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Two boys practice climbing to the top of the Mondarrain 
Mount near Itxassou, southwestern France, yesterday 
(21), as the country eases lockdown measures taken 
to curb the spread of the COVID-19,  and the number of 
coronavirus deaths registered over the last 24 hours 
dipped to 83. The latest deaths in hospitals and nursing 
homes brought France's toll from the pandemic to 28,215. 

France on May 11 allowed the first easing of its lockdown 
imposed to fight the virus, and while officials have said it 
is too early to draw conclusions there is no sign yet of a 
second wave of infections. Patrick Pelloux, the president 
of France's emergency doctor association, said he feared 
"less and less" that there would be a second wave of 
infections due to the easing. "The mathematical modelling 

allowed the possibility of a rise... with a small peak which 
was to start now," he told France 2 television. But "in fact 
we do not see it," he said. "This does not mean that the 
epidemic has stopped," he added, emphasizing the need 
to continue to respect social distancing and wear a mask. 
France eased its almost two-month lockdown in a bid to 
revive an economy clobbered by the epidemic

China pushes new security law for 
Hong Kong, increasing party’s sway
BEIJING — China is moving to im-
pose new national security laws that 
would give the Communist Party 
more authority in Hong Kong, a pro-
posal announced yesterday (21) that 
could reignite fear and anger over the 
erosion of freedoms that distinguish 
the city from the rest of the country.

Such rules would allow Beijing to 
take aim at the large, often violent 
anti-government protests that roiled 
Hong Kong for much of last year — 
unrest that has posed a direct chal-
lenge to the party and its top leader, 
Xi Jinping. The legislative push in 
Beijing marks the most aggressive 
step by the party to exert its influence 

over the former British colony since 
it was reclaimed by China in 1997.

Any legislation put forth in China 
could allow Hong Kong officials to 
crack down on dissent under the 
guise of protecting national security.

A broad outline for the new rules 
would likely be approved by China’s 
rubber stamp legislature, the Nation-
al People’s Congress, which holds 
its annual session starting today 
(22). The process would effectively 
circumvent the Hong Kong gov-
ernment, undercutting the relative 
autonomy granted to the territory 
through a political formula known as 
“one country, two systems.”

Zhang Yesui, spokesman for the 
National People’s Congress, said at 
a news briefing yesterday that del-
egates would review a plan to set up 
a legal framework and enforcement 
mechanism for safeguarding nation-
al security in Hong Kong. He did not 
elaborate on the details of the plan.

“Safeguarding national security 
serves the fundamental interest of 
all Chinese, Hong Kong compatriots 
included,” Zhang said.

The call to enact national security 
laws plays to the heart of the unrest 
in Hong Kong, a fear that China is 
chipping away at the city’s cherished 
liberties such as judicial independ-

ence and free speech. It also fuels 
concern that the Hong Kong govern-
ment has increasingly put Beijing’s 
interests above those of the city’s 
residents.

The party has denounced the pro-
tests as acts of terrorism and accused 
western nations of fomenting unrest. 
Xi, one of China’s most powerful 
leaders in decades, warned in De-
cember that the party would not al-
low challenges to its sovereignty or 
the interference of “external forces,” 
a veiled rebuke to the protest move-
ment in Hong Kong.

-NYT

Coronavirus catastrophe 
unfolding in south Yemen
DUBAI - The main coronavirus treatment centre in 
southern Yemen has recorded at least 68 deaths in just 
over two weeks, the medical charity running the site said 
yesterday (21), more than double the toll announced by 
Yemeni authorities so far.

The spokesperson for the Yemeni government corona-
virus committee in Aden, the south’s main city and port, 
was not immediately available for comment.

War-ravaged Yemen, whose malnourished population 
has among the world’s lowest immunity levels to disease, 
is divided between the Saudi-backed government based 
in Aden and its foe, the Iran-aligned Houthi group, in the 
north.

The Aden-based government has since April 10 an-
nounced 180 infections with 30 deaths in areas it holds 
while the Houthis, who control most large population 
centres, have reported only four cases with one death in 
the capital Sanaa.

Doctors Without Borders (MSF) said the dedicated 
COVID-19 centre in Aden that serves the entire south ad-
mitted 173 patients from April 30 to May 17, at least 68 
of whom died, suggesting “a wider catastrophe unfolding 
in the city.”

“What we are seeing in our treatment centre is just the 
tip of the iceberg in terms of the number of people infect-
ed and dying in (Aden),” Caroline Seguin, MSF’s opera-
tions manager for Yemen, said in a statement.

 “People are coming to us too late to save, and we know 
that many more people are not coming at all: they are 
just dying at home.”

-Agencies

Trump to withdraw from ‘open skies’ 
arms control treaty 
WASHINGTON - President 
Donald Trump has decided to 
withdraw from another major 
arms control accord, according to 
senior administration officials.  He 
will inform Russia today (22) that 
the United States is pulling out of 
the Open Skies Treaty, negotiated 
three decades ago to allow nations 
to fly over each other’s territory 
with elaborate sensor equipment 
to assure they are not preparing for 
military action.

Trump’s decision will be viewed 
as more evidence that he also may 
be poised to exit the one major 
arms treaty remaining with Rus-
sia: New START, which limits the 
United States and Russia to 1,550 
deployed nuclear missiles each. It 
expires weeks after the next presi-
dential inauguration.

US officials have long com-
plained that Moscow was violat-

ing the Open Skies accord by not 
permitting flights over a city where 
it was believed Russia was deploy-
ing nuclear weapons that could 
reach Europe, as well as forbidding 
flights over major Russian military 
exercises.

And, in classified reports, the 
Pentagon and US intelligence 
agencies have contended the Rus-
sians are also using flights over the 
United States to map out critical 
infrastructure that could be hit by 
cyberattacks.

US officials also note that Trump 
was angered by a Russian flight di-
rectly over his Bedminster, New 
Jersey, golf estate, in 2017.

But Trump’s decision, rumoured 
for some time, is bound to further 
aggravate European allies, includ-
ing those in NATO, who are also 
signatories to the treaty.

-NYT

Philippines tops world for online 
child sex abuse
MANILA - The Philippines has be-
come the world's largest known source 
of online child sexual exploitation, with 
endemic poverty helping drive a surge 
in abuse, a report said yesterday (21).

Parents and relatives were responsi-
ble for facilitating the abuse in nearly 
all cases, according to the International 
Justice Mission aid group's seven-year 
study.

The combination of English fluency 
and high internet connectivity in the 
former US colony had helped make the 
country a "global hotspot" for child por-
nography, the report said.

The proportion of Philippine internet 
addresses used to host child pornog-
raphy had tripled in the three years to 
2017, said the study, which based its 
findings on data collected by law en-
forcement data. 

"There are children who need res-
cue now, but rescue starts with timely 
detection and robust reporting," said 

IJM's Philippine director Samson Ino-
cencio.

The report said of the victims it iden-
tified had been preyed upon for years 
and the youngest was less than a year 
old. 

"We need to act as a global commu-
nity - ending impunity in both source 
countries like the Philippines and de-
mand countries," Philippine Justice 
Undersecretary Emmeline Villar said in 
a statement responding to the findings.

The United Nations Children's Fund 
said in February that the Philippines 
is one of the top global sources of child 
sex abuse materials, with 600,000 
"sexualised" photos of Filipino children 
bartered and traded in 2018 alone.

Last month the Manila-based Child 
Rights Network warned the country's 
coronavirus lockdown had led to an in-
crease in the online sharing and selling 
of child sexual abuse materials. 

-AFP

COVID-19 and 
curfew in Sri Lanka
• Nineteen individuals were confirmed as COVID-19 pos-
itive yesterday (21), taking Sri Lanka’s tally of the novel 
coronavirus infection at 1047. A single case was con-
firmed on Wednesday (20) night.  Four hundred thirty 
four individuals are receiving treatment, 604 have been 
deemed completely recovered and nine have succumbed 
to the virus.
• Curfew to continue in the Colombo and Gampaha Dis-
tricts until all the COVID-19 clusters are deactivated and 
the patient count reaches zero. However, the resumption 
of civilian life and economic activities will continue.
• An 8:00 p.m. to 5:00 a.m. curfew is in force in all dis-
tricts expects Colombo and Gampaha.  
• The government decides to stop the Rs 5000 relief pay-
ment to needy families for June, reacting to allegations of 
politicizing the relief effort. 
• Seven persons including a businessman, who were ar-
rested in connection with the incident at Maligawatta, 
where three women were killed and eight others were 
injured in a stampede, are remanded until June 4, by the 
Colombo Magistrate’s Court.
• The Telecommunication Regulatory Commission of Sri 
Lanka (TRCSL) requests its consumers to visit the office 
with a pre-reserved time.
• NIC last digit based system - those who have 9 and 0 
as the last digit can walk to nearby shop for purchase of 
essential items, but not drive.

328,220 deaths at 
1100 GMT yesterday
PARIS - The novel coronavirus has killed at least 
328,220 people since the outbreak first emerged in China 
last December, according to a tally from official sources 
compiled by AFP at 1100 GMT yesterday (21).

At least 5,012,630 cases of coronavirus have been reg-
istered in 196 countries and territories. Of these, at least 
1,854,900 are now considered recovered.

The number of infections is almost double the toll of 
2,513,117 one month ago on April 21. 

Latin America in particular has seen a rapid rise in the 
number of cases, led largely by Brazil.

The tallies, using data collected by AFP from national 
authorities and information from the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), probably reflect only a fraction of the 
actual number of infections.    

Many countries are testing only symptomatic or the 
most serious cases.  

The United States remains the country with the highest 
number of deaths overall with 93,439 from 1,551,853 cas-
es. At least 294,312 people have been declared recovered. 

After the US, the hardest-hit countries are Britain with 
35,704 deaths from 248,293 cases, Italy with 32,330 
from 227,364 cases, France at 28,132 deaths and 181,575 
cases, and Spain (27,888 and 232,555).

China - excluding Hong Kong and Macau - has to date 
declared 4,634 deaths and 82,967 cases. It has 78,249 
recovered cases.  

Europe overall has 169,932 deaths from 1,955,600 cas-
es, Latin America and the Caribbean 33,945 deaths from 
612,891 cases, Asia 13,158 deaths from 399,080 cases, 
the Middle East 8,486 deaths from 309,107 cases, Africa, 
2,996 deaths from 95,533 cases, and Oceania 128 deaths 
from 8,426 cases.

-AFP

Coronavirus toll

MSF reveals

Trending News
Quote for Today
Rough diamonds may sometimes be mis-
taken for worthless pebbles.

 -Thomas Browne
Word for Today
Jawbone [jaw-bohn] -verb (used with or 
without object) -to attempt to influence or 
pressure by persuasion rather than by the 
exertion of force or one's authority

Today in History
1972 – Ceylon adopts a new constitution, 
becoming a republic and changing its name 
to Sri Lanka, and joins the Commonwealth 
of Nations

Today is...
International Day for Biological  
Diversity
A day to celebrate the diversity of our natural 
world

Italy: The national social security 
agency says the country’s death 
toll from the novel coronavirus in 
March and April could be nearly 
19,000 higher than the official fig-
ure of 32,000.
UK: British Health Secretary Matt 
Hancock says around one in six 
people in London and one in 20 
elsewhere in England have already 
contracted the novel coronavirus.
-A British police watchdog agency 
says it would not conduct a crimi-
nal investigation into Prime Min-
ister Boris Johnson over claims 
that as mayor of London he had 
done official favours for an Ameri-
can businesswoman whose apart-
ment he sometimes visited during 
working hours.
Malaysia: Defence Minister Is-

mail SabriYaakob indicates the 
Muslim-majority country will 
allow minority faiths to reopen 
places of worship from June 10, 
a further relaxation of curbs im-
posed to stem the new coronavirus 
pandemic.
USA: A gunman opens fire at a 
recently reopened shopping mall 
near Phoenix, leaving one person 
in critical condition and two oth-
ers with injuries that were not life-
threatening.  Another gunman is 
stopped at a gate of the Naval Air 
Station Corpus Christi in Texas.
China: The United States urges 
Beijing to respect Hong Kong's au-
tonomy, warning that its proposed 
national security law for the city 
would be "highly destabilizing" 
and face global opposition.

NATO: Ambassadors are to hold 
an urgent meeting to discuss US 
President Donald Trump's an-
nouncement he is pulling his 
country out of the Open Skies 
Treaty with Russia.
Cyclone Amphan:India and 
Bangladesh begin a massive 
clean-up after the fiercest cyclone 
since 1999 kills at least 95 people, 
leaving a trail of destruction in its 
wake.
Venezuela: Lawyers for the 
country’s central bank say they 
have launched legal action against 
the Bank of England, demand-
ing the release of gold reserves to 
be used to tackle the coronavirus 
pandemic.



2 MAY 22 - 24, 2020 WEEKEND EXPRESS

BUSINESS

NEW YORK - Global human devel-
opment – which can be measured 
as a combination of the world’s edu-
cation, health and living standards 
– could decline this year for the first 
time since the concept was introduced 
in 1990, the United Nations Develop-
ment Program (UNDP) warned on 
Wednesday (20).

“The world has seen many crises 
over the past 30 years, including the 
Global Financial Crisis of 2007-09. 
Each has hit human development 
hard but, overall, development gains 
accrued globally year-on-year,” said 
UNDP Administrator Achim Steiner. 
“COVID-19 – with its triple hit to 
health, education, and income – may 
change this trend.”

Declines in fundamental areas of 
human development are being felt 
across most countries - rich and poor 
- in every region.

COVID-19’s global death toll has 
exceeded 300,000 people, while the 
global per capita income this year is 
expected to fall by four per cent.

With school closures, UNDP esti-
mates of the “effective out-of-school 
rate”—the percentage of primary 
school-age children, adjusted to re-
flect those without Internet access—
indicate that 60 per cent of children 
are not getting an education, lead-
ing to global levels not seen since the 
1980s.

The combined impact of these 
shocks could signify the largest rever-
sal in human development on record.

This is not counting other signifi-
cant effects, for instance, in the pro-
gress towards gender equality. The 
negative impacts on women and girls 
span economic - earning and saving 
less and greater job insecurity -, re-
productive health, unpaid care work 
and gender-based violence.
COVID-19: a magnifying glass 
for inequalities

The drop in human development is 
expected to be much higher in devel-
oping countries that are less able to 
cope with the pandemic’s social and 
economic fallout than richer nations.

In education, with schools closed 
and stark divides in access to online 
learning, UNDP estimates show that 
86 percent of children in primary 
education are now effectively out-of-
school in countries with low human 
development—compared with just 
20% in countries with very high hu-
man development.

But with more equitable Internet 
access, - where countries close the 
gap with leaders in their development 
group, something feasible – the cur-
rent gaps in education could close.

Determined, equity-focused inter-
ventions can help economies and soci-
eties rally, mitigating the far-reaching 
impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic.

“This crisis shows that if we fail to 
bring equity into the policy toolkit, 
many will fall further behind. This is 
particularly important for the ‘new 
necessities’ of the 21st century, such 
as access to the Internet, which is 
helping us to benefit from tele-educa-
tion, tele-medicine, and to work from 
home,” says Pedro Conceição, Direc-
tor of the Human Development Re-
port Office at UNDP.

Implementing equity-focused ap-
proaches would be affordable. For in-
stance, closing the gap in access to the 
Internet for low- and middle-income 
countries is estimated to cost just one 
per cent of the extraordinary fiscal 
support packages the world has so far 
committed to respond to COVID-19.

