videos of National Guard troops 
patrolling city streets, as broadcasters describe 
the long history of discrimination against minor-
ities in the United States. Social media sites are 
portraying America as unruly and chaotic: “This 
is not Syria, this is the US!” read a caption on one 
popular site.

Global Times, a nationalistic newspaper con-
trolled by the party, called on the US govern-
ment to “stand with the Minnesota people.” Its 
editor, in a tweet, pointedly called out Secretary 
of State Mike Pompeo, who had said “we stand 
by the people of Hong Kong” in his condemna-
tion of Beijing’s move to impose national secu-
rity rules.

“The violent protests in the streets of urban 
America are further discrediting the US in the 
eyes of ordinary Chinese,” said Susan Shirk, 
chair of the UC San Diego 21st Century China 
Centre. “The propaganda depicts American poli-
ticians as hypocrites living in glass houses while 
throwing stones at China.”

Shirk said that as the reputation of the United 
States suffers in China fewer people might be 
willing to voice support for American ideals, 
such as free markets and civil liberties.

“Even without the propaganda, Chinese peo-
ple nowadays find little to admire in the US,” she 
said. “As the US model is tarnished, the voice of 
Chinese liberals is silenced.”

While Chinese officials have gleefully joined 
the global chorus of criticism aimed at the Unit-
ed States, the unrest has put them in an awkward 
position.

China’s government has long maintained strict 
limits on free speech and activism, and authori-
ties often resort to aggressive tactics to quash 
unrest. The police in Hong Kong, where the gov-
ernment is backed by Beijing, have been accused 
of using excessive force as it has sought to rein 
in anti-government protests that have convulsed 
the semiautonomous territory over the past year.

With the comparisons to Hong Kong unmis-
takable, many mainland commentators have 
stopped short of endorsing the tactics used by 
American protesters, instead denouncing rac-
ism in the United States in general terms and 
rehashing protest slogans.

“The chronic racial wound in the United States 
is now smarting again,” said a recent report by 
Xinhua, the state-run news agency.

The Chinese government, in its first official 
statement on Trump’s move against Beijing’s na-
tional security rules, directly called out the Unit-
ed States for hypocrisy. A spokesman for China’s 
foreign ministry, Zhao Lijian, noted on Monday 
(June 1) how American officials have portrayed 
protesters in their own country as “thugs” but 
glorified Hong Kong protesters as “heroes.”

Carrie Lam, Hong Kong’s chief executive, ech-
oed the party line on Tuesday (2), accusing the 
United States of having “double standards.”

“When it comes to their country’s security, 
they attach great importance,” she said at a reg-
ular news briefing. “When it comes to my coun-
try’s security, especially regarding Hong Kong’s 
current situation, they’ve put on tinted glasses.”

Nationalism has been in full force in recent 
days on the Chinese internet, with many people 
taking to Weibo, a popular microblogging plat-
form, to denounce the “arrogance” of the United 
States and Trump. Hashtags about the American 
protests, including the decision to deploy the 
National Guard in some cities, are among the 
most popular topics on the site.

-New York Times
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Dear America: We watch your convulsions Dear America: We watch your convulsions 
with horror and hopewith horror and hope

China revels in China revels in 
the unrestthe unrest

Protestors demonstrate against the death of George Floyd in New York, June 2, 2020. With emotions that range from horror to hope, from schadenfreude to self-reflection, the 
world has been transfixed by the cascading crises in the US — the coronavirus scourge, 40 million suddenly unemployed, the police killings of George Floyd and other African 
Americans, and President Trump’s threats of a military crackdown on protests that have convulsed dozens of cities

 -Juan Arredondo/The New York Times
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