The importance of equity is empha-
sized in the United Nations’ frame-
work for the immediate socio-eco-
nomic response to COVID-19 crisis, 
which sets out a green, gender-equal, 
good governance baseline from which 
to build a ‘new normal.” It recom-
mends five priority steps to tackle the 
complexity of this crisis: protecting 
health systems and services; ramping 
up social protection; protecting jobs, 
small- and medium-sized businesses 
and informal sector workers; mak-
ing macroeconomic policies work for 
everyone; and promoting peace, good 
governance and trust to build social 
cohesion. UNDP calls on the interna-
tional community to rapidly invest in 
the ability of developing countries to 
follow these steps.

-UNDP

Human 
development 
on course to 
decline this year

Kuwait, Saudi halt oil production 
from neutral zone
KUWAIT CITY - Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia are to suspend oil production from 
the neutral zone they share in June as 
part of cuts they agreed to shore up pric-
es, a Kuwaiti official said. 

The OPEC oil cartel to which they both 
belong struck a deal with non-OPEC pro-
ducers led by Russia in April to cut out-
put by a record 9.7 million barrels per 
day after crude prices plummeted to a 
two-decade low.

Last week, Saudi Arabia - the world's 
biggest oil exporter - pledged to cut an 
additional one million bpd beyond its 
agreed quota in June in a bid to reduce 
excess supply.

The United Arab Emirates and Kuwait 
followed suit with pledges of additional 
cuts of 100,000 bpd and 60,000 bpd re-
spectively. 

In the neutral zone, Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia decided to shut down the offshore 
Khafji oilfield for one month starting 
June 1, acting head of Kuwait Oil Gulf 
Co. Abdullah al-Sumaiti told the official 
KUNA news agency late Wednesday (20).

Production at Khafji had partially re-
sumed in March following a five-year halt 
due to a dispute between the two coun-
tries.

There is currently no production at the 
onshore Wafra field.

The neutral zone, which is shared 
equally between Kuwait and Saudi Ara-
bia, produced 500,000 bpd before pro-
duction was halted in late 2015.

The two countries resolved their row 
with the signing of a new border agree-
ment in December last year.

-AFP

UNDP warns

WASHINGTON - Another 2.43 million US workers were 
put out of work last week amid the coronavirus pandemic, 
according to government data yesterday (21), bringing the 
total since mid-March to a massive 38.6 million.

The Labour Department data on new first-time claims 
for unemployment benefits for the week ended May 16 
showed the rate of new filings continued to slow in the sec-
ond month of the nationwide lockdowns, but the job losses 
remained among the highest on record.

The figure was in line with analysts' forecasts, and brings 
the average in new claims over the last four weeks to 
3,042,000, seasonally adjusted, while the number of people 

actually receiving benefits - usually lower as applicants take 
time to be approved - 25,073,000 as of May 9, the Labor 
Department said.

The report, which tallies up claims filed in state pro-
grams, now also includes the raw total for benefits under 
the Federal Pandemic Unemployment Assistance which hit 
2.22 million, not seasonally adjusted.

That program is aimed at workers like contractors and 
self-employed people who would not normally qualify for 
traditional benefits - indicating the weekly job losses may 
be closer to 4.7 million.

Initial claims appeared to have passed their peak hit in 

late March, and the latest figure is down 249,000 from the 
nearly 2.7 million claims file in the week ended May 9.

"The dramatic spike in unemployment claims is trending 
down, but it still completely overshadows any precedent," 
Kate Bahn, director of Labor Market Policy at the Centre for 
Equitable Growth, said on Twitter.

Yet the weekly totals remain well above any seen in a 
single week during the global financial crisis 12 years ago, 
and more comparable to the Great Depression, as the pan-
demic forced businesses nationwide to shut down and lay 
off workers.

-AFP

New US jobless claims slow to 2.43 mn

Stocks close up 2.6% driven by Combank, JKH

Coats Digital, Res.Q and Serai eye tech 
boost for apparel industry

Rupee strengthens to 186.40/50 to US dollar

Pope Francis begs in Milan Street, 
his cassock in tatters

COLOMBO - Profits at John Keells 
Holdings grew 18% to Rs 3.7 billion in 
the March 2020 quarter from a year 
earlier, interim accounts showed, with 
only a marginal impact from coronavi-
rus in the quarter.

The diversified group which has in-
terests in property, container tranship-
ment, hotels and fast moving consumer 
goods reported earnings of Rs 3.18 bil-
lion for the quarter.

In the year to March JKH reported 
earnings of Rs 7.14 billion, on total 
profits of Rs 9.4 billion, down 38% from 

a year earlier.
Total revenues grew 3% to Rs 37.1 bil-

lon, cost of sales grew 8% to Rs 30 bil-
lion and gross profits were down 14% to 
Rs 7.0 billion at group level.

JKH said bunkering profits grew with 
better margins. South Asia Gateway 
Terminals its container terminal be-
came liable for tax.

The soft drinks and ice cream busi-
nesses had grown in January and 
February but curfews had hit sales in 
March.

“Both businesses recorded encour-

aging volume growth in the months of 
January and February, where volumes 
grew approximately 20%-30%, on aver-
age,” the firm said.

“However, the imposition of island-
wide curfew due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic caused disruptions in sales in the 
last two weeks of March 2020, which is 
a peak sales month, resulting in a steep 
decline in volumes, thereby impacting 
overall volumes for the quarter.”

“The supermarket business recorded 
a strong performance driven by a nota-
ble contribution from new outlets and 

growth in same store sales.
“Same store sales recorded an en-

couraging growth of 5.7% in January 
and February 2020.

However, similar to the impacts in 
the Consumer Foods businesses, a 
steep decline in same store sales was 
recorded in March due to the imposi-
tion of curfew which resulted in outlets 
being closed during the latter half of 
March 2020. Consequently, same store 
sales for the quarter was 1.7%.

Hotels, which were recovering from 
a Easter Sunday attack in 2019 were 

again hit by the coronavirus.
In property 19 units were sold in the 

Trizen apartment project before coro-
navirus curfews led to a closure

Property projects had since resumed 
construction.

Unspecified administrative expenses 
rose 25% to Rs 3.2 billion.

Finance income was up 50% to Rs 
2.8 billion. Fair value gains rose 77% to 
Rs 573 million. And income taxes were 
down 26% to Rs 1.2 billion.

EDB says goods exports down 64% in April
COLOMBO– Sri Lanka’s merchandise ex-
ports have fallen 64% to US$ 277.4 million 
in April 2020 from US$ 772.5 million a year 
earlier, as the country was locked down to 
contain a coronavirus crisis.

It estimated services exports made up of 
ICT/ BPM, construction, financial services, 
logistics and tourism sectors were at US$ 
1,030 million down from US$ 1,381 million 
last year.

Up to April 2020, exports of goods and 
services had fallen 26% to US$ 3,884.28 
million from US$ 5,269.28 million a year 
earlier, the EDB said.

Also down were apparel exports by 81% to 

US$ 356 million, tea by 20% to  US$  78.3 
million, rubber based exports by 53% to  
US$ 25 million, coconut based exports by 
35% to  US$ 35 million, seafood  by  72% to 
US$  6.2 million, food and beverages by  43% 
to US$ 14.5 million and  electronics by  63% 
to US$  9.46 million.

However, the EDB said the exports of veg-
etable products, tamarind, areca nuts, Gin-
ger, oleoresins, onions, instant tea, coconut 
husk chips, essential oils, coconut shell char-
coal, kiri ala, green gram, melons & papa-
yas, other natural rubber, gherkins, organic 
chemicals had grown over the same period.

-economynext.com

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka’s stocks closed 
3.26% higher yesterday (21) with index 
heavy John Keells and Commercial Bank 
making gains, recouping previous day’s 
losses, brokers said.

Colombo’s main, All Share Price Index 
(ASPI) climbed 151.65 points to 4,806.87 
topping 4,700 points two days earlier.

The S&P SL20 Index of more liquid 
stocks went up by 8.28% or 157.57 points 
to 2,061.17.

Meanwhile, John Keells Holdings stocks 
gained Rs 7.90 to close at Rs 103.00 a 
share, contributing most to ASPI’s gain.

Commercial Bank of Ceylon stocks up 
Rs 8.10, trading at Rs 70.20 a share while 
LOLC Holdings stocks advanced by Rs 
10.20 to trade at Rs 115.00 a share also 
contributing to the ASPI’s gain.

Banks continued to make gains, amid a 
‘wall-of-worry’, one analysts said.

Market turnover was Rs 2.3 billion with 

128 stocks making gains and 39 stocks fall-
ing.

Out of Rs 2.3 billion turnover, 79% was 
contributed by the banking sector with 
Hatton National Bank (HNB) generating 
Rs 1.2 billion and Commercial Bank of Cey-
lon generating Rs 406 million. There were 
also two crossing in HNB and John Keells 
Holdings counters with HNB having a to-
tal of 2.4 million shares traded between Rs 
105.00 to Rs 105.50 a share in five crossing 
and JKH trading 0.75 million shares at Rs 
103.00 in two crossing.

The total number of trades in the market 
reached roughly 12,454, the highest num-
ber of trades in this month so far.

In the secondary government securities 
market, bond yields fell triggered by the 
central bank’s second bond buy back auc-
tion, dealers said.

-economynext.com

COLOMBO - Tech units of thread mak-
er Coats and Serai have teamed up with 
Res.Q, a technology firm backed by Hir-
dramani group to cut costs and boost ef-
ficiency as the apparel industry is hit by 
Coronavirus.

The firms will create a single platform to 
provide real-time data and view the appar-
el supply chain, helping boost efficiencies 
leading to cost savings, as well as reducing 
the need for face-to-face contact.

“The apparel industry has been devas-
tated by knock-on effects of COVID-19 and 
requires a reset,” Vivek Ramachandran, 
chief executive of Serai, a unit of HSBC 
Bank which helps buyers and suppliers to 
interact through a secure platform said in 
a statement.

“The industry must rebuild relationships 
and respond to new demand patterns that 
will emerge as part of the new norm.

“This will require retailers, brands, 
manufacturers and suppliers to increase 
their digital engagement, make new con-
nections, share more information, and sys-
tematically address pockets of inefficiency 

across the supply chain.”
Serai provides a neutral platform open to 

all industry participants to connect and ac-
cess services offered by Coats Digital’s and 
Res.Q, which provides data driven insights 
for decision-making.

“The industry now has to rethink its 
practices and invest in technology to sur-
vive in the new normal,” Adrian Elliott, 
President, Apparel and Footwear, Coats.

The increased transparency is expected 
to increase trust between buyers and sell-
ers and improve efficiency, reducing oper-
ating costs for participating companies.

“..[W]e are seeing a demand for systems 
that speak to each other to create trans-
parency and eliminate duplication of work 
between Brand and Vendor,” Samath Fer-
nando, CEO Res.Q said.

Coats Digital, Res.Q and Serai hope to 
strengthen relationships between buyers 
and sellers in the apparel industry and cut 
inefficiencies by connecting multiple stan-
dalone systems that companies currently 
use to manage their processes. 

-economynext.com

COLOMBO – Sri Lanka’s rupee gained to 
close around 186.40/50 to the US dollars 
in the spot market yesterday (21), amid 
collapse domestic demand from Coronavi-
rus curfews and import controls.

The rupee closed around 187.05/15 at 
close on Wednesday (20).

Excess liquidity in money markets 
dropped sharply to Rs 97.8 billion yester-
day though only aRs 4 billion term reverse 
repo facility was maturing.

It is not clear whether a foreign loan re-
payment was made for liquidity to drop.

The drop in liquidity came despite a the 
Treasuries stock of the central bank going 
up to Rs 319 billion yesterday from Rs 307 
billion on Wednesday.

The central bank bought Rs 13.1 billion 

of bonds on Wednesday, though an out-
right purchase of bond under a new ‘quan-
tity easing’ facility started during the tenor 
of Governor IndrajitCoomaraswamy amid 
public opposition to buying bills from auc-
tions.

Buying bonds allows the central bank 
to manipulate interest rates further down 
the yield curve and create pressure on the 
currency if private credit and State credit 
demand is strong, critics have said.

Sri Lanka’s rupee came under severe 
pressure in March and April with a spike 
in credit, and the central bank slammed 
1970s style import controls. 

-economynext.com

MILAN - On a street in Milan, the capi-
tal of Italy's Lombardy region, which has 
been hit particularly hard by the corona-
virus pandemic, Pope Francis begs for 
alms, his cassock in tatters.

In another, the Argentine pontiff lies on 
a cardboard mattress, his famous black 
briefcase under his head as a pillow. Next 
to him someone has stuffed banknotes 
into a red cup reading "charity."

Another of Italian activist AleXsandro-
Palombo's new works shows the Madon-
na and Child begging.

Palombo said his works were a call for 
solidarity in the face of a sharp rise in 
poverty caused by the coronavirus lock-
down and a pandemic that has officially 
killed some 32,000 people.

Last month, the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development 
forecast that 27 percent of Italians could 
fall into poverty were they to forego three 

months of income, in a report based on 
2018 data.

"Today, more than ever, we need to 
be aware of the needs of others, of those 
who are going through or are about to go 
through a moment of extreme need," he 
said in a statement.

"Each one of us can make a difference 
by helping the most fragile families, and 
all those who have now fallen into pover-
ty. This is the time to understand that the 
future is about generosity and solidarity," 
he said.

Palombo, 46, who has lived in Milan 
for 30 years, is renowned for colourful, 
reflective and irreverent works and uses 
satirical art to raise awareness of social 
and cultural issues.

Among his most important works are 
"Disabled Disney Princesses" and "The 
Simpsons Go To Auschwitz."

-AFP

People buy jewellery at a bazaar ahead of the Muslim Eid al-Fitr festival in Karachi yesterday (21)

 -Rizwan TABASSUM / AFP

John Keells Holdings net up 18% in March
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TOKYO - Japanese prosecutors said yes-
terday (21) they would seek the extradi-
tion of a former Special Forces soldier 
and his son, arrested in the United States 
and accused of helping fugitive former 
Nissan chief Carlos Ghosn jump bail and 
flee Japan.

Michael Taylor and his son Peter were 
detained Wednesday (20) in Massachu-
setts on suspicion of involvement in what 
prosecutors called "one of the most bra-
zen and well-orchestrated escape acts in 
recent history."

The plot to spirit Ghosn away involved 
"a dizzying array of hotel meet-ups, bul-
let train travel, fake personas and the 

chartering of a private jet," prosecutors 
wrote in court documents.

They said Peter Taylor had been pre-
paring to travel to Lebanon, where Ghosn 
fled after sneaking out of Japan last De-
cember, allegedly inside a musical instru-
ment case.

Ghosn was out on bail in Tokyo await-
ing trial on multiple charges of financial 
misconduct - which he denies - when he 
fled the country.

He said after his arrival in Lebanon 
that he had been forced to escape because 
he feared he would not get a fair hearing.

-AFP

Japan to seek extradition of alleged 
Ghosn accomplices held in US
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COLOMBO – Prime Minister Mahinda 
Rajapaksa yesterday (21) scrapped plans 
for a $40 million cricket stadium after local 
legends of the game warned it would end 
up a white elephant.

Former captains SanathJayasuriya and 
MahelaJayawardene slammed the pro-
posed grounds near the capital Colombo, 
saying the money would be better spent 
supporting young players.

"It was decided at a meeting with former 
top players that instead of the proposed 
Homagama stadium it was better to spend 
money on building school cricket," the 
Mahinda Rajapaksa's office said in a state-
ment.

Information and Higher Education min-
ister BandulaGunawardana had proposed 
the controversial stadium, which was to be 
built in his local constituency.

The governing body Sri Lanka Cricket 
had backed his plan and there was specula-
tion it could fund the project using interna-
tional loans.

During strongman Rajapaksa's dec-
ade as president between 2005 and 2010, 
he built a 35,000-capacity international 
cricket stadium in his home constituency 
of Hambantota.

But the arena in the south of the island 
nation has become a white elephant, with 
no Test matches played on the grounds.

The stadium, named after him, hosted a 
one-day international between Sri Lanka 
and West Indies in February after Raja-
paksa became prime minister in November 
under his president brother Gotabaya.

-AFP

COLOMBO– Counsel for the Secretary 
to the President submitted to the Supreme 
Court yesterday (21) that dissolution ends 
the term of a Parliament and therefore no 
Parliament exists for it to be reconvened.

A five-judge bench of the Supreme Court 
is considering eight Fundamental Rights 
petitions that challenged the June 20 poll 
date and the refusal of the president to re-
convene Parliament. The bench is chaired 
by Chief Justice Jayantha Jayasuriya and 
includes Supreme Court Justices Bu-
wanekaAluwihare, Sisira de Abrew, Pri-
yantha Jayawardena and Vijith K Malal-
goda.

Yesterday was the fourth day of submis-
sions for the Court to decide whether it will 
grant leave to proceed for the petitions.

After the Elections Commission in-
formed the Court through its attorneys on 
Wednesday (20) that it cannot hold the 
elections on June 20 as planned due to the 
contingencies arising from the COVID -19 
pandemic, the focus of the petitions now 
is narrowed to the reconvening of Parlia-
ment.

One of the eight petitions, filed by Char-
ithaGuneratne challenging only the elec-
tion date was withdrawn by President’s 
Counsel M. A Sumanthiran on Wednesday.

On Wednesday and yesterday the Court 
heard the submissions by counsel for the 
respondents.

On Wednesday it was the turn of the Na-
tional Elections Commission and yester-
day President’s Counsel Romesh de Silva 
submitted for the second Respondent, Sec-

retary to the President, P. B. Jayasundera.
De Silva said a seven-judge bench of the 

Supreme Court has held that the President 
has the power to dissolve a Parliament af-
ter four-and-a-half years after its election.

He went on to say such dissolution 
would end the term of the Parliament and 
that there was no Parliament to be called 
after that.

De Silva submitted that the proceed-
ings related to the parliamentary elections 
have been carried out in accordance with 
the provisions of the Constitution and the 
Parliamentary Elections Act as part of the 
elections process. Nominations have been 
called and valid papers have been accepted 
also according to the law, he added.

He noted the Elections Commission had 
decided to postpone the election due to the 
prevailing situation in the country, and it 
was also a part of the election process.

The President’s Counsel stated the pres-
ident’s initial gazette notification was not 
invalidated as stated by the petitioners as 
the election date was changed by an inde-
pendent election commission.

He also stated the election has been 
postponed at this time and that the elec-
tion is not required for more than 60 days 
and that it could be held within a month 
and a half if necessary.

De Silva stated that if the old Parliament, 
which has run its term, is reconvened it 
will seriously damage the sovereignty of 
the people. 

-economynext.com

Govt. scraps $40mn 
cricket stadium on 
advice of top players

Lawyers for 
Democracy urge 
Govt. to stop 
militarization

Once dissolved no Parliament 
exists to be reconvened 

COLOMBO - Three women were tram-
pled to death during a stampede for an $8 
cash handout in Colombo yesterday (21), 
amid growing desperation among Sri Lan-
kans struggling to make ends meet during 
a coronavirus lockdown that has smashed 
the economy.

Some 1,000 people queued outside a 
businessman's warehouse for his annual 
handout during the Muslim fasting month 
of Ramadan, local Member of Parliament 
Mujibur Rahman said.

There was a rush for the Rs 1,500 gift 
- about the same amount as a labourer's 
daily wage - when the gates opened, he 
said.

"Some people tried to break the queue 
and enter," Rahman told AFP.

"That is when the women at the top 
of the queue fell and were trampled to 
death."

Nine others were seriously hurt in the 
stampede and taken to hospital, he said, 
adding that there was a larger-than-usual 

crowd during this year's event, which has 
been taking place for decades.

"People have not earned any money for 
two months because of the virus lockdown 
(since March 20)," Rahman said.

"People are desperate. When they heard 
about today's donation, over a thousand 
turned up."

The businessman, who has not been 
named by authorities, and five of his assis-
tants were arrested for violating the lock-
down, Colombo police chief Deshabandu-
Tennakoon told reporters.

Government cash handouts this month 
– Rs 5,000 each to 5.14 million families 
living below the poverty line - also sparked 
chaotic scenes in villages.

Colombo and a neighbouring district 
are under lockdown, although some of the 
virus restrictions have been lifted in other 
parts of Sri Lanka.

The country has recorded 1,045 infec-
tions including nine deaths so far.

-AFP

Three women crushed to death 
in stampede for $8 handout

COVID-19 forces temporary closure 
of Mission in Abu Dhabi

SLCERT issues alert over multiple 
vulnerabilities in Windows

Stranded Sri Lankans repatriated 
from Jakarta

COLOMBO - Sri Lanka’s Embassy in 
Abu Dhabi has been temporarily closed 
after five staff members were tested posi-
tive for the novel coronavirus, the Min-
istry of Foreign Relations said yesterday 
(21).

A Ministry Spokeswoman said the clo-
sure may be for two days, however as 
Ramazan holidays are also due, it may 
last longer.

The embassy posted a notice on its 

website on Wednesday (20) announcing 
the closure without a reason.

The notice said: “Due to an emergency 
the Embassy is temporarily closed until 
further notice.”

It also urged people seeking assis-
tance to refrain from trying to reach staff 
by telephone and advised them to send 
emails instead. 

-economynext.com

COLOMBO - The Sri Lanka Computer 
Emergency Readiness Team (SLCERT) 
has issued a high level threat after mul-
tiple vulnerabilities were identified by 
Microsoft Windows.

SLCERT said the vulnerabilities could 
lean an attacker to bypass security re-
strictions, perform a denial of service 
(DOS) attack, access sensitive informa-
tion, privilege escalation and finally ex-
ecuting arbitrary codes on the targeted 
system.

The affected software are:
• Windows 10 for x64- based systems
• Windows 10 version 1607, 1709, 1803. 

1809, 1903, 1909 for x64- based sys-
tems

• Windows 7 for x64- based systems SP1
• Windows 8.1 for x64- based  systems
• Windows Server 2008 for x64- based 

systems SP2  & Server Core installation
• Windows Server 2008 R2 for x64- 

based systems SP1 & Server Core in-
stallation

• Windows Server 2012 & Server Core 
installation

• Windows Server 2012 R2 & Server 
Core installation

• Windows Server 2016 & Server Core 
installation

• Windows Server 2019 & Server Core 
installation

• Windows Server, version 1803 (Server 
Core installation)

• Windows Server, version 1903 (Server 
Core installation)

• Windows Server, version 1909 (Server 
Core installation)

-CG

COLOMBO - A group of 110 Sri Lan-
kans, stranded in Jakarta, Indonesia, 
due to flight bans and border closures 
amidst the novel coronavirus crisis, ar-
rived at the Bandaranaike International 
Airport (BIA) early yesterday (21) morn-
ing.

The Sri Lankans were flown back on 
a special flight chartered by SriLankan 
Airlines.

A statement from the Depart-
ment of Information said, based on 
requests,several more groups of strand-
ed Sri Lankans will be repatriated from, 
Russia, Bangladesh, Maldives Qatar and 
Belarus, by May 28.

The Ministry of Foreign Relations said 

Sri Lankans in Maldives and the Middle 
East will be brought back next.

SriLankan Airlines also flies cargo 
flights to 27 destinations where passen-
gers could be brought back if necessary, 
it added.

There were about 12,000 Sri Lankans 
abroad who had gone on short term vi-
sas who will be brought back subject to 
availability of quarantine spots, Foreign 
Minister Dinesh Gunewardene had in-
formed the cabinet of ministers.

Sri Lanka has so far brought back 
4,500 citizens. Another 41,000 citizens 
are hoping to return in the next few days 

-ENCL

A police crime scene officer checks a sight outside the warehouse, at Jumma Masjid Road 
in Maligawatte, Colombo, where three women were crushed to death in a stampede while 
waiting to receive a cash donation, yesterday (21)

 –J Sujeewakumar/ENCL

Continue with social distancing 
Director General of Health Services,  

Dr. Anil Jasinghe has said social dis-
tancing and other guidelines issued to 
prevent the spread of the coronavirus 
will continue well into next year, and 
that hand wash and other steps can-
not be limited to just 2-6 months. He 
warned that failure to continue with 
social distancing and other measures 
will only result in a risk of the corona-
virus spreading once again.
Work a year longer

Cabinet yesterday (21) approved a 
proposal by Health Minister Minister-
PavithraWanniarachchi to raise the re-
tirement age of doctors from 60 to 61 
years, due to a shortage of doctors in 
the country. President Gotabaya Ra-
japaksa had proposed a committee be 
appointed to study the retirement age 
in other sectors as well.

A life sacrificed
A 32-year-old father of two died 

yesterday (21) attempting to rescue a 
young girl who had jumped into the 
IhalaKothmale reservoir to end her 
life, to evade an arranged marriage. 
The man was identified as a resident 
of Rathnagiri Colony in Lindula. Police 
said the girl was rescued and has been 
admitted to Lindula hospital for fur-
ther treatment.
President wants pharma sector 
streamlined

President Gotabaya Rajapaksa yes-
terday instructed officials to disregard 
the interests of a handful of interme-
diaries in the pharmaceutical indus-
try and streamline the production and 
supply of pharmaceutical items for the 
benefit of the people. He has said no 
room should be left for shortages in the 
supply of medicines in the country.

COLOMBO - The government will cease 
providing the relief payment to families 
for the month of June, Co-Cabinet Spokes-
man BandulaGunawardena said yesterday 
(21), claiming the decision had been taken 
in response to a letter from the Elections 
Commission which had criticized the gov-
ernment of politicizing the relief effort.

He told a media briefing yesterday, the 
cabinet had decided to discontinue the 
payment after the Elections Commission 
questioned the need for such relief if daily 
wage earners could go back to work.

In a letter to the government, the Chief 
Elections Commissioner, Mahinda De-
shapriya had noted the Commission had 
been receiving a number of complaints 
accusing the government of promoting its 
partner political parties through the relief 
program in the months of April and May.

It states that along with individuals and 
civil societies, secretaries of parties con-
testing the general election had lodged 
complaints alleging the politicization of 
the relief program. 

The Commission notes that ruling party 

operatives at the village level involved in 
the distribution of the relief measures had 
“turned it into a promotional effort of the 
party.” 

The letter warns the Election Commis-
sion would take steps to inform the pub-
lic that no political propaganda should 
be carried out through the financial relief 
program. The Commission also orders the 
government to withdraw local politicians 
from the governing party from distribut-
ing and directing the distribution of the 
relief payments and hand over the task to 
officials such as District Secretaries and 
GramaNiladharies.

Gunawardene said the government had 
decided to stop the relief measure, as it re-
spects the election laws of the country and 
did not want to face any legal charges.

Contrary to Gunwardene’s claims the 
Commission’s letter, at no stage says the 
government should stop the relief pro-
gram to the neediest. 

-economynext.com/ENCL

COLOMBO – Nineteen people tested 
positive for COVID-19 by late evening yes-
terday (21), taking Sri Lanka’s novel coro-
navirus tally to 1047. Seventeen cases were 
reported by 6:00 p.m.  

According to Director General of Health 
Services, Dr. Anil Jasinghe, of the 17 cases 
reported initially, two were from the Sri 
Lanka Navy personnel quarantined in the 
Mullaithivu centre and 15 were from among 
those repatriated from Dubai and currently 
under quarantine at the Giragama centre. 

He also said 604 patients had been 
deemed completely recovered and dis-
charged from hospitals by yesterday, while 
434 patients were receiving treatments in 
hospitals. 

Health authorities performed 1108 PCR 
tests on Wednesday (20), with one patient 
identified as being COVID-19 positive.

Menwhile, Health Minister 
PavithraWanniarachchi on Wednesday 
declared there was no community trans-
mission of the virus as there had been no 
COVID-19 positive cases reported among 
the general public for the past three weeks.

Addressing a media briefing on Wednes-
day, she said all the cases had been report-

ed from either quarantine centres or the 
Welisara Navy Camp.

Army Commander and head of the COV-
ID-19 Task Force, Lt. General Shavendra 
Silva said the navy cluster had produced 
578 COVID-19 positive cases, and that  221 
of them had recovered and were discharged 
from hospital.

Meanwhile, DrJasinghe said the Health 
Department had laid down strict guidelines 
for the Welisara Navy camp to prevent more 
persons becoming infected since some of 
the navy personnel moved to quarantine 
centres have been detected as infected.

Jasinghe appealed to the general public 
to continue to adhere to the guidelines to 
maintain social distancing and hand hy-
giene at all times.

He also warned that the danger of den-
gue fever was rising because of the rainy 
weather and communities have to be aware 
of the danger.

“COVID-19 can spread because we have 
to maintain personal hygiene and practice 
social distancing but dengue spreads be-
cause of communal neglect and bad prac-
tice,” he said.

-ENCL

Government stops Rs 5,000 payment; 
blames Elections Commission

COVID-19 count races to 1047

COLOMBO – Lawyers for Democracy 
have called upon the government to stop 
the militarization of the public sector and 
strengthen the fight against COVID-19 by 
assigning the leadership to Public Health 
Authorities and Public Services.  

In a statement signed by Lal Wijenay-
ake on behalf of the convenor the Law-
yers have pointed out that the war against 
COVID-19 cannot be defeated by the use 
of military power or by adopting military 
strategies and tactics. 

The statement in full:
‘Lawyers for Democracy’ see a seri-

ous crisis developing due to authorities 
concerned acting under a misconception 
regarding the 30-year-war which was 
against an armed struggle and our forces 
were able to successfully defeat and the 
war against the pandemic COVID-19. 
The war against COVID-19 cannot be 
defeated by the use of military power or 
by adopting military strategies and tac-
tics. The war against COVID- 19 has to 
be led by the Public Health Authorities 
of our country and it is they who should 
be in the front line in this war. The main 
supporting force has to be the public ser-
vice from government agents, divisional 
secretaries, down to village level public 
servants such as gramaniladharies, sam-
urdiniyamakas, goviniyamakas, etc. The 
tri forces have an important task to play 
in support of the public health authorities 
and public service in implementation of 
their decisions and strategies.

In this context the move by the gov-
ernment to deprive the Public Health 
Authorities the sole right to decide on 
policies and strategies in fighting this war 
and to give the leadership to the forces 
ignoring the important role of the public 
service is of great concern.  

We ‘Lawyers for Democracy’ view these 
moves of the government as a further 
step towards militarization of the state. 
The appointment of a retired Major Gen-
eral as the Secretary of the Ministry of 
Health clearly shows this trend. 

We, ‘Lawyers for Democracy’ call upon 
the government to stop this trend and to 
strengthen the fight against COVID-19 by 
assigning the leadership to Public Health 
Authorities and Public Services.  
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For spy agencies
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Briefing Trump is a 
test of holding his 
attention

NEW DELHI — More than 80 people 
were killed by the powerful cyclone that 
slammed into India and Bangladesh on 
Wednesday (20), wiping out thousands 
of homes and drenching low-lying areas 
in torrential rain, officials said yesterday 
(21).

Many of the dead were crushed by fall-
ing trees, electrocuted by downed wires 
or buried inside collapsing buildings as 
Cyclone Amphan pummelled the region, 
leaving a wide swath of devastation and 
grief.

The worst damage was reported in 
the Indian state of West Bengal, which 
includes the metropolis of Kolkata and 
many small, coastal villages where peo-
ple live in shacks made from mud and 
sticks. The storm ripped through there, 
and although many villagers had evacu-
ated beforehand, as Indian authorities 
had urged, some had resisting packing 
into shelters because they feared the 
coronavirus.

West Bengal’s chief minister, Mamata 
Banerjee, one of India’s most powerful 
women, said she had “never seen such a 
disaster before”.

“At one end there is this small COVID 
virus that is terrifying people,” she said 
in a video conference. “This was another 
virus from the sky.”

Initially, Indian authorities believed 
that a combination of an impressive 
evacuation effort and the weakening of 
the storm as it swirled onto land had 
spared more lives. On Tuesday (19) and 
Wednesday, as the storm barrelled up 
the Bay of Bengal, emergency crews plied 
beach roads, shouting to people through 
megaphones to leave their homes and go 
to evacuation shelters. Around 3 million 
people in India and Bangladesh heeded 
the calls and moved to safety.

The cyclone weakened further as it 
moved into north-eastern India yester-
day, with a wind speed of 37 mph. The 
skies over many of the cyclone-damaged 
areas were clear.

Many villagers who had fled to cy-
clone shelters were still inside them; 
others were beginning to trickle back to 
their villages, only to find their homes 
smashed to the ground, scatterings of 
sticks and clumps of mud.

Authorities said it was too early to as-
sess the full damage. Many areas were 
still inaccessible because of downed 
trees and blocked roads. Among the re-
ported deaths, authorities said that 10 
people had died in Bangladesh and at 
least 73 in India.

One of the hardest-hit places was the 
metropolis of Kolkata, one of India’s old-
est cities, with around 15 million people 
in the greater urban area. Authorities 
said that the cyclone had killed at least 
15 people there. Yesterday, its streets 
were littered with trees, and parked cars 
bumped into one another as workers 
struggled to clear the roads.

The eye of Cyclone Amphan had 
passed nearby, bringing with it 100 mph 
winds and nearly 9 inches of rain.

Banerjee said that the region was in a 
“warlike” situation and that the loss of 
lives could surpass the toll of COVID-19 
there so far.

Videos on social media showed in-
undated airports, uprooted trees block-
ing roads and water cascading down 
the stairs of residential buildings. The 
runway of Kolkata’s airport, one of the 
busiest airports in India before the na-
tionwide lockdown, was completely un-
derwater and looked like a long pond.

Bangladesh seemed to do better at 
getting people into emergency shelters. 

Authorities there reported evacuating 
around 2.4 million people; in India, of-
ficials Wednesday estimated that around 
660,000 had been evacuated.

Mohammed Salah Uddin, 42, said he 
and 10 others returned to his village in 
southern Bangladesh after crisscross-
ing uprooted trees and electricity wires 
on the streets. He said that the cyclone 
shelter he was in had been overcrowded 
and that people had not maintained a 
safe distance from one another, despite 
the threat of the coronavirus. Photo-
graphs from other shelters in Bangla-
desh showed huge crowds of people, few 
of them wearing masks.

“It looked scary,” Uddin said. “It is 
better to live in a destroyed home than 
catch the diseases.”

Belinda Wright, executive director of 
the Wildlife Protection Society of India, 
said there had been serious damage to 
the ecosystem of the Sundarbans, the 
world’s largest mangrove forest and a 
wildlife refuge, home to endangered spe-
cies including Bengal tigers. The cyclone 
made landfall very close to the Sundar-
bans, which stretches across the border 
of India and Bangladesh along the Bay 
of Bengal.

Villagers in that area, Wright said, told 
her that there wasn’t “a tree standing.”

But the villagers also relayed that no 
one had been injured in the storm.

 “They don’t like leaving their homes,” 
Wright said, adding that because they 
know how “terribly dangerous” cyclones 
can be, most villagers in that area had 
followed the instructions to evacuate.

Rescue operations intensified across 
the entire area yesterday. 

-New York Times

By Jeffrey Gettleman and Sameer Yasir

By Julian E. Barnes and Adam Goldman

Cyclone toll hits 88 as Bangladesh 
and India start mopping up

‘Political fanaticism’

NEW DELHI - It was built by Sir Edwin Lu-
tyens as the grand imperial heart of India, then 
reclaimed as the seat of power for an independ-
ent republic.

Now, government plans to redevelop Delhi’s 
emblematic central vista and build a new parlia-
ment have drawn fierce criticism.

Writing in the Guardian, the acclaimed Indi-
an-born sculptor Anish Kapoor has described 
the plans to rebuild the nation’s power corridor 
as an act of “political fanaticism” by Narendra 
Modi, India’s Hindu-nationalist prime minis-
ter.

The “expensive vanity project,” Kapoor 
writes, is Modi’s “way of placing himself at the 
centre and cementing his legacy as the ruler-
maker-builder of a new Hindu India.”

The project, added Kapoor, is going ahead 
“without an articulated architectural position, 
public consultation, parliamentary debate or 
peer consent.”

Delhi’s central vista, home to the grand com-
plex of government buildings, is one of the most 
recognizable sites in India. The long and grassy 
avenue sweeps down from the India Gate war 
memorial to the RashtrapatiBhavan, or presi-
dent’s residence, with the circular Parliament 
House building in between. It was designed by 
British architects Lutyens and Herbert Baker 
following the 1911 decision to move the capital 
of the British Raj from Calcutta to Delhi.

The geometric design, with wide avenues 
and sprawling lawns, was modelled on Euro-
pean capitals such as Paris but was also infused 
with Indian influences from the architecture of 
Hindu temples to the red-stoned grandeur of 
Mughal forts. The vista remains the only area in 
India designated grade 1 heritage status.

Now, under a $3bn development plan, over 
the next four years an entirely new triangular 
parliament building will be erected next to the 
current heritage Parliament House, which was 
built in 1929, as well as a new residence for the 
prime minister. It will repurpose the north and 
south blocks into a national museum, demolish 
some newer ministry buildings and erect a vast 
new secretariat along either side of the vista, 
which will house all the government ministries 
currently scattered across Delhi. It will be the 
most significant transformation of the physical 
structures of government in India since inde-
pendence; yet according to many opponents, it 
is not needed at all.

The government and HCP Design, the ar-
chitecture firm overseeing the project, say its 
necessity is not up for dispute. “From the day 
after independence, parliament was too small, 
because the existing building was the council 
house for the British raj,” said Bobby Desai, di-
rector of design at HCP. “We have limped along 
since then. It was certainly never designed to be 
a parliament building for a country of 1.4 billion 
people.”

Currently 550 representatives sit in the Par-
liament, but is still based on the 1971 census 
when India’s population was a just 580 million, 
meaning a single elected official now looks after 
an average of 2.5 million people. This will be up 
for review after 2026 and there are estimates it 
could raise the number of parliamentarians to 
over 900, thus requiring more seats.

But opponents to the project have questioned 
why the Indian government cannot follow the 
example of ageing parliament buildings all over 
the world, from the French parliament to the 
Houses of Parliament in the UK and the Senate 
in the US, and renovate the current structure, 
which is less than 100 years old.

Desai insisted that it was unsafe to do so, and 
that an entirely new building was the only op-
tion. “The current building has heritage status 
and physically cannot be expanded any further, 
without being incredibly invasive,” he said. HCP 
say their design will also create 75 acres more of 
public green space, including part of presiden-
tial estate being opened up for the first time as 
an arboretum showcasing India’s biodiversity.

With Delhi currently the most polluted city 
in the world, many have questioned why there 
are funds for this grandiose development but 
not to clean the city’s toxic air. The coronavi-
rus pandemic, and the massive financial strain 
it has put on India and its millions of migrant 
workers, has led many to argue that the billions 
could now be better spent on urgently needed 
healthcare and welfare. However, a petition for 
the vista development to be delayed due to the 
pandemic was rejected by the Supreme Court 
last week.

“Everything about this project has been 
flawed,” said Anuj Srivastava, an architect who 
has been part of Lokpath, a group opposing the 
development. “There has been no transparency, 
no consultation and they are pushing forward 
with it so fast just so they can get it done be-
fore the next election. It’s clearly nothing but a 
vanity project for prime minister Modi, to build 
parliament in his own image, at an unaffordable 
cost.

“A heritage area like this is under strict ar-
chitectural control but that seems to have been 
completely disregarded,” Srivastava added. 
“The government is riding roughshod over all 
the committees and bodies which are suppos-
edly meant to protect this area.”

The selection process that awarded the pro-
ject to HCP, a firm known for their close ties to 
Modi, was accused of a lack of transparency.

Desai acknowledged that there had been “ob-
jections” to the lack of public consultation on 
a project. “I’m not saying we have absolutely 
achieved the mark of how public consultation 
should happen in these projects,” said an HCP 
project spokesperson. “I think there is some 
lack from both ends, both from us and also from 
the end of the government.”

Historian Sohail Hashmi said the project was 
problematic on both a practical and symbolic 
level. For the first time, it will see all govern-
ment buildings concentrated in a single place. 
“We should be talking about distributing pow-
er and instead we have a design which will be 
the very embodiment of the concentration of 
power,” said Hashmi. “A monument to a crazed 
dictatorial desire to have all government in one 
place, under the watch of one man – our prime 
minister.”                                     -The Guardian

Villagers salvage items from their house damaged by cyclone Amphan in Midnapore, West Bengal, yesterday (21). The strongest 
cyclone in decades slammed into Bangladesh and eastern India on Wednesday (20), sending water surging inland and leaving 
a trail of destruction as the death toll rose to at least nine

-Dibyangshu SARKAR / AFP
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Modi's plan to rebuild 
India's Parliament draws 
fierce criticism

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump has 
blamed many others for his administration’s flawed 
response to the coronavirus: China, governors, the 
Obama administration, the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO). In recent weeks, he has also faulted the 
information he received from an obscure analyst who 
delivers his intelligence briefings.

Trump has insisted that the intelligence agencies 
gave him inadequate warnings about the threat of the 
virus, describing it as “not a big deal.” Intelligence of-
ficials have publicly backed him, acknowledging that 
Beth Sanner, the analyst who regularly briefs the pres-
ident, underplayed the dangers when she first men-
tioned the virus to him Jan. 23.

But in blaming Sanner, a CIA analyst with three 
decades of experience, Trump ignored a host of warn-
ings he received around that time from higher-ranking 
officials, epidemiologists, scientists, biodefence offi-
cials, other national security aides and the news media 
about the virus’s growing threat. Trump’s own health 
secretary had alerted him five days earlier to the po-
tential seriousness of the virus.

By the time of the Jan. 23 intelligence briefing, many 
government officials were already alarmed by the 
signs of a crisis in China, where the virus first broke 
out, and of a world on the brink of disaster. Within 
days, other national security warnings prompted the 
Trump administration to restrict travel from China. 
But the United States lost its chance to more effec-
tively mitigate the coronavirus in the following weeks 
when Trump balked at further measures that might 
have slowed its spread.

Trump, who has mounted a years-long attack on the 
intelligence agencies, is particularly difficult to brief 
on critical national security matters, according to in-
terviews with 10 current and former intelligence offi-
cials familiar with his intelligence briefings.

The president veers off on tangents, and getting him 
back on topic is difficult, they said. He has a short at-
tention span and rarely, if ever, reads intelligence re-
ports, relying instead on conservative media and his 
friends for information. He is unashamed to interrupt 
intelligence officers and riff based on tips or gossip 
he hears from former casino magnate Steve Wynn, 
retired golfer Gary Player or Christopher Ruddy, the 
conservative media executive.

Trump rarely absorbs information that he disagrees 
with or that runs counter to his worldview, the offi-
cials said. Briefing him has been so great a challenge 
compared with his predecessors that the intelligence 
agencies have hired outside consultants to study how 
better to present information to him.

Working to keep Trump’s interest exhausted and 
burned out his first briefer, Ted Gistaro, two former 
officials said. Gistaro did not always know what to ex-
pect and would sometimes have to brief an erratic and 
angry president upset over news reports, the officials 
said.

Richard Grenell, the acting director of national in-
telligence, said the idea that Trump was difficult in in-
telligence briefings was “flat wrong.”

“When you are there, you see a president question-
ing the assumptions and using the opportunity to 
broaden the discussion to include real-world perspec-
tives,” Grenell said.

White House officials disputed the characterization 
of Trump as inattentive.

“The president is laser-focused on the issues at hand 
and asks probing questions throughout the briefings 
— it reminds me of appearing before a well-prepared 
appellate judge and defending the case,” Robert C. 
O’Brien, the national security adviser, said in response 
to a request for comment.

 “How do you know?” is Trump’s common refrain 
during his 30- to 50-minute briefings two or three 
times a week. He counters with his own statistics on 
issues where he has strong views, like trade or NATO. 
Directly challenging him, even when his numbers are 
wrong, appears to erode Trump’s trust, according to 
former officials, and ultimately he stops listening.

-New York Times

After EU court ruling

US college admissions scandal 

Under a pandemic border policy

By Géza Molnar

By Sarah Mervosh

By Caitlin Dickerson

US expels hundreds of migrant childrenHungary closes 
asylum-seeker camps

Lori Loughlin to plead guilty

WASHINGTON - Hundreds of mi-
grant children and teenagers have 
been swiftly deported by US authori-
ties amid the coronavirus pandemic 
without the opportunity to speak to a 
social worker or plea for asylum from 
the violence in their home countries — 
a reversal of years of established prac-
tice for dealing with young foreigners 
who arrive in the United States.

Historically, young migrants who 
showed up at the border without adult 
guardians were provided with shelter, 
education, medical care and a lengthy 
administrative process that allowed 
them to make a case for staying in the 
United States. Those who were even-
tually deported were sent home only 
after arrangements had been made to 
assure they had a safe place to return 
to.

That process appears to have been 
thrown out under President Donald 

Trump’s latest border decrees. Some 
young migrants have been deported 
within hours of setting foot on US 
soil. Others have been rousted from 
their beds in the middle of the night 
in US government shelters and put on 
planes out of the country without any 
notification to their families.

The Trump administration is try-
ing to justify the new practices under 
a 1944 law that grants the president 
broad power to block foreigners from 
entering the country to prevent the 
“serious threat” of a dangerous dis-
ease. But immigration officials in re-
cent weeks have also been abruptly 
expelling migrant children and teen-
agers who were already in the United 
States when the pandemic-related or-
der came down in late March.

In March and April, the most recent 
period for which data was available, 
915 young migrants were expelled 

shortly after reaching the US border, 
and 60 were shipped home from the 
interior of the country.

During the same period, at least 166 
young migrants were allowed into the 
United States and afforded the safe-
guards that were once customary. 
Customs and Border Protection has 
refused to disclose how the govern-
ment was determining which legal 
standards to apply to which children.

On Tuesday (19), the Trump ad-
ministration extended the stepped-up 
border security that allows for young 
migrants to be expelled at the bor-
der, saying the policy would remain 
in place indefinitely and be reviewed 
every 30 days.

An agency spokesman said its poli-
cies for deporting children from with-
in the interior of the country had not 
changed.

-New York Times

BUDAPEST - Hungary said yesterday (21) it would close 
"transit zone" camps where hundreds of asylum seekers 
and migrants were held, following a ruling by EU's top 
court against their detention.

The decision by the European Court of Justice (ECJ) 
earlier this month is the latest clash between EU authori-
ties and Prime Minister Viktor Orban's government, which 
has taken a hard line on immigration.

Hundreds of people were being held in shipping con-
tainers behind a barbed wire fence at the two camps along 
the Serbian border, and rights group have slammed them 
as inhumane. 

But senior government minister Gergely Gulyas said 
yesterday, Hungary was "obliged to comply with the ver-
dict" of the ECJ and so "can do nothing but eliminate the 
transit zones." 

"The transit zone was a solution that protected Hunga-
ry's borders, and the European Court of Justice's ruling in 
this case was unfortunate," Gulyas told reporters.

He said 280 people would be taken from the camps to 
asylum reception centres but did not specify how long they 
would stay there and what would happen to them.

"Asylum applications can only be submitted to embas-
sies outside the country," he added.

Under amendments passed in 2018, Hungary has been 
automatically rejecting asylum applications from those 
who have passed through a "safe transit country", in this 
case Serbia.

The Hungarian Helsinki Committee (HHC), a human 
rights organization, said about 300 people had been trans-
ferred.

"Great news: Overnight, authorities released everyone -- 
about 300 people, many families with small kids -- unlaw-
fully detained in the transit zones and transferred them to 
open or semi-open facilities!" HHC tweeted.

In its ruling, the ECJ said people could not be detained 
in the camps without their cases being examined individu-
ally and that they could not be held for more than four 
weeks.

Last year the European Commission warned that condi-
tions in the camps violated EU human rights legislation.

- Agence France-Presse

NEW YORK - Actress Lori Loughlin 
and her husband, Mossimo Giannulli, 
a fashion designer, agreed to plead 
guilty to conspiracy charges in con-
nection with the college admissions 
scandal, the Justice Department an-
nounced yesterday (21).

Under the terms of the agreement, 
to be formalized in court at later date, 

Loughlin, 55, agreed to serve two 
months in prison, pay a $150,000 fine 
and serve two years of supervised re-
lease with 100 hours of community 
service. Giannulli, 56, is expected to 
serve five months in prison, pay a 
$250,000 fine and serve two years of 
supervised release with 250 hours of 
community service.

Prosecutors had accused Loughlin 
and Giannulli of paying $500,000 to 
get their two daughters designated as 
recruits to the University of Southern 
California women’s crew team as a 
way to ensure their admission to the 
school.

-New York Times



Wuhan after the lockdown ends

COVID-19 crisis for 
Rio's trans sex workers

By Vivian Wang By Dom Phillips and Ian Cheibub

By Vivian Wang

REALITY CHECK

By Motoko Rich

RIO DE JANEIRO - Social distancing 
is keeping people off the streets of cen-
tral Rio de Janeiro. And that has created 
serious challenges for its trans sex work-
ers, who have seen their clientele, and 
their income, melt away.

“You can see what it’s like: empty 
streets, shops closed, the fallen econo-
my” says Elba Tavares, 44, from Paraíba 
state in north-east Brazil. “I am no long-
er in that rush of prostitution but yes, I 
sell my body.” But, she says: “There are 
very few customers.”

Fear and prejudice in Brazil drive 
many trans people into the sex trade but 
life on the street for a trans sex worker 
is never easy.

“Only the strong survive, and I’m 
not one of the strongest. I’m one of the 
weakest,” she says, “and weaker for be-
ing poor and for being trans. Even if I 
was trans and had something, the same 
discrimination would be there.”

Brazil has strong trans movements 
and civil society organisations but it is 
one of the most dangerous countries in 
the world for transgender people, ac-
cording to Transgender Europe. The 
murder rate for trans people is the high-
est in the world.

Elba is coping with the added chal-
lenge of COVID-19 as best she can. 
“How am I surviving? Well you can see. 
I get a little from the government but it’s 
not much. Sometimes I can stop by the 
house of some friends,” she says. “This 
is a half-developed country. What is 
most developed here is crime and cor-
ruption, that’s well-developed … And 
when the government is not worth any-
thing, nothing else is.”

Tavares has been living in Rio for 20 
years. She says her clients are often mar-
ried men “who like a dose of something 
for courage.”

 “I used to get my mother’s skirts and 
put them on my head, like hair. I liked 
hanging out with girls,” she says. “I’ve 
used make-up since I was a child, then 
I started to take hormones secretly and 
began creating a feminine appearance.”

In her late teens, Elba says, she start-
ed prostituting herself, heading out at 
night with her clothes in a bag to the 
spot where other trans sex workers 
gathered. “My brother was very aggres-
sive. My father too,” she says.

In 1999, she grabbed a lift from a 
friend to São Paulo, more than 1,000 
miles south. In 2000 she moved to Rio 
and has been here ever since.

StefanyGonçalves, 26, is a trans sex 
worker from Espírito Santo state in 
south-eastern Brazil. She says life has 
been very hard since coronavirus ar-
rived in Rio.

 “It’s really difficult; because there’s 
almost nobody on the street ... I work as 
a prostitute, so what happens? It’s ter-
rible,” she says. “I still go out, I still have 
sex, because if I don’t, I’ll die of hunger.”

Stefany is reluctant to discuss her 
past, but she is open about one thing. “I 
never had another job,” she says. “This 
is the only thing I ever had for me.”

She has had some help during the 
pandemic restrictions. “Thank God 
there are people who see this. I got a ba-
sic food donation. There are people who 
are doing a little.” Gonçalves says she 
also received an emergency payment 
from the government of around £90, 
one of three planned monthly payments.

“If it was difficult for us before, it’s 
even more so now,” she says. “I’m in the 
risk group, I stay at home more now.”

A fundraising campaign has been set 
up to help provide essential food and hy-
giene products for trans sex workers in 
the Lapa district of Rio de Janeiro.

Casa Nem, a shelter for LGBTIQA+ 
people in Rio’s Copacabana neighbour-
hood, has organised the distribution of 
basic food parcels to trans people and 
other vulnerable people in the area. The 
shelter is also working with the Capaci-
trans (Trans Training) group to produce 
face masks made by trans women work-
ing at home.

Casa Nem’s founder, trans activist 
and former sex worker IndianareSique-
ira, lived through the Aids epidemic in 
the 1980s. That was a time, she says, 
when many people in Brazilian society 
turned their backs on LGBT people. But 
the COVID-19 pandemic affects every-
one and everyone is at risk.

On March 13, as coronavirus spread 
through Europe, she put the shelter 
into lockdown. “I had the experience of 
Aids and I knew this [coronavirus] could 
come to Brazil,” she said.

Casa Nem has set aside a floor to quar-
antine new arrivals like Caíque Gomes, 
20, who fled the prejudice of his parents 
in Rio’s blue collar Bangu neighbour-
hood because they objected to the way 
he dressed and behaved as a gay man. 
“Here, I saw it’s very different. We can 
be who we want to be, free,” he said.

Siqueira believes that violence and 
attacks against trans people have in-
creased since right-wing president Jair 
Bolsonaro – who is notorious for his 
many homophobic remarks – fought his 
winning election campaign and took of-
fice.

“This social isolation that society is 
going through is what LGBT people and 
especially transvestites and transsexu-
als have always lived with,” she says. “I 
hope people learn from this.”

-The Guardian

HONG KONG — Two blocks from my apart-
ment on the western edge of Hong Kong Is-
land, a Starbucks has been transformed into 
what looks like a construction zone, or maybe a 
strange art installation.

An armchair near the window was cordoned 
off for a time with masking tape, and more 
strips stretched over and around other chairs 
nearby, taut like tightropes over their neigh-
bouring table tops. Rectangles of white card-
board are clipped to the sides of tables, which 
now look more like office cubicles than places 
to gather with friends.

But if the customers are fazed by the oddness 
of their surroundings, they don’t show it.

On a recent Tuesday night, a young couple 
huddled at one of the tape-free tables, laugh-
ing at something on the girl’s phone. A man 
hunched over his laptop, seemingly oblivious to 
the silos shielding him from his fellow patrons.

Hong Kong was one of the first places out-
side mainland China to be hit by the coronavi-
rus, and immediately the landscape of the city 
changed.

There were temperature checks at every pub-
lic building, and signs in elevators telling you 
how often the buttons were sanitized. A phar-
macy chain handed out fistfuls of stickers with 
every purchase, featuring the chain’s mascot — 
a winking orange cat — and a reminder: “Wash 
your hands! Rub your hands! 20 seconds, Thx.”

Everywhere, there were reminders that these 
were not normal times.

Four months later, those signs are still 
around. But the city is humming back to life — 
not really in spite of those omnipresent remind-
ers so much as alongside them.

The attendance for morning tai chi in the 
park behind my apartment has grown from 
a few elderly ladies in face masks to dozens. 
The crowds strolling along Victoria Harbour 
have grown denser, children giggling behind 
the plastic visors their parents force on them. 
Many cha chaantengs — the hole-in-the-wall 
Cantonese diners that serve up milk tea, egg 
tarts and beef chow fun — still offer discounts 
for takeout, but the tables inside are beginning 
to fill up, too.

Most directly, this is a response to the good 
news of recent weeks.

Hong Kong has recorded just three locally 
transmitted cases in the last 30 days. Only four 
people are reported to have died of COVID-19. 
The government has loosened social distancing 
restrictions, allowing civil servants to go back to 
work and restaurants to return to full capacity, 
instead of half.

But that’s not the only reason the virus no 
longer seems to rule every facet of life here. 
While fear and anxiety linger, Hong Kongers 
seem particularly adept at living with those 
emotions — maybe not embracing this strange 
new reality, but not recoiling from it either.

That unflappability has struck me sharply 
during my time here.

I moved to Hong Kong from New York City 
three months ago. Before boarding the plane, 
I had never worn a face mask. Many of my 
conversations with friends back home revolve 
around how long it will take for things to go 
back to the way they were before. Like, really 
like before — not just without stay-at-home or-
ders and shuttered businesses, but also without 
masks and the words “social distancing.”

In Hong Kong, “real" life doesn’t seem so mu-
tually exclusive with our present one. That’s in 
no small part because the city has been through 
this before.

Before moving, I read up on Hong Kong’s last 
battle with an epidemic: severe acute respira-
tory syndrome. I knew it had been scarred by 
the disease, which barrelled across the city in 
2003 and killed almost 300 people. But I didn’t 
realize how deeply that experience had embed-
ded itself in the city’s psyche until I arrived.

Face masks are not uncommon even in out-
break-free times. And Hong Kongers easily 
remember to press elevator buttons with their 
keys rather than their fingertips because they 
have been doing so for years.

So when the coronavirus hit, people simply 
took what they had already been doing and es-
calated it — sometimes even before the govern-
ment told them to.

-New York Times

‘If I don't have 
sex I'll die of 
hunger'

TOKYO — Susumu Kataoka was just 
looking for a diversion from long days 
sheltering at home with his family during 
the coronavirus outbreak. He grabbed his 
drone and took it for a spin around their 
Tokyo house, snapping some pictures and 
posting them on Facebook.

His wife, Aki, was not amused. If he 
had time to play around like that — re-
vealing their household clutter, no less 
— shouldn’t he have time to take on more 
domestic chores and child care?

Susumu Kataoka, a marketing web con-
sultant, believed he was already doing his 
share. He gave his wife a list of tasks he 
regularly performs: bathing their two pre-
school-age children, washing dishes, over-
seeing tooth brushing.

How little he knew. In a meticulous 
spreadsheet, his wife, a nursing student, 
enumerated her 210 tasks to his 21.

“I really wanted him to understand just 
how much I was doing,” she said.

For working couples, Japan’s efforts to 
combat the spread of the virus — encour-

aging teleworking and asking residents to 
stay inside — have highlighted disparities 
in the division of domestic work that shape 
households across the globe but are espe-
cially pronounced in Japanese society.

Men who usually see their families only 
briefly in the morning and at night have 
been spending weekdays at home during 
Japan’s coronavirus state of emergency, 
allowing them to witness just how many 
chores must be done. Women who toil in-
visibly doing laundry, dealing with financ-
es and cooking meals are now asking their 
husbands to pitch in.

The results can be combustible: Argu-
ments sometimes erupt over whose turn it 
is to sweep up or help with math lessons 
for newly homebound students. Living 
quarters are cramped, and feel even small-
er with everyone stuck inside. And there 
are doubts that this dose of domesticity, 
which may be over in weeks, will open 
men’s eyes enough to reverse entrenched 
patterns.

Still, some men say they now feel closer 

to their families, and hope Japan’s often 
inflexible work culture will change suffi-
ciently to allow them to spend more time 
at home even when the pandemic passes.

Susumu Kataoka is trying to adjust his 
habits.

When he uploaded his wife’s spread-
sheet on Twitter — writing that they had 
been in danger of getting a “coronadi-
vorce,” a term that has trended in Japan 
— the post was shared about 21,000 times.

“We have a long life ahead of us,” he said 
during an interview on Google Hangouts 
from the family kitchen, where a printout 
of his wife’s spreadsheet was stuck to the 
refrigerator door. “If I refused to accept 
this, then we might face more resentment 
of each other.”

Japan is by no means the only place 
where women shoulder a disproportion-
ate household burden. And with schools 
closed in many countries, the extra strains 
from child care and imbalances in paren-
tal help with homework have surfaced 
around the world.

But men in Japan do fewer hours of 
household chores and child care than in 
any of the globe’s wealthiest nations. In a 
survey last year by Macromill, a market re-
search firm, about half of Japanese work-
ing couples reported that men did 20% of 
the housework or less.

Japan’s prime minister, Shinzo Abe, 
has long promoted a platform of elevating 
women in the workplace. Yet many wom-
en are held back because they bear a heavy 
load at home.

“If we can’t split the work at home 
equally,” Aki Kataoka said, “then we can-
not create a world in which women are 
empowered.”

About half of working women in Japan 
are employed in part-time or contract jobs 
without benefits, according to government 
data, compared with close to 1 in 5 men. 
That has reinforced a sense among some 
men that their paid work takes priority 
over their wives’ jobs, leaving women to 
carry the bulk of household chores.

-New York Times

Stuck at home

WUHAN - They have delighted in the 
small things, like getting bubble tea 
and takeout noodles. They have re-
discovered places like the neighbour-
hood playground. They have searched 
for new vocabularies to describe their 
losses.

For more than two months, the peo-
ple of Wuhan, China, lived under lock-
down as their city buckled beneath the 
weight of the coronavirus that emerged 
there. Then, gradually, cases ebbed. On 
April 8, the lockdown was lifted.

Now, the residents of Wuhan are cau-
tiously feeling their way toward an un-
certain future, some of the first in the 
world to do so. There is trauma and 
grief, anger and fear. But there is also 
hope, gratitude and a newfound pa-
tience.

Here are four of their stories.

Elation and Relief: Relishing 
traffic

Her friends had posted all over social 
media: The milk tea shops had reo-
pened! Wuhan was coming back!

But when Rosanna Yu, 28, took a sip 
of her first order in two months, she 
was unimpressed. “Did you guys forget 
how to make milk tea?” she posted jok-
ingly on WeChat in late March. “How is 
it this bad?”

Still, disappointing milk tea is bet-
ter than none. And while normalcy 
and good bubble tea may still be out of 
reach, just the prospect has Yu feeling 
buoyant.

In early April, after the lockdown 
eased, Yu and her parents visited a park 
to admire Wuhan’s famous cherry blos-
soms. Officials had urged residents to 
stay home when possible, but “we just 
couldn’t sit inside any longer,” she said.

She recently took a video of the long 
line at a local restaurant for takeout 
“hot dry noodles,” Wuhan’s signature 
dish. She now has to pause for traffic 
before crossing the street — a burden 
that has never felt less like one.

“Seeing a lot of cars, I’m actually so 
happy,” she said.

Anger and Alienation: Leaving 
Wuhan behind 

Liang Yi has not been home to Wuhan 
in the four months since he fled town 
right before the lockdown was imposed.

If he can help it, he won’t ever be 
back.

“We have a son now,” Liang, a 
31-year-old marketing professional, 
said of himself and his wife. “If we can 
create better circumstances for him, 
then we don’t want to live in a city like 
Wuhan anymore.”

Around the world, many are eager to 
return to the lives they had before the 
coronavirus. But for some, that return 
has become impossible, even undesir-
able.

As the outbreak ravaged Wuhan, Li-
ang — who had hunkered down with 
his wife and 2-year-old son at his par-
ents’ home about 75 miles from Wuhan 
— stewed over the government’s initial 
denials of the outbreak’s severity. He 
fumed over its early refusal to allow 
hospitals to test many suspected cases, 
including that of his friend, who was 
sent home to self-isolate.

Yes, Wuhan authorities eventually 
brought the outbreak under control. 
But he could not forgive them for allow-
ing it to explode in the first place.

Grief and Regret: Finding new 
ways to talk

In the months after his mother died 
from the coronavirus, Veranda Chen 
searched daily for new distractions. He 
read Freud and experimented in the 
kitchen. He joked on WeChat about 
opening a restaurant. Its signature dish, 
he said, would be called “remembering 
past suffering, and thinking of present 
joy.”

But recently, cooking has lost its ap-
peal. His mother used to ask him to 
cook for her, but he had said he was too 
busy applying for graduate school.

“I thought, ‘I’ll focus on getting into 
my dream school, and then after that, I 
can put all my time into doing the things 
they’d always asked me to,’” Chen, 24, 
said of his parents.

“Now, there’s no chance.”
Chen’s mother fell sick when the 

outbreak was at its height. An over-
whelmed hospital turned her away on 
Feb. 5. She died in an ambulance on the 
way to another. She was 58.

She and Chen had been close, though 
they had often struggled to show it. She 
had insisted on saving money for his 
eventual wedding, rather than indulg-

ing a trip to the tropical island of Hain-
an. He considered her old-fashioned 
and often felt smothered.

After she died, he realized he had so 
many questions he had wanted to ask 
her — about her childhood, about his 
childhood, about how she had seen him 
change.

Chen had to learn to grieve in lock-
down, when the usual rituals of mourn-
ing were impossible. He couldn’t see 
his friends. His father wasn’t around, 
either; he had tested positive and was 
in a hospital.

Now that Chen and his father are reu-
nited, they, too, are searching for new 
ways to talk.

Patience and Vigilance: Avoiding 
risk

Spring in Wuhan marks the start 
of crawfish season. Crawfish braised, 
crawfish fried, crawfish coated with 
chillies — and always devoured with 
family and friends.

But Hazel He doesn’t plan to have an-
other feast like that until at least next 
year.

“Anywhere where there are crowds, 
there is still some degree of risk,” He, 
33, said.

Avoiding risk shapes everything He 
does these days. Though residents are 
allowed to move around the city again, 
she still chats with her friends by video. 
Before going outside with her 6-year-
old son, she peers out her window to 
make sure no one is around. She re-
cently let him play on the swings near 
their apartment again, but they don’t 
leave the neighbourhood.

The anxiety is not nearly as over-
whelming as it had been in the early 
days of the outbreak, when He would 
cry while watching the news, and her 
son would ask her what was wrong.

But, like others in Wuhan, she is still 
approaching normalcy only tentatively, 
understanding just how fragile the vic-
tory is.

Just last week, six new cases were re-
ported there, after more than a month 
of no new reported infections.

“Wuhan has sacrificed so much,” He 
said. “Taking care of ourselves is our re-
sponsibility to everyone else.”

-New York Times

Hope, fear and grief

A couple wearing face masks sit by the banks of the Yangtze River in Wuhan, in China’s central Hubei province yesterday (21). 
China has largely brought the coronavirus under control within its borders since the outbreak first emerged in the city of Wuhan 
late last year

-Hector RETAMAL / AFP
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A security personnel checks the body temperature of a pedestrian Colombo on April 23

Sri Lanka's decision to make cremations mandatory for 
COVID-19 victims is an act of institutionalized Islamophobia

We have spent a decade discussing the problems 
posed by social media platforms and looked at is-
sues such as filter bubbles, echo chambers, infor-
mation silos, viral virus, misogynist trolling and 
amplification of toxic content. The platform com-
panies have now started acknowledging their role 
in vitiating the information universe and under-
mining the lives of millions.

Last week, Facebook apologized for its role in 
the 2018 anti-Muslim riots in Sri Lanka. An in-
house probe found that incendiary content on the 
social media platform may have led to the deadly 
violence. The social media conglomerate has also 
launched a content oversight board, which will 
be able to overturn decisions by the company and 
Chief Executive Mark Zuckerberg on whether 
individual pieces of content should be allowed on 
Facebook and Instagram. Google has launched 
its Google News Initiative to help journalism 
thrive in the digital age.

Will these initiatives and measures by the plat-
form companies be enough to sanitise our news 
and information environment? I can reasonably 
claim that I am not only familiar with the works 
of two members of the 20-member Facebook 
oversight group — Alan Rusbridger, former edi-
tor of The Guardian and Nighat Dad, the Execu-
tive Director of Pakistan’s Digital Rights Founda-
tion — but also respect their contribution to a 
free and fair information space. Rusbridger has 
written an explanatory note on why he agreed 
to join the team. He sees the social media giant 
at the intersection of three humongous crises 
in front of credible information space: informa-
tion chaos, crisis in free expression and crisis in 
journalism. Though he is guarded about the final 
outcome, 

Rusbridger said: “There is, in my view, no 
excuse for not trying. The balancing of free 
expression with the need for a better-organized 
public square is one of the most urgent causes I 
can imagine.”

I am a votary of self-regulation but I am scepti-
cal of the mechanism created by Facebook. First 
let us look at some of the proven instances of its 
gross failures: the anti-Muslim riots in Sri Lanka, 
the violence against Rohingya in Myanmar, the 
sordid details of the harvesting of personal data 
by Cambridge Analytica and the mindless censor-
ing of the Pulitzer Prize winning photograph of 
the “Napalm girl” that spoke about the barbarity 
of war. People from other regions have their own 
lists of failures of the platform.

Second, there is a huge gap between the 
magnitude of Facebook’s size, reach, linguistic 
diversity and influence on one hand, and the 
limitation of the oversight board to look into 
localised propaganda on the other. As of the 
first quarter of 2020, Facebook has 2.6 billion 
monthly active users and the number surpasses 
3 billion people a month if one includes the other 
popular products of the company such as What-
sApp, Instagram and Messenger. It is available in 
101 languages.

For instance, how will the oversight board 
handle a toxic posting in Tamil? I have noticed 
a growth in bigotry, hate and abuse in Tamil-
language postings. These do not reveal their 
true colour if they are subjected to mechanical 
translation without providing adequate context. 
What are the mechanisms to capture the gravity 
of the polarizing content that fills cyberspace? 
Problematic posts should be removed on a war 
footing because there is a political dividend for 
inciting hate.

We must remember that the grim im-
ages broadcast by the killer in two mosques in 
Christchurch, New Zealand could not be con-
trolled or moderated by the social media giants 
despite the conscious and collective decision to 
take down the offensive video. There seems to be 
no mechanism to prevent reposting of offensive 
content, which was taken down.

Rebecca MacKinnon, a fellow with the Uni-
versity of California National Center for Free 
Speech and Civic Engagement and co-founder 
of Global Voices, is convinced that the oversight 
board “cannot stop the exploitative collection 
and sharing of user data, or stop the company 
from deploying opaque algorithms that prioritize 
inflammatory content to maximize engagement.” 
I tend to agree with her. In print and broadcast 
organizations, there is a shared value system be-
tween all the stakeholders which makes self-reg-
ulation an effective mechanism. But there is no 
unifying objective between Mark Zuckerberg, his 
hand-picked corporate board, Facebook’s nearly 
2.5 billion users and the oversight board, despite 
the individual credentials of its members.

-The Hindu

By A.S. Panneerselvan

The world is going through a period 
of unprecedented instability, distress 
and uncertainty. The novel corona-
virus pandemic and the threat posed 
by it to the socioeconomic fabric of 
nations, pushed many governments 
around the world into an existential 
crisis and forced them to switch to 
survival mode. Populist politicians in 
these countries, who failed to respond 
to this public health crisis swiftly and 
efficiently, resorted to scapegoat-
ing minority communities, especially 
Muslims, to justify their shortcom-
ings.

This has put millions of people, 
who were subjected to discrimination, 
abuse and oppression even before the 
start of the pandemic, in a bind. In 
many countries around the world un-
derprivileged Muslims are now facing 
not only a pandemic that is threaten-
ing their lives and livelihoods, but also 
a spike in institutionalized Islamo-
phobia. 

In India, since the emergence of 
COVID-19, members of the country's 
200 million-strong Muslim commu-
nity have repeatedly been accused of 
being "super spreaders" of coronavi-
rus both by the media and the ruling 
Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP).  

In late March, after a Muslim reli-
gious gathering in New Delhi alleg-
edly led to a rise in the number of 
coronavirus cases in the city, a politi-
cian from the BJP dubbed the gather-
ing "corona terrorism", and called for 
Muslims who attend mosques amid 
the pandemic to be "punished like 
terrorists". As a result, "corona jihad" 
became a trending topic on social 
media and many Muslims, including 
volunteers distributing relief mate-
rial, faced physical and verbal attacks. 
A BJP legislator from the state of Ut-
tar Pradesh, meanwhile, called for a 
boycott of Muslim vendors, accusing 
them of "infecting vegetables with sa-
liva".  

India's government treated the cor-
onavirus pandemic as an opportunity 
to double down on its existing Islamo-
phobic policies. Since the start of this 
public health emergency, it not only 
used Muslims as a scapegoat to divert 
attention from the shortcomings of its 
coronavirus response, but also man-
aged to deepen the Hindu majority's 
existing prejudices about this com-
munity. 

In neighbouring Sri Lanka, the gov-
ernment chose to use the pandemic as 
an excuse to stigmatize Muslims and 
pander to Islamophobia. 

Sri Lanka has a vibrant multireli-
gious and multi-ethnic heritage. But 
Islamophobic propaganda persistent-
ly spread by the media and politicians 
over the years, coupled with attacks by 
radical Muslim groups in April 2019 
and the mainstreaming of Islamopho-
bia across the world, led to the mar-
ginalization of Muslims in the coun-
try. Muslims faced waves of violence 
at the hands of Buddhist nationalists. 
The government was accused of not 
doing enough to protect this minority 
community and bring those who at-
tack them to justice.

So, unsurprisingly, when COVID-19 
reached Sri Lanka, some prominent 
media organizations and nationalists 
who are close to the current govern-
ment were quick to blame Muslims, 
who form nearly 10% of the popula-
tion, for the spread of the virus. Just 
like in India, Muslim religious practic-
es were singled out as "super spreader 
events" and Sri Lankans who belong 
to the Buddhist majority were warned 
not to buy food items from Muslim 
vendors.  

In April, the government made cre-
mations compulsory for coronavirus 
victims, which goes against the Islam-
ic tradition of burying the dead. The 
measure not only deprived Muslims 
of a basic religious right, but it con-
tributed to the widespread perception 
that Muslim religious practices aid the 
spread of the virus. 

Islam has at its heart the sanctity 
of life and honouring the dead is an 
extension of that sanctity. There are 
four duties that Muslims are obligated 
to perform upon the passing away of 
a fellow Muslim; they are to wash the 
body, shroud it with clean sheets, per-
form the funeral prayer even if only 
with a few people, and provide a dig-
nified burial. 

When called on to take all the nec-
essary measures to stop the spread of 
the virus, the majority of Muslim com-
munities, in Sri Lanka and elsewhere, 
agreed to adjust their burial practices 
accordingly, especially in regards to 
the first two duties.

There is no scientific basis to the 
claim that burying bodies of victims 
contributes to the spread of the coro-
navirus. Countries across the world, 

from Europe to Africa and North 
America, are burying coronavirus vic-
tims, according to the detailed guide-
lines issued by their governments, 
and without causing any risk to public 
health. 

The Sri Lankan government's deci-
sion to make cremation mandatory 
for all victims of COVID-19 is thus not 
a public health measure but a blatant 
act of institutionalized Islamophobia. 
It speaks to the larger fears that amid 
the coronavirus pandemic the Indian 
model of disenfranchisement is being 
tested in Sri Lanka as well. 

India and Sri Lanka are not the only 
countries in which Muslims face in-
creased risks, abuse and discrimina-
tion due to the coronavirus crisis.

In China, Uighurs and other Turkic-
Muslim minorities are still subjected 
to the most unimaginable forms of 
abuse at the hands of the government. 
According to the UN, about one mil-
lion Uighurs are being held within so-
called "re-education camps" in unhy-
gienic and cramped conditions. 

 The suffering of Rohingya Muslims, 
who in 2017 faced a military offensive 
in Myanmar for which the govern-
ment is facing genocide charges at the 
UN's top court, has also increased due 
to the pandemic. Today, hundreds of 
thousands of Rohingya refugees are 
living in densely populated camps in 
neighbouring Bangladesh. With  Roh-
ingya refugee already testing positive 
for the virus,   COVID-19 outbreak in 
the overcrowded camps is almost cer-
tain to come - and when it does, ex-
perts say, the damage could be severe. 

The governments of both China and 
Myanmar are using the coronavirus 
pandemic to divert attention from the 
crimes they committed, and continue 
to commit, against Muslim minori-
ties in their countries. Political lead-
ers across the world are using racism, 
xenophobia and Islamophobia as po-
tent tools for short-term gains during 
this pandemic.  

The world must act immediately 
and decisively to hold these leaders 
and governments to account to ensure 
we do not let the rise of COVID-19 
contribute to the rise of fascism.

-Imam Omar Suleiman is an 
American Muslim scholar and theo-

logically driven activist for human 
rights and this article was originally 

featured on aljazeera.com

Like India, Sri Lanka is using 
coronavirus to stigmatize Muslims

By Omar Suleiman
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The president is most likely referring to 
the UN Human Rights Council and the 
UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights. The statement indicates 
he is either wrongly advised about the UN 
or plain politics, which could go against 
Sri Lanka at a time it desperately needs 
international support precisely to protect 
its war heroes. The statement has been 
widely picked up by Western media agen-
cies, which have a global influence.

Why is there a problem with the state-
ment?

Sri Lanka is not a Member of the UN 
Human Rights Council (HRC) it is only an 
Observer State, so the question of ‘pulling 
out’ does not arise. Besides, HRC is an in-
tegral part of the United Nations, a sub-
sidiary body of the UN under the General 
Assembly, which elects HRC members 
from among UN member States. The only 

way to completely withdraw from HRC is 
to leave the United Nations.

As for ‘pulling out’ of OHCRC, the only 
way to do so would also be by leaving 
the UN altogether, OHCHR being a body 
of the United Nations, not a Specialized 
Agency.

It is preposterous that Sri Lanka should 
even consider quitting the only global 
multilateral organization that exists to-
day capable of defending multilateralism, 
in accordance with the UN Charter, and 
hence the interests of less powerful states 
such as ours. The world order established 
under the UN Charter, whatever its weak-
nesses – and there are many – is the only 
order capable of defending the sovereignty 
of less powerful states and former colonies 
such as ours, against external interfer-
ence, intervention, aggression, and wars.

The system must be strengthened, not 

weakened, in the light of the increasing re-
sort to unilateral coercive measures by the 
US (especially) to exert pressure on sover-
eign states to compel a change on policy 
through sanctions or threats of sanctions, 
embargoes, blockades, conditionality and 
intimidation.

Withdrawing from the United Nations 
will only strengthen the US suprema-
cist unilateralist vision of the world; un-
dermine multilateralism which the Non 
Aligned Movement has fought for and 
largely contributed to developing in the 
interest of former colonies; isolate Sri 
Lanka; weaken its ability to negotiate 
from a position of strength; deprive it of 
the means to resolve problems with global 
dimensions (such as COVID-19, climate 
change, trade, finance…); and, ultimately, 
erode its independence, sovereignty and 
possibly its territorial integrity.

It is incongruous that the president 
should make such a statement at an event 
to pay tribute to war heroes who sacrificed 
their lives in the war against LTTE terror 
and separatism that was fought precisely 
on the basis of defending those very same 
principles unilateralism seeks to under-
mine.

And how will such a statement be in-
terpreted by our potential allies in Africa, 
Asia, and Latin America, whose very ex-
istence and survival as independent and 
sovereign nations depends on respect for 
the purposes and principles incorporated 
in the UN Charter, and at a time that US 
President Donald Trump uses the exact 
same threat to quit WHO in the midst of a 
global pandemic?

-Tamara Kunanayakam is a former 
Sri Lankan Envoy to Cuba and the UN in 

Geneva

Playing politics with the UN?
Tamara Kunanayakam responds to the statement made by President Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
that he will not hesitate to pull Sri Lanka out of any international organization that unfairly 
targets the country’s war heroes

By Indi Samarajiva

According to Donald Trump, I live in a 
shithole country. He was referring to TPS na-
tions (Temporary Protected Status), places 
with civil unrest, violence, or natural disasters. 
Sri Lanka’s not TPS, but check, check, check, 
sounds like home.

I’ve lived through a tsunami, war, terrorism, 
floods, riots, and a running epidemic. And I’ve 
had it easy, old-timers consider me soft. I’ve 
only been hospitalized once and I haven’t bur-
ied anybody close. Even so, this isn’t my first 
curfew. It’s not even my first curfew in the last 
year.

We’ve been drilled like this for generations. 
Forever as far as I know. If it wasn’t the weather 
it was the British. If it wasn't the British, it was 
us. We get hit and we get back up, over and over 
again. Sometimes together, sometimes fighting 
each other, but we always get up.

I used to think this made us f*&^ed up. Now 
I realize that it has made us strong.

The west, in contrast, has gone weak. For 
months I’ve been honestly baffled by them. 
They’re supposed to be developed, to be smart, 
but they’ve been so dumb. Why are they talking 
so much? Why aren’t they acting?

Now it all makes sense. This is their first 
time.

Simply put, nothing this bad has happened 
to them for generations. That’s why they need 
some 100-year-old veteran to raise money for 
their NHS, only he even remembers what sac-
rifice is. Everybody else has gone soft. They’re 
used to stable governments, financial disasters, 
a little terrorism; child’s play, biblically speak-
ing.

When I lived in America the worst thing I 
remember was a snow day. Disaster relief was 
eating cereal and watching TV. These people 
were not ready. So here they are.

Let me be clear. I’m talking about white peo-
ple. Black people, minorities, the sick — life 
has been a running disaster for them even in 
the west. White people are a disaster all their 
own. We had that one too, three times. And no I 
don’t mean all white people, but enough of you, 
shut up.

For years their dumb cruelty was getting 
black people killed on the street, or children 
murdered in schools, or random weddings 
droned in Yemen. They just watched while 
black people drowned in Katrina, or Puerto 
Ricans in Puerto Rico. Now, a Malcolm X said, 
chickens have come to roost.

COVID-19, however, is no chicken. It’s a 
bear.

Let me tell you a story. I just made it up.
A bunch of one-legged people and one able-

bodied American are having a picnic. A bear 
shows up, and he looks pissed. The one-legged 
people know what a bear is, that’s how they lost 
the other leg. They run.

The American just stands there, on two good 
feet, talking to himself.

“What’s a bear? Don’t dogs kill more people? 
Won’t it eat grandma first?”

So the bear eats the American.
Even as the American is going down the 

bear’s gullet, however, he’s still talking, much 
to everyone’s confusion, including the bear.

“So… can we go back to our picnic now? My 
freeedommm….”

That’s America right now. They’re half-
way down the gullet of disaster, talking about 
reopening. Even as a disaster is happening to 
them, they’re still not ready. They don’t even 
understand what ready is.

The resiliency of shitholes
People don’t think like this in ‘shithole’ coun-

tries. We weeded these idiots out of the gene 
pool years ago. That’s why almost every coun-
try in the world besides the west at least reacted 
quickly to COVID-19. Literally no one is recom-
mending drinking bleach, or saying this thing 
will just go away. We might be poor, but we’re 
not stupid. We have too much hard experience.

In fact, being poor has made us smart. All 
of our trials — the troubles that made people 
call us shitholes — they made us hard. All of the 
proud comforts of the west, they made you soft. 
It’s a bit of cognitive dissonance even to us. We 
migrate to the west on the assumption that you 
guys know what you’re doing. But you don’t.

I used to think all of our disasters made us 
a disaster, but I was wrong. Disasters are just 
what happened. Resilient is what we are.

We’re not a shithole, we’re just a place where 
shit happens. And we’ve fought back, every 
time.

When COVID-19 came we didn’t know what 
it was, but we knew what trouble was. We un-
derstood that we need to save every life, and we 
know what sacrifice is. We’ve fed each other, 
helped each other, and taken political action 
before. I’ve seen the same networks and the 
same people spring into place. We’ve given a 
lot up to save lives, and now we just had to do 
it again.

This is the same in ‘shithole’ countries across 
the world. This is true for countries that only 
recently came out of the shit, like much of East 
Asia. This is basically true everywhere except 
the indolent west. Are we all winning? Hell no, 
but at least we’re not actively killing ourselves.

And let me be clear. The moments you see 
on the news, that’s not our life. I’ve listed all 
the disasters I’ve lived through, but that’s not 
how I remember things. My life is in between 
those moments, and life is beautiful. We have a 
good life here. We fight for it and we get back to 
it, every time. Honestly, we’re pretty damn use-
ful to have around for you countries that have 
gone soft.

You can call us shitholes, but we’re all in 
some shit now, aren’t we? It helps to have some 
experience.

-Indi Samarajiva is a writer living in 
Colombo and this article was originally 

featured on medium.com

We’re all in 
some shit now, 
aren’t we?

The strength of 
shithole countries



Editorial of The NYT

All 50 states are now 
reopening, but at what cost?

RETHINKING AMERICA

Hey, what do you think the Trump kids are 
up to? Been a long time since we checked.

Not that they’re keeping low profiles. 
Eric, for instance, made news recently 
when he seemed to claim Democrats cre-
ated the coronavirus to hobble the Trump 
campaign.

“They think they’re taking away Donald 
Trump’s greatest tool, which is being able 
to go into an arena and fill it with 50,000 
people every single time,” he said on Fox 
News. “You watch — they’ll milk it every 
single day between now and Nov. 3, and 
guess what — after Nov. 3 coronavirus will 
magically all of a sudden go away and dis-
appear.”

Eric’s defenders said he was simply 
claiming Democrats were using a national 
health crisis for political reasons. But the 
Second Son seemed to be talking about 
something direr and well organized.

“Make no mistake ... This is a very cogni-
zant strategy that they’re trying to employ,” 
he told interviewer Jeanine Pirro. In fact, 
he said “cognizant strategy” twice.

Maybe that could become a campaign 
slogan: ‘Make America Cognizant Again’. 
About time.

At the same time, Donald Jr. was call-
ing Joe Biden a child molester. Ivanka was 
helping head up a food program, and that 
would certainly be no cause for complaint 
if her husband hadn’t been busy casting 
doubt on whether there’d be a presidential 
election this fall.

The president and his three oldest kids 
shared some quality time in the headlines 
this week when a fraud suit against the 
four of them moved ahead one step in the 
courts. Aggrieved investors claim they were 
lured into what turned out to be a pyramid 
scheme that did little but pile up cash and 
pay Donald $450,000 speaking fees.

In the vast universe of litigation against 
various Trumps, this is pretty much par for 
the course. Just remember: A family that 
gets sued together stays glued together.

Average citizens are probably famil-
iar with Eric through TV comics’ jokes, in 
which he’s portrayed as a sort of dim bulb. 
Meanwhile Donald Jr. — the one whose 
semi-automatic rifle has a cartoon of 
Hillary Clinton behind bars — has a more 
colourful public image, thanks to all his so-
cial messaging and a much bigger role in 
the re-election effort, where he’s a regular 
stand-in for his father at political events.

Last weekend Junior got a lot of atten-
tion when he suggested Biden molested 
children. All in fun, of course. That was on 
his Instagram account (2.8 million follow-
ers). “See you later, alligator”, said the post 
next to Biden’s picture. “In a while, paedo-
phile,” returned an alligator in an adjoining 
picture.

This attracted the spotlight. Junior re-
sponded by simultaneously declaring 
himself shocked that people couldn’t take 
a joke (it had a laugh emoji!) and posting 
pictures of Biden affectionately greeting 
children at public events.

A few years ago I read a book by Jun-
ior’s mother, Ivana, who became headline 
fodder back in the day when Trump was 
having an affair with another woman and 
wanted the entire city of New York to know 
that he was committing adultery. Donald 
Jr. was around 12 at the time. Before that, 
he had broken his leg due to a babysitter’s 
inattention. And Ivana reported that once, 
when she was out of town, he and Eric 
called hysterically to report they’d found 
their nanny dying in the basement.

After I read the book I swore I would 
never write anything bad about the guy 
again. And in general, the national rule 
should be to keep politicians’ children out 
of the headlines. Really, they have enough 
to live with. But Junior’s paedophile post 
wiped out any guilt I had about criticizing 
a man whose only claim to fame is being 
the son of one of the most awful people in 
American history.

Trump has five children, and we are all 
in agreement that Barron, 14, is to be left 
alone. Tiffany, 26, is the love child whose 
birth — accompanied by her father’s wild 
penchant for publicizing his affair — broke 
up Trump’s marriage with Ivana. She just 
graduated from law school and so far, she’s 
avoided controversy — or even much atten-
tion of any kind.

Back in 2016, when Trump got elected 
president, he boasted about his kids to 
Fox News thusly: “I’m very proud, because 
Don and Eric and Ivanka and — you know, 
to a lesser extent cause she just got out of 
school, out of college — but, uh, Tiffany, 
who has also been so terrific.”

Definitely leave this woman alone.
But what about Ivanka? She’s been the 

administration’s cheerleader for social 
distancing, then took off with her family 
on a drive to Dad’s golf course in New Jer-
sey. But her unforgivable sin was bringing 
in Jared Kushner as a top Trump adviser. 
Fresh from his performance in bringing 
peace to the Middle East, Jared is now 
floundering around as a coordinator of the 
White House coronavirus response. His 
most memorable moment recently came 
when Time asked him if America could be 
confident the election would still take place 
in November.

“I’m not sure I can commit one way or 
the other, but right now that’s the plan,” he 
responded.

Remember, if the president gets re-elect-
ed they’ll all be back for four more years.

-New York Times

We’ve 
got way 
too many 
Trumps

By Gail Collins

By Sarah Mervosh and Amy Harmon

WASHINGTON — President Donald 
Trump said on Wednesday (20) that he 
may try to host the annual Group of 7 
summit of world leaders at Camp David, 
the presidential retreat in Maryland, as 
originally planned before concerns about 
the coronavirus turned it into a virtual 
gathering scheduled for next month.

“Now that our Country is ‘Transition-
ing back to Greatness’, I am consider-
ing rescheduling the G-7, on the same or 
similar date, in Washington, D.C., at the 
legendary Camp David,” Trump wrote on 
Twitter. “The other members are also be-
ginning their COMEBACK. It would be a 
great sign to all - normalization!”

The United States currently holds the 
presidency of the group of industrialized 
nations, which also include Germany, Ja-
pan, France, Britain, Canada and Italy.

But given that most international and 
even diplomatic travel has been on hold 
for months, Trump’s proposal struck 
many foreign policy experts as fanciful. 
World leader summits like the G7 typical-
ly involve hundreds of officials, support 
staff and elaborate security.

Still, Trump is determined to signal a 
return to normal and resuscitate the bat-
tered economy. And initial statements 
from several G7 members did not rule out 
the idea of an in-person summit. The vir-
tual meeting is scheduled for June 10-12.

Soon after Trump’s tweet, the White 
House said in a statement that he had 
spoken to President Emmanuel Macron 
of France, and told him, among other 
things, “that the United States looks for-
ward to convening the G7 soon.”

A French diplomatic source said later 
that Macron “is prepared to travel to 
Camp David,” health conditions permit-
ting, and Boris Johnson, the British prime 
minister, seemed to be open to the idea.

“Hosting arrangements for the G7 are a 
matter for the country that holds the cur-
rent G7 presidency,” a representative for 
the British government said. “We’re in 
close contact with the US in the run-up to 
the summit.”

Holding the summit would underscore 
Trump’s message that America can now 
reopen on the assumption that the worst 
of the coronavirus crisis has passed, even 

as many public health experts warn that a 
rush to do that could lead to a new wave 
of infections.

Until now, the president has focused 
the effort exclusively on domestic activ-
ity. Trump has not left the country since 
his late-February trip to India and last 
received foreign dignitaries at the White 
House in mid-March. The United States 
also currently maintains bans on flights to 
the country from Europe and Britain.

Even before the coronavirus derailed 
plans, organizing the summit had be-
come a minor drama for the White House. 
Trump initially announced in October 
that he would host the gathering at the 
Trump National Doral resort near Miami, 
drawing criticism even from some Repub-
licans that it was inappropriate for him to 
host a diplomatic event at one of his prop-
erties.

Trump subsequently changed the venue 
to Camp David, a rustic compound that 
the president, whose tastes are gilded, has 
privately denigrated.

Mick Mulvaney, his former acting chief 
of staff, called the location too remote — a 

feature that could now be a benefit given 
the threat of the virus.

While it is unclear how enthusiastic G7 
leaders might be about visiting the United 
States, given its high rates of coronavirus 
infection and the fact that a White House 
aide and a presidential valet tested posi-
tive for the virus this month, none of its 
leaders rejected the idea outright.

But one G7 official, speaking on back-
ground, said it was “way too soon” to 
contemplate, and Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau of Canada, while more diplomat-
ic, sounded sceptical.

Trudeau told reporters that while it was 
important for G7 leaders to regularly dis-
cuss the restoration of the global econo-
my, determining whether those conversa-
tions took place in person or online rested 
with health experts.

“We’ll certainly take a look at what the 
US is proposing as host of the G7 to see 
what kind of measures will be in place to 
keep people safe,” he said.

-New York Times

Trump says he is ‘considering’ hosting G7 summit 
at Camp David

By Michael Crowley

Of the 125 people arrested over offences 
that law enforcement officials described 
as related to the coronavirus pandemic, 
113 were black or Hispanic. Of the 374 
summonses from March 16 to May 5, 
a vast majority — 300 — were given to 
black and Hispanic New Yorkers.

Videos of some of the arrests are hard 
to watch. In one posted to Facebook last 
week, a group of some six police officers 
are seen tackling a black woman in a sub-
way station as her young child looks on. 
“She’s got a baby with her!” a bystander 
shouts. Police officials said the woman 
had refused to comply when officers di-
rected her to put the mask she was wear-
ing over her nose and mouth.

Contrast that with photographs across 
social media showing crowds of sun-
seekers packed into parks in wealthy, 
whiter areas of the city, lounging undis-
turbed as police officers hand out masks.

So it is obvious that the city needs a 
different approach to enforcing public 
health measures during the pandemic. 
Mayor Bill de Blasio seems to under-
stand this, and he has promised to hire 
2,300 people to serve as social distancing 
“ambassadors.”

Hopefully, the mayor will think bigger.
One promising idea, promoted by City 

Councilman Brad Lander and others, is 
to build quickly a kind of “public health 
corps” to enforce social-distancing meas-
ures.

In this approach, specially trained ci-
vilians could fan out across the neigh-
bourhoods and parks, helping with 
pedestrian traffic control and politely 
encouraging New Yorkers entering parks 
to protect one another by wearing masks 
and keeping their distance. Police De-
partment school safety agents, who are 
not armed, could help. Such a program 
could also provide much-needed em-
ployment for young people, especially 
with New York’s summer jobs program, 
which serves people 14 to 24, threatened 
by budget cuts.

Another method to help social-dis-
tancing efforts may be the community-
based groups that have been effective 
in reducing gun violence in some of the 
city’s toughest neighbourhoods.

The Police Department would play 
only a minimal role in this approach, 
stepping in to help with crowd control, 
for example, something it does extremely 
well.

Without a significant course correc-
tion, the department’s role in the pan-
demic may look more and more like 
stop-and-frisk, the policing tactic that 
led to the harassment of hundreds of 
thousands of innocent people, most of 
them black and Hispanic, while rarely 
touching white New Yorkers. De Blasio 
has scoffed at the comparison, though 
it’s not clear why.

Aggressive police enforcement of so-
cial-distancing measures is nearly cer-
tain to harm the health and dignity of the 
city’s black and Hispanic residents.

It could also diminish respect for the 
Police Department. Which is why it 
makes sense that the city’s largest police 
union has said that its members want lit-
tle to do with social-distancing enforce-
ment. “The NYPD needs to get cops out 
of the social-distancing-enforcement 
business altogether,” Patrick Lynch, 
president of the Police Benevolent Asso-
ciation, said in a statement on May 4. On 
this issue, Lynch gets it.

New York is facing a public health cri-
sis, not a spike in crime. Black and His-
panic New Yorkers are already suffering 
disproportionately from the coronavirus. 
They don’t need more policing. They 
need more help.

Social 
distancing, 
without the 
police...

In Connecticut, flags that had been low-
ered during the sombre peak of the coro-
navirus pandemic were raised to full-staff 
on Wednesday (20) to signal a return to 
business.

In Kentucky, gift shops creaked open 
their doors.

And across Alaska, restaurants, bars 
and gyms, which have been open to small 
numbers of customers for weeks, were 
getting ready to rev back up to full capac-
ity. “It will all be open,” Gov. Mike Dun-
leavy announced, “just like it was prior to 
the virus.”

The United States has crossed an un-
easy threshold with all 50 states beginning 
to reopen in some way, two months after 
the coronavirus thrust the country into 
lockdown. But there are vast variations in 
how states are deciding to open up, with 
some forging far ahead of others.

The increasing moves to lift restrictions 
on businesses — or at least open up out-
door spaces like beaches and state parks — 
reflect the immense political and societal 
pressures weighing on the nation’s gover-
nors, even as epidemiologists remain cau-
tious and warn of a second wave of cases.

With millions of people out of work 
and many Americans entering their third 
month isolated at home, the push to take 
action rivals what states faced at the be-
ginning of the crisis, when governors were 
urged to shut down.

“You have 50 different governors doing 
50 different things,” said Andrew Noymer, 
an associate professor of public health at 
the University of California, Irvine. “There 
will be states that open too soon or states 
that are too conservative. It is hard to 
thread the needle.”

But if reopening has become a buzz 
word among politicians — many states 
have issued sweeping documents with col-
our-coded plans to ‘rebound’ and ‘bounce 
back’ — life remains far from normal in 
most places across America. Even in Geor-
gia, which opened many businesses last 
month ahead of other states, restaurants 
are seeing only about 15% of normal traf-
fic, according to data published by OpenT-
able, a restaurant reservation website.

The White House has said that states 

should have a ‘downward trajectory’ of 
cases over a 14-day period before reopen-
ing, but many states reopened well short of 
meeting those bench marks. Some epide-
miologists see warning signs of a rebound, 
especially in the South, and because it can 
take as long as three weeks for a newly in-
fected person to become sick enough to go 
to the hospital, the impact of reopening is 
unlikely to be detectable immediately.

“We really are playing with fire here in 
a very broad sense," said Charles Courte-
manche, an economist at the University of 
Kentucky. In a recent paper for the jour-
nal Health Affairs, he estimated that the 
number of confirmed cases in the United 
States, which reached one million at the 
end of April, would have been closer to 
35 million without the restaurant closures 
and stay-at-home orders that began in 
mid-March. “Just because it hasn’t been 
a catastrophe yet in your state, doesn’t 
mean it doesn’t have the potential to be,” 
he said.

IpakoiGrigoriadis was left to navigate 
the complexities while fielding breakfast 
orders at her family’s diner, Pop’s Fam-
ily Restaurant, in Milford, Connecticut, 
which reopened to outdoor dining on 
Wednesday as Connecticut lifted its stay-
at-home order and allowed some busi-
nesses to reopen.

“It is still a little scary considering we 
don’t exactly know what this is,” said Gri-
goriadis, claiming the restaurant was tak-
ing a number of precautions. Employees 
were instructed to wear masks and gloves 
at all times, she said, and patrons were 
expected to wear masks while at the res-
taurant as well — “except when they are 
eating and drinking.”

Connecticut was among the last states 
to take the plunge toward reopening, rep-
resenting the more cautious approach that 
has defined much of the Northeast. New 
York, which has seen by far the most cases 
and deaths in the nation, is proceeding 
with a regional reopening that excludes 
hard-hit New York City. In Washington, 
DC, a stay-at-home order is in effect until 
June and the surrounding region remains 
closed.

Several states on the West Coast and 

certain Democratic-led states in the Mid-
west have also moved slowly, taking a re-
gional or step-by-step approach.

By contrast, a number of states in the 
South opened earlier and more fully. Busi-
nesses have been open with social distanc-
ing requirements for nearly a month in 
Georgia, where the number of new cases 
has remained more or less the same. Mis-
sissippi saw its largest single-day increase 
in reported cases and deaths only after the 
state began to reopen.

The variation illustrates the political 
and regional differences that have come 
to define the state-by-state response to 
the coronavirus, as governors navigate 
a pandemic that comes with no political 
playbook.

Texas, the nation’s second-largest state, 
with 29 million residents, had among the 
shortest stay-at-home orders in the coun-
try when it reopened many businesses 
on May 1, in a move that appealed to the 
state’s pro-business spirit. But weeks lat-
er, officials reported the highest one-day 
total of new cases, and some fear many 
businesses will still not survive.

Of the more than 50,000 restaurants 
in Texas, 12% have gone out of business 
because of the pandemic, said Emily Wil-
liams Knight, chief executive of the Texas 
Restaurant Association. She said she ex-
pected that up to 30% would “not make it 
through the crisis.” The state’s restaurant 
industry has already lost 700,000 jobs, 
she said, and would most likely lose more.

“I think you see customers now having 
an emotional impact of driving up and 
having a restaurant they’ve spent years at 
simply closed, with a note saying, ‘Thank 
you for your patronage over the years,’” 
she said.

Many are still hesitant. A new poll by 
The Associated Press-NORC Centre for 
Public Affairs Research found that most 
Americans were somewhat concerned 
that lifting restrictions in their area would 
lead to new infections, and at least half 
were very or extremely concerned. About 
six in 10 people were in favour of people 
remaining in their homes except for es-
sential needs.

-New York Times

Customers are handed one-time-use menus at a restaurant in West Hartford, Conn., Wednesday (20). The US has crossed an uneasy 
threshold, with all 50 states beginning to reopen in some way two months after the coronavirus thrust the country into lockdown

-Jessica Hill/The New York Times
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LOCKDOWN REALITY

By Carly Stern

A pair of American newlyweds have 
been stranded in Sri Lanka for two 
months after travel advisories went 
into effect in the middle of their hon-
eymoon — and while they're enjoying 
their time together, they promise that 
it's not as glamorous as it sounds.

Michelle and John Senyard from 
San Francisco got married on March 
6, and were off on their honeymoon to 
Thailand and Sri Lanka on March 8.

The newlyweds were enjoying their 
honeymoon in mid-March, hanging 
by the beach and drinking cocktails, 
when things took a turn for the unex-
pected. 

As the pandemic grew worse, their 
flight home was suddenly cancelled, 
and the US issued the Global Travel 
Advisory Level 4, urging Americans to 
return home.

The couple tried to book a new 
flight home. But, Michelle told Buzz-
Feed, their options were limited: The 
only trips they could find involved 40 
hours or more of travel with multiple 
layovers, which would have exposed 
them to countless people and possibly 
the virus.

Eventually, they managed to get 
booked on another flight — but then 
that was cancelled too. The couple re-
alized they were stuck.  

The situation continued to evolve. 
Within a few hours, Sri Lanka an-
nounced country-wide road restric-
tions and a curfew. 

And suddenly, their hotel shut 
down, giving them just hours to pack 
up and find a new place to stay. All 
of the other hotels and hostels had 
closed, too, leaving the panicked cou-
ple desperate for a place to sleep.

Luckily, they managed to find it in 
a hostel that had closed down: The 
Spindrift Hostel offered them a room 
while they were stuck, even though 
other guests had left.  

Now they're in the swings of things 
on their 'unconventional honeymoon.'

'There are islandwide curfews, 
which means that people are not al-
lowed to go outside — even to the gro-
cery store,' Michelle told BuzzFeed. 
'The government will tell you pretty 
last-minute how long they are. They 
can be one day, three days, or an en-
tire week.' 

When they can go grocery shop-
ping, it's an ordeal, with 5:30 a.m. 
wakeup times and four to five hours of 
waiting in line.    

'I’ll be real, at the end of the day I 
was definitely in foetal position cry-
ing because I was so overwhelmed at 
the thought of doing it all over again,' 
she wrote after one of these shopping 
trips, a month into their stay. 'My hus-
band reminded me that we’re a team 
now. Small, but mighty.' 

They are also working remotely 
— and keeping San Francisco hours. 
That means working at night and into 
the early morning.

But being able to work means they 
have been able to keep paying their 
bills at home and their expenses in Sri 
Lanka.

Despite the unusual circumstances, 
Michelle said there have been posi-
tives to the experience.

'Being in a foreign country during a 
global pandemic is quite the accelera-
tor for our marriage. John and I have 
to work as a team on everything: stay-
ing positive, figuring out how to adjust 
in Sri Lanka, grocery shopping, cook-
ing, doing laundry, keeping bugs and 
frogs out of our room, and tracking 
how much money we spend,' she said. 

They are 'experiencing culture here 
in ways we wouldn’t have otherwise,' 
working out together, and learning to 
cook new things, like dahl curry, co-
conut honey roti, lentil burgers, and 
tamarind pad thai.

And they're having some fun, too, 
when they can get out, 'surfing, wak-
ing up bleary-eyed to watch sunrises, 
chasing sunsets, and reading together 
by the water'.

'We stay silly and belly-laugh con-
stantly,' she wrote on Instagram. 'I am 
not one for platitudes, but we truly do 
not know what tomorrow will look like 
and it makes each day genuinely feel 
like a gift.

'Yes, our original plans are gone, 
but we have only been met with the 
utmost care by Sri Lankans,' she went 
on. 'Understandably, there is rising 
unease around the presence of us 
tourists, but it has not shaken the true 
core of Sri Lankan hospitality. 

'We also have a local driver, Sam-
path, who has been our unofficial body 
guard. He’s Special Forces trained and 
made it his personal mission to keep 
us safe. He’s helped us with every ne-
cessity while still encouraging us to 
enjoy vacation as he works behind the 
scenes to keep us out of danger. '

- dailymail.co.uk
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Stranded in 
paradise
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COLOMBO — As couples do all over the 
world, Darshana Kumara Wijenarayana and 
his fiancé, PawaniRasanga, spent months 
planning a grand wedding.

And everything was on course for the couple 
— until the novel coronavirus struck the island, 
leading to an indefinite lockdown.

“By that time, we had made all the arrange-
ments. Clothes, rings and cakes had been or-
dered. The reception hall was booked. We had 
planned to invite 250 guests,” Darshana said 
from his home in Malimbada, a small town 
about 160 kilometres (100 miles) south of Co-
lombo.

Family and friends urged them to postpone 
their April 27 wedding. Instead, the couple 

chose to celebrate their love by feeding the 
poor.

The first COVID-19 patient in Sri Lanka was 
a Chinese tourist who fell sick in January dur-
ing her vacation. She was discharged in Feb-
ruary. Until the first week of March, there was 
little panic about the disease. Then on March 
11, the first Sri Lankan — a tour guide — tested 
positive for the virus, triggering fear and the 
closure of schools and universities and many 
businesses.

The ongoing curfew has curbed the spread of 
the virus, but also dealt a severe blow to many 
who survive on a daily wage.

As the couple’s wedding day approached, 
the local curfew was lifted during daytime 

hours, so they were free to host the wedding 
as planned, albeit under strict social distancing 
guidelines.

But they’d hatched another plan. Darshana, 
the 30-year-old owner of a small retail shop, 
and Pawani, 25, a lab assistant at a state-run 
school, decided to share their wedding day 
with some of their neediest neighbours.

After registering the marriage with a few 
close family and friends, the  couple cut the 
wedding cake and fed each other a piece before 
getting to work.

The groom in a dark blue, three-piece, the 
bride in a white lace sari and a jewelled wed-
ding headpiece, wore masks as they delivered 
plastic bags of goods to each home, some built 

of uneven wooden planks on mud floors. Lit-
tle girls and their mothers beamed at the bride 
as she distributed colorful plastic headbands; 
they offered the couple blessings for a happy 
married life.

Darshana and Pawani presented children 
with toy and even offered slices of their cake. 
Then, they applied hand sanitizer and moved 
on to the next home.

They have since received a flood of phone 
calls and visits at their home and shop from 
strangers who praised them for their generos-
ity.

-AP

Newlyweds cancel wedding party, help poor instead

American honeymooners 
who have been stranded 
in Sri Lanka for two 
months insist their exotic 
lockdown life is not as 
glamorous as it looks 
thanks to strict curfews, 
hours-long grocery lines, 
and shuttered hotels